
ST JOHN, OLD SAYBROOK 
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Readings for the Week of September 21, 2008 
Sunday:  Is 55:6-9/Phil 1:20c-24, 27a/Mt 20:1-16a 
Monday: Prv 3:27-34/Lk 8:16-18 
Tuesday: Prv 21:1-6, 10-13/Lk 8:19-21 
Wednesday: Prv 30:5-9/Lk 9:1-6 
Thursday: Eccl 1:2-11/Lk 9:7-9 
Friday:  Eccl 3:1-11/Lk 9:18-22 
Saturday: Eccl 11:9-12:8/Lk 9:43b-45 
Next Sunday: Ez 18:25-28/Phil 2:1-11 or 2:1-5/Mt 21:28-32  
 

 
MONTHLY MEETINGS 

7:00pm First Monday Ladies Guild 
7:00pm Fourth Monday Parish Council 

6:30pm Every Wed. Adult Choir 
8:00pm Second Wed. K of C 3rd Degree 
8:00pm Fourth Wed. K of C 4th Degree 
10:15-11:30am Every Sat. Youth Choir 

7:00pm Third Wed. Columbiettes 
2pm Third Tues. Intercessory Rosary Group 

One of the ministries of the Faith, Hope and Love 
Prayer Group is Intercessory Prayer. If you need prayer 
call Elaine Alfano at  388-2307. 
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TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  
 

 

 
Catechetical Sunday: 

 

                              This weekend we celebrate 
Catechetical Sunday, and Our Parish has much 
to celebrate. We are truly blessed with the 
Catechists who volunteer their time and give so 
freely of themselves. Our Program continues to 
grow, and in this day and age that is a miracle in 
of itself. The theme this year is “The Word Of 
God in the Life and Mission of the Church.”  
                                  I would like to personally 
thank our Catechists, on behalf of the Parish, for 
answering our Prayers and leading our Youth 
closer to Christ. 

 

Aideen Karg Patrice Stangel 
Erin Souriyamath Christine Olszanski 

Rita Burkhardt Fran Berger 
Laurie Smith Dana Root 
Archie Cart Bryan Ethier 

Pam Kujawski Jordan Ethier 
Kathy Duncan Jean Jordan 

SueAnn Malinconico Lisa Collison 
Cathy Malin Joe Nochera 
Lisa Duffy Vin McElhone 

Diane Mortali Kathy Ledwith 
Christina Mortali Ann Chan 
Susan LaPlace Sean O’Donnell 
Tammy Fucci Erin Reid 

 

VOLUNTEERS?! 
 

The 100 + people  who have been Virtus Trained 
prior to this year, it is time to Renew the 

“ Covenant for All God’s Children ” 
Contact Sherri Potter or visit the website: 

To download the form. 
www.stjohnos.parishesonline.com 

Please return all forms to the Sherri Potter or 
Drop them off to Isabelle. (the Rectory)  

 Thank you in advance.  
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..You are Invited!!!  
 .The St. John's Ladies Guild will host an informatio nal 
evening with Donna Rochette from the Old Saybrook 
Ambulance Association.  She will speak about curren t 
procedures for administering CPR and will also disc uss 
the use of Defibs.  The meeting will be at the Sher idan 
Ctr. on Monday, October 6th at 7 P.M.  Hostesses fo r 
evening are Lucille Spera and Nancy Wilson.  Please  
arrive by 6:30 to set up.  All Guild members please  bring 
a nonperishable canned good for the soup kitchen.  
 
"The Knights of Columbus Council 2968 here at St. John's 
want to say thanks to all those parishioners who supported 
our Tootsie Roll fund raiser this past weekend.  We raised 
$515.12 in donations which will help support the Special 
Olympics.  Thank you very much!" 
 

Don’t Forget Mysteries of the Rosary A Five Week 
Program begins September 23, 2008 Two sessions 
10am & 7:00pm in the Sheridan Center.  
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Urgent: KofC Bus Ride to the Rally for Marriage on Sep t. 28 th in 
Hartford!                                                                   On Sunday, 
September 28 th at 2:30 p.m. the Family Institute of Connecticut w ill 
hold a Rally for Marriage on the steps of the CT State Capitol in Hartford. 
A Connecticut Supreme Court ruling imposing same-sex ‘marriage’ on our 
state could come any day now.   The Rally for Marriage will be the most 
crucial event for upholding the sanctity of Marriage to be held in Connecticut 
in years. 
   In order for it to be a success, your support is urgently needed. KofC 
Council 2968 is planning a bus ride at no cost to leave the St John Parking 
lot at 1PM on Sunday Sept. 28th.  The bus will arrive near the capitol for the 
90 minute rally and will return to Old Saybrook by 5:30PM.  In order to 
determine ridership count as soon as possible, please circulate these 
details to as many people as possible and confirm your participation with 
Past Grand Knights Sal Aresco (860-395-1219) or Walt Osborne (860-388-
6629).    
   The Rally for Marriage is even more critical since there is speculation that 
the Court is deadlocked on the 'marriage' case. Please pray that the Rally 
will be a success so that the Court does not impose same-sex 'marriage' 
and that voters will vote yes for a constitutional convention on Election Day 
in favor of upholding marriage. 
   In Connecticut and nationally, the Knights of Columbus have been the 
Church's strong right arm in the challenge and litigation to protect marriage. 
In fact, standing up for our faith and families is what being a Knight is all 
about. Please help us make our Rally for Marriage a huge success in facing 
one of the greatest threats facing our society today. 
 



SEPTEMBER 21, 2008 
 

   
Office of the Bishop 

201 Broadway 
Norwich, Connecticut  06360 

(860) 887-9294 
      MOST REVEREND 
   MICHAEL R. COTE, D.D.   
 
My dear Sisters in Christ: 
 
 Throughout October, the annual membership appeal for 
the Norwich Diocesan Council of Catholic women is being 
conducted.  I urge every woman to become a member of this 
wonderful church affiliated organization.  By doing so you will 
join women throughout this Diocese in giving witness to your 
faith.  You will foster Catholic social values for women. 
 Your participation as a member of the Council can help 
make it a strong, vital force in promoting justice and in supporting 
charitable programs for the needy.  Your membership also enables 
it to enrich the spiritual life of our diocesan family.   
 In this day, when some of the most difficult issues facing  
us concern women as persons and their role in the Church, as well 
as in society as a whole, it is important for Catholic women to 
consider these issues in the light of the teaching of our Faith and to 
respond to them with hope and courage.  It is also important that 
we promote this membership drive in order to have a women’s 
organization whose voice can have an influence and an impact in 
our community. 
.. May God bless with success our campaign to involve the 
women of our Diocese in the prayer, work, and support of the 
Norwich Diocesan Council of Catholic Women. 
 Through the intercession of Our Lady of Good Counsel, 
our Diocesan Council’s Patroness, may the Lord bless you and 
your loved ones always. 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
  
 Bishop of Norwich 
 

Office of the Bishop 
201 Broadway 

Norwich, Connecticut  06360 
(860) 887-9294 

 
  MOST REVEREND 
   MICHAEL R. COTE, D.D.      
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
 The theme of Catechetical Sunday, which is on Sunday, 
September 21, 2008, is the one our Holy Father, Pope Benedict 
XVI, has chosen for the Twelfth Ordinary General Assembly of 
the Synod of Bishops to take place in Rome, October 5-26 of this 
year:  “The Word of God in The Life and Mission of the Church.”  
 In 2005, the USCCB Committee on Catechesis made the 
decision to choose the theme for Catechetical Sunday one year in 
advance, instead of setting the theme several years in advance as 
had been the practice.  This change was made so that the 

Catechetical Sunday theme could be more current with events 
taking place within the wider Church.  This 2008 theme is the 
perfect example of why this decision makes such good sense. 
 During the three weeks of the Synod, bishops 
representing the whole world will gather in Rome to pray, study, 
and discuss the role that Sacred Scripture plays in the Church’s life 
and mission.  Among the many issues they will consider are these: 
 

·  How the work of Scripture scholars is shaping 
Catholic attitudes and understanding of the 
Bible. 

·  How the Bible is being used for prayer, worship 
and study in the daily lives of the People of  
God. 

·  Which efforts are proving most effective around 
the world to make study of the Bible central to 
Catholic living and spirituality. 

 By choosing to make the 2008 Catechetical Sunday theme 
the same as the theme for the World Synod of Bishops, the 
Committee on Evangelization and Catechesis has extended an 
invitation to the catechetical community here in the United States 
to make the study of the Word of God its focus for the year as 
well. 
 The Holy Spirit has strengthened men and women to 
share in the mission of spreading the Gospel from the earliest days 
of the Church.  Catechists, under my authority as chief catechist of 
the Norwich Diocese and with the guidance of their pastors, help 
to initiate and advance an encounter with Christ.  Through Jesus, 
the Word made flesh, all believers are brought to a deeper 
communion into the life of his Body, the Church. 
 Each year the Church designates Catechetical Sunday as 
the time to celebrate the work of the catechist.  Enlightened by the 
Word of God and the Church’s teaching, catechists impart an 
initiation to some and a deeper formation to others in the realities 
that they themselves have learned.  These realities are truths to be 
followed in living and to be celebrated in liturgy by all who have 
come to now and love Jesus Christ. 
 Parents, grandparents, and guardians are also called to 
live the Word and hand on the faith.  On Catechetical Sunday we 
remember especially the duty and honor that is ours by virtue of 
our Baptism to be witnesses of the Word of God in every aspect of 
our lives:  in our homes, in our places of work, in how we spend 
our leisure time, in how we use our resources.  We are to be 
catechists—those who echo the Word of God through time and 
space to every generation. 
 In closing, I ask for the Lord’s blessing to strengthen your 
resolve as you dedicate yourselves to the work of catechesis.  I 
hope you will strive to share with others what you receive from 
pondering the Word of God and studying the teaching of the 
Church.  May you continue to gladly honor, teach, and serve The 
Word of God in The Life and Mission of the Church. 
 With every best wish, I am  
Sincerely in Christ,  
 
  
    
 
Bishop of Norwich  
 
 

 


