ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST
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He said, “Come”. Peter got out of the boat and beg  anto
walk on the water toward Jesus. But when he sawho w
strong the wind was he became frightened; and,
beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!”
Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and caught
Peter, and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you
doubt?” ~Mt 14:29-31

Readings for NEXT Sunday, August 17, 2008
Is 56:1, 6-7/ Rom 11:13-15, 29-32/ Mt 15:21-28

Mass L
Infenllions

SUNDAY, AUGUST 10

6:30 PM Dorothy Ljunggren
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 13

9:00 AM Edna Holda
THURSDAY, AUGUST 14

9:00 AM Joseph Holda
FRIDAY, AUGUST 15

7:30PM All the Souls in Purgatory
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 17
12:00 PM Baptism

In celebrating this month of Our Blessed Mother's final
journey to God in her glorious Assumption, let us ask her
intercession to draw near those who do not know Christ.
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is also a
journey — one of conversion to God and what God intends
for us. RCIA is the process whereby persons who were
never baptized, or were baptized in another Christian
tradition, become members of the Church. Do you know
someone in need of prayers for the journey?

For more information about RCIA, please contact Marie
Buckley (435-3313x206) or Fr. Paul Clifford (435-3313x201).

Rest in Peace

Margaret T. Davis
Bernice N. Slomski

Harish Support
OFFERTORY 8/3/2008 ......cccocooesceorsseessssressseeee $9,908

2" Collection NEXT week — Catholic Home Missions
Thank you for your continued support and generosity.
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Cardinal O’Malley wishes to thank everyone from St. John'’s
who has participated in the 2008 Catholic Appeal. Our
parish has raised $60,062 from 176 households, reaching
93% of our parish goal of $64,500. We ask every Catholic
family to participate. Please know that every gift matters.
You can pick up information packets with pledge forms in the
back of the church or for more information please visit
www.BostonCatholicAppeal.com or call 617-779-3700.
Thank you.

THIS FRIDAY, AUGUST 15 is a Holy Day of Obligation —

the Feast of the Assumption. Masses here at St. John’s will

follow our usual Holy Day Schedule:
EVE Thursday, August 14
DAY Friday, August 15

4PM
9AM & 7:30PM

Father Henault from Haiti to Celebrate Mass

here on Saturday, August 16 at 5PM

Members of our Third World Apostolate are delighted to
announce that Fr. John Henault will celebrate Mass with us
at 5PM NEXT Saturday, August 16 . He is home (in Sutton)
on vacation for a few weeks, and would like to thank
everyone at St. John’s for supporting his many works helping
the poor on lle a Vache, the small island off the southern
coast of Haiti. You have helped him hire school teachers,
engineer household rainwater collection systems, expand his
church, minister to hurricane victims, and more. Please plan
to attend this Mass, and help show our appreciation and
gratitude for the life-long contributions of this priest in helping
the poorest of the poor in our hemisphere.

THE WEST REGION CELEBRATES
THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BOSTON — BICENTENIAL
Parishioners of all ages are cordially invited to a celebration
in the West Region of the Archdiocese for the 200"
anniversary of the establishment of the Diocese of Boston.
This will take place at St. Mary's church (145 School St. —
Waltham) on Sunday, September 14 beginning at 2PM
St. Mary's (est. 1839) was the first parish founded in the
present West Region. There will be a Liturgy of the Word in
the church and a procession of the Most Blessed
Sacrament. A social and refreshments will follow.

Please be sure to notify the Parish office (435-3313x203)
and the Religious Education office (435-3313x208) if your
address and/or telephone number changes, OR if you are
moving out of town. We appreciate your help in keeping our
parish records up to date.




NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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If you are new to the Parish, please introduce yourself after
Mass. We want to know and serve you. We hope you will
support your parish with your prayers, your presence and your
talents. Please call the Parish Office (435-3313) to register.

Please remember in your prayers your
fellow parishioners who are ill this
summer. If you know of anyone who
needs a visit from a Priest or Eucharistic
Minister, please let us know.

The need for food, clothing and
shelter continues for many families and individuals. Please
remember the St. Vincent de Paul boxes in the vestibule of
the church or use the envelopes found in the pews. Thanks.

LIFT — Catholic Worship for a New Generation
LIFT is an exciting new monthly worship event, which
includes vibrant praise and worship music, dynamic and
challenging speakers and Eucharistic Adoration. LIFT is for
all ages, young and old and entire families. Join us as we
welcome our guest speaker, Paul George, for a very special
celebration of 2 years of our ministry on Tuesday, August
12 from 7-9PM at Fontbonne Academy — 930 Brook Rd. —
Milton, MA. For more information about LIFT and directions
to Fontbonne, please visit our website at
www.liftedhigher.com. Come join in worship with hundreds
of Catholics from around the Boston area!

Fatima Day: The Xaverian Missionaries will celebrate
“Fatima Day” THIS Wednesday, August 13 at the Fatima
Shrine — 101 Summer St. (Rt. 126) in Holliston — with Fr.
Stephen Gemme, Pastor of St. Bernadette's -
Northborough. Sing-along at 6:30, Mass at 7PM, followed
by a Candlelight Procession and Rosary. Refreshments will
be served in Shrine Hall after the Rosary.

RECTORY COOK NEEDED: St. Bridget's Parish —
Framingham — is in need of a cook for 12-15 hours per week
on Monday, Tuesday, & Friday (lunch preparation, shopping
and cleanup). Please call Mrs. Sebastian (508-875-5959).

Literacy Unlimited needs volunteers to work one-to-one
teaching English language skills or basic literacy to adults.
Training classes begin the week after Labor Day in
September at the Framingham Public Library. Teaching
experience is not required. Tutoring can be done at the
Framingham Public Library or at other locations and times
convenient to you and your student. For more information or
to register, please call 508-532-5574.

Reqis College , a Catholic college in Weston, is hosting a
Graduate Programs Information Session on Wednesday,
August 20 at 6PM . For more information or to register for
the info session, please call 781-768-7058 or e-mail
extendedlearning@regiscollege.edu.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE
AUGUST HOURS
OPEN MONDAY — WEDNESDAY
9:30AM - 2PM

Due to our Summer Camp, “Power Lab”, the

Religious Ed. Office will NOT be open
for other business THIS week of August 11.
The office will reopen__ on Monday, August 18.

Please leave messages (435-3313x208-Debbie
or x209-Carol) when office is closed.

VBS POWER LAB!

Please pray for the success of our Summer program that
begins this week.

LITURGY OF THE WORD FOR CHILDREN
Our ministry of celebrating the Word with the children in our
parish will begin its 18" season in October. We need
additional volunteers  to be trained as leaders and/or

assistants for a once per month commitment during the

10AM Mass. Call Carol at the Religious Ed. Office (435-
3313x209) for more information.
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So families have advance notice for the Fall schedule of
classes and to bring more consistency to the learning
process, we offer families two weekday choices for attending
class and possibly a Sunday choice (depending on catechist
availability). Grade one will have only one weekday choice.
Kindergarten  Mondays (9:30-10:30AM)

(for half the school year)

Grade 1 2 Wednesdays per month (4:15-5PM)
(usually the last two)
Grade 2 1 Sunday (9-9:50AM) and
1 Wednesday (4:15-5:10PM) per month
Grade 3  Tuesdays or Thursdays (4:15-5:10PM) weekly
Grade 4 Mondays or Thursdays (4:15-5:10PM) weekly
Grade 5 Mondays or Tuesdays (4:15-5:10PM) weekly
Grade 6 Mondays (2:15-3:15PM) or
Wednesdays (5:45-6:45PM) weekly
02 "
Grade 7 Sunday (5:15-6:15PM) 5 meetings Oct. — Dec.
Tuesday (6:45-7:45PM) weekly Jan. — Apr.
Grade 8  Tuesday (6:45-7:45PM) weekly Oct. — Jan.
Sunday (5:15-6:15PM) 5 meetings Jan. — Mar.
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Grade 9 Monday (7-8:15PM) two times a month

Grade 10 Sunday (5:30-7:30PM) once a month
&6 '0- -.&

Religious Ed. will begin taking new registrations on Monday,
August 18 . If you have any questions, please call Debbie
(ext. 208).
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What would you feel if God suddenly walked into a room?
Fear? Shame? Joy? Apprehension? Panic? A desire to
hide? Relief when God finally left? Indeed, how would we
even recognize God should God walk into a room?

| don't often remember my dreams, nor do | set much stock
by them, but, several years ago, | had a dream that | both
remember and set some stock by. It went something like this:

For whatever reason, and dreams don'’t give you a reason, |
was asked to go to an airport and pick up Jesus, who was
arriving on a flight. | was understandably nervous and
frightened. A bevy of apprehensions beset me: How would |
recognize him? What would he look like? How would he
react to me? What would | say to him? Would | like what |
saw? More frightening yet, would he like what he saw when
he looked at me?

With those feelings surging through me, | stood, as one
stands in a dream, at the end of a long corridor nervously
surveying the passengers who were walking towards me.
How would | recognize Jesus and would his first glance at me
reflect his disappointment?

But this was a good dream and it taught me as much about
God as I'd learned in all my years of studying theology. All of
my fears were alleviated in a second. What happened was
the opposite of all my expectations: Suddenly, walking down
the corridor towards me was Jesus, smiling, beaming with
delight, coming straight for me, rushing, eager to meet me.
Everything about him was stunningly and wonderfully
disarming. There was no awkward moment; everything about
him erased that. His eyes, his face, and his body embraced
me without reserve and without judgement. | knew he saw
straight through me, knew all my faults and weaknesses, my
lack of substance, and none of it mattered.

And, for that moment, none of it mattered to me either. Jesus
was eager to meet me! In that moment, one forgets
everything, except that God is here. There’s no place for fear
or shame or wondering what God thinks of you.

And that's a lesson we must somehow learn, somehow
experience. We live with too much fear of God. Mostly we
fear because we've never experienced the kind of love that's
manifest in God and we take for granted that anyone who
sees us as we really are will, in the end, be as disappointed
with us as we are with ourselves.

Reflections by Ronald Rolheiser
from The Center for Liturgy Sunday website
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Which is your way?
Pulling back your fear and lack of trust
or sinking into the water?
Christ, keep our eyes fixed firmly on you.
If we flounder, stretch out your hand
and pull us in.

Prayer from The Center for Liturgy Sunday website



