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A Christmas Prayer and Blessing
May you all experience the light of Christ’s presence this Christmas. May you be aware of the
many small acts of love that continually surround you, for these small kindnesses, like snow-
flakes, come first one, and then another and another until our world is glittering with Christ

Love. May it then be a blessing season of Christmas for you.
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Reflections on a Paradox

He was born, but he was already begotten.

He issued from a woman, but she was a virgin

He was wrapped in swaddling bands,
but he removed the swaddling clothes of the grave
when he rose.

He was laid in a manger,
but he was glorified by angels and proclaimed by a
star, and worshipped by the Magi.

He had no form nor comeliness in the eyes of the Jews,

but to David he was fairer than the children of men.
And on the mountain he was bright as the lightning
and became more luminous that the sun, initiating us
into the mysteries of the future.
He was baptized as man, but he remitted sins as God
He was tempted a man, but he conquered as God
He hungered, but he fed thousands
He thirsted, but he cried,
“If any man thirst let him come unto me and drink.”

He was weary,
but he is the peace of them that are sorrowful and
heavy-laden.

He prays, but he puts an end to tears.

He asks where Lazarus was laid,
for he was a man, and he raises Lazarus, for He is
God.

As a sheep he is led to the slaughter,
but he is the Shepherd of Israel and now of the whole
world

He is lifted up and nailed to the tree,
but by the tree of life he restores us

He lays down his life,
but he has the power to take it again, and the veil is
rent,
for the mysterious doors of heaven are opened,
the rocks are cleft, the dead arise.

He dies, but he gives life, and by his death destroys
death

He is buried, but he rises again.

Advent Reconciliation Services - Deanery 7

December 21 5:00pm, St. Catherine, Valley City

Individual Reconciliation - St. James Basilica
December 22 5:00pm December 23 7:00pm

Bulletin can be found on Basilica Website:
www.stjamesbasilica.org

Incense: will be used at 4pm, Christmas Eve Midnight and
Christmas Day at 9:30am




This Week’s Liturgies - December 22-28, 2008

MON 12:10pm t Arnold Ginsbach by Donna Ginsbach
TUE 12:10pm t Ralph Reisnour by Mildred & Family
12:30pm Eucharist @ North Dakota State Hospital
(SE Corner of La Haug Building)
Christmas Eve:
4:00pm t Anna Prodzinski by Marguerite Cebula & Marcella
Baker
6:00pm t Robert & Harold Boughton by Marlys Boughton
12:00 Midnight Intention for People of the Basilica and Outlying
Parishes
Christmas Day:
9:30am t Mary Jean Lidstrand by Family
10:00am t Richards Plummer Family by Kay Richards
@ Hi-Acres Manor
12:10pm t Catherine Hueske by Gisela Kokron

WED

THU

FRI

SAT  8:00am T Mary Game by Patricia Stapleton
4:30pm t Earl & Bette Jarrett by Paul & Cil Jarrett
SUN  8:30am t John J. & Peg Harty by Jim & Elizabeth Harty

10:30am /Intention for People of the Basilica and Outlying Parishes
6:00pm T Joe Birrenkott by Neighborhood Fairground
Reconciliation 7z hour before daily Eucharists and 3:30pm Saturday.
Scripture Readings: look on the websites:
http://www.nccbuscc.org/nab/http://www.lectorprep.org. (Good for proclaimers’
preparation)

Liturgies at Outlying Parishes

Christmas Day at

St. Michael, Pingree

1 Martin & Agnes Albrecht by

Jerry & Arlene Rexine

Next Sunday at

St. Michael, Pingree

10:30am { Monica Urbanec by
Tim & Math Kuhn

Christmas Eve at
St. Mathias, Windsor
1 Lorene Wanzek by her Family

Next Sunday at

St. Mathias, Windsor

8:30am t Ervin Eissinger by his
Family

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Sun

This Week’s Readings

1st

2nd
Gospel
1st
Gospel

1st
Gospel

2 Sam. 7:1-5,8b-12,

14a, 16 (118)
Romans 16:25-27
Luke 1:26-38

1 Sam. 1:24-28
Luke 1:46-56
Malachi 3:1-4,23-24
Luke 1:57-66

Christmas Eve

1st
2nd
Gospel

1st

2nd
Gospel

1st
Gospel
1st
Gospel

1st

2nd
Gospel

Isaiah 62:1-5 (13ABC)
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25
Matthew 1:1-25

Christmas Day
Isaiah 52:7-10
(16ABC))
Hebrews 1:1-6
John 1:1-8

Acts 6:8-10,7:54-59

Matthew 10:17-22

1John 1:1-4

John 20:1a & 2-8

Gen. 15:1-6;21;1-3
(17B)

Heb.11:8, 11-12,17-19

Luke 2:22-40

The church invites you to make your

prayer scriptural.

A good way to begin would be to use

each week’s Sunday Psalm

Response at regular daily intervals.
During the Advent Season it is:
To you, O Lord, I lift up, I lift up my

soul, my God.

CHRISTMAS EUCHARISTS

Can also be found on our web page: stjamesbasilica.org

December 24, 2008 Eucharist 4:00pm (3:30pm Christmas Music) Incense Basilica
(Both will involve children) 6:00pm (5:30pm Christmas Music) Basilica
We encourage people to attend the 6:00pm Liturgy. It will be the same as the 4:00pm.
If we can divide the numbers equally at the 4:00 & 6:00pm, it will be comfortable for all.
December 24, 2008 Christmas Eve Eucharist 10:00pm (9:30pm Christmas Music) Windsor
Midnight Mass 12 Midnight (11:15pm Christmas Caroling) Incense Basilica
December 25, 2008 Christmas Morning Eucharist 9:30am (9:00am Christmas Music) Incense Basilica
10:30am Pingree
New Years Eve — Feast of Mary, Mother of God :
December 31, 2008 Vigil 4:00pm Basilica
Vigil 6:00pm Basilica
January 1, 2009 Feast of Mary, Mother of God 8:30am Windsor
9:30am Basilica
10:30am Pingree
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It is with gratitude that | acknowledge two unique gifts to
the Jamestown community and surrounding terri-

tory: St. John’s Academy—a Christian, Catholic
School--and Jamestown College—a Christian

School. Both of them blessed us with their music pro-
grams held here at the Basilica in the last two

weeks. Both of them helped us to focus on Jesus, the
Son of God, coming into our midst. They helped us to
focus on the Christian meaning of Christmas. In the
midst of our present struggles, they once again—as
they have done for many years—embedded the Christ
in our hearts through music. We thank God for this
great gift.

The power of nature is amazing. This past week we
were the victims of snow and cold and wind. We had a
sign in our church yard with the times of our Christmas
Eucharists. We had it made with the intention of using
it for years to come. However, we had it up for a few
days when nature did its trick. The cold made the vinyl
very brittle. Then the gusts of wind up to 51 miles per
hour took that sign. We looked for it around the
neighborhood and accepted the fact that it probably
was buried underneath one of the big snow drifts. | just
found out that the sign has been chopped to pieces—
the street crew was blowing the snow unto trucks when
suddenly a “rug” went through their blower. Our sign
has been ground up into hundreds of pieces. | guess
we can use it as a symbol. As followers of Christ, we
are to go by the hundreds into our neighborhoods as
the Light and Love of Christ.

As a baptized people we rejoice in Christ become one

of us. We rejoice that he is using us to bring the good
news that heaven and earth have been wedded. We
rejoice that through us God is bringing the good news of
justice and peace on this earth and resurrected life in
heaven.

As a church we are the Body of Christ. Still as hu-
mans we are weak and we fail to be what we really
are. | am encouraged by the great Italian spiritual
writer: “How much | must criticize you, my church, and
yet how much | love you! You have made me suffer
more than anyone and yet | owe more to you than to
anyone. | should like to see you destroyed and yet |
need your presence. You have given me much scandal
and yet you alone have made me understand holi-
ness. Never in this world have | seen anything more
compromised, more false, yet never have | touched
anything more pure, more generous or more beauti-
ful.... Countless time | have felt like slamming the door
of my soul in your face — and yet, every night, | have
prayed that | might die in your sure arms! No, | cannot
be free of you, for | am one with you, even if not com-
pletely you. Then too — where would | go? To build
another church? But | could not build one without the
same defects, for they are my defects. And again, if |
were to build another church, it would be my church, not
Christ’s church. No, | am old enough, | know bet-
ter.” An ode to the church by Carlo Carretto, the Italian
spiritual writer, who loved the church deeply but was
honest enough to admit its faults. Fr. Ron Rolheiser
says: “That’s an insight that can help all of us, both
those of us who are going to church and those of us
who aren’t.”

St. John’s Academy Grades 1,2, and 3 Recruitment: We are recruiting more students for these grades. We
presently have 2 sessions for each grade. Grades 1 has 16 in Mrs. Braun’s room and 14 in Mrs. Fox’s room;
grades 2 has 14 in Mrs. Fix’s room and 13 in Mrs. Gapinski’s room; Grade 3 has 14 in Miss Lamp’s room and 13
in room of Mrs. Huber and Mrs. Eckroth. If you know anyone that might be interested, please call 252-3397 or

email charles.stastny@sendit.nodak.edu.

St. John’s Academy Kids’ Kingdom Preschool has openings for MWF AM and PM Sessions. This is for 4 to 5
year old preschoolers who turned 4 by August 31, 2008. Half day sessions run 8:25-11:30am or 12:15-3:10pm.
They also have openings for TTH afternoons for those who are 4 or turned 3 by August 31, 2008. It runs 12:15-
3:10pm. For more information call school office 252-3397.

Reminder that practice for the Gospel Re-enactment for the 4:00 & 6:00pm Christmas Eve Eucharists will be
held on December 24 at 10:00am in the Basilica. It is very important that you attend this practice if you have
signed up your child to participate. They will learn what role they have, practice their actions, and try on cos-
tumes. If questions, please call Peggy at 252-5002. See you there!




The Basilica is in charge of assisting with the delivery of Meals on Wheels during the month of Janu-

ary. This is a great way for families to offer their time and talent by helping out others. The people are really ap-
preciative of this service and love the smiles of the children as they come to the door. This activity takes about
30-45 minutes. Please contact Peggy at 252-0478 or faithformation@csicable.net if you can help during a week-
end.

Thanks to everyone who has taken a snowflake off the Advent Giving Tree. Please continue to prayerfully
consider giving to one of these deserving programs. Pray also that the programs will be able to continue assist-
ing people meet their needs.

Children's Offering envelopes have been sent home with your children. Take this opportunity to teach your chil-
dren to share the gifts that God has so richly blessed each of us with. We have additional envelopes in the Faith
Formation Office for preschool students. Please contact the Faith Formation office at 252-0478 or at faithforma-
tion@csicable.net if you would like envelopes for your preschooler.

Question of the Week - 4th Sunday of Advent - Week of December 21, 2008

2 Samuel 7: 1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16, Luke 1:26-38, Matthew 1: 18-24

God's Spirit comes to us in ways we least expect.

Question for Children: If you were to tell someone one thing about Jesus' mother, Mary, what would you say?
Question for Youth: Gabrielle's greeting to Mary was "Hail, favored one! The Lord is with you." This is God's greeting to
each of us y he loves us just as we are. What are some of your personal strengths that God rejoices in?

Question for Adults: Name one area of your life where God has surprised you with love, abilities, or even a pregnancy.
How is God's Spirit upon you in this dimension of life?

Activity of the Week

Mary said "yes" to God's call without knowing what it would mean. Her story shows that nothing is impossible with God.
Think of one area of your life that you think is impossible. During prayer time this week, ask God for assistance with that
situation.

(or) Gather with your family and say the Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary together. Ask Mary to give you the courage to listen
to God as she did. Review the Hail Mary with your children. Make sure they can each say it from memory.

Baptism Preparation and Scheduling: Please contact Shirley at the Faith Formation Office for times and dates
of Preparation Sessions and to schedule a date for an upcoming Baptism.

(It is best to do this before the baby is born) Call 252-0478 or e-mail us at:faithformmation@csicable.net
Next session is Monday, January 5, 2008, 7pm,Shirley’s Office, Zebedee Center.

Youth celebrating Baptismal Anniversaries this week

Jacob Anteau Kelan Harstad Cierra Mueller
Thomas Dodson Maria LeFevre Jayden Washburn
Kolby Elseth Ashley Lindberg Ashlyn Weis
Bailee Graves Kobe Moser

We welcome the newly baptized: Easton Chappelle Scherr, son of Benjamin & Misty. Grandparents are Don
Scherr, Bismarck, Ron & Donna Wilkinson, Bismarck and JoAnn Bergson, Fargo.

This Week Around the Parish
Sun. 4th Sunday of Advent

Sun. 10:30am Preschool Faith Formation, Parish Center
Sun.  5:00pm Reconciliation Service, St. Catherine Valley City
Sun. 7:30pm Basilica Choir presents Lessons & Carols, “The Winter Rose” Basilica
Mon. Christmas Break (no school thru Jan. 4, 2009)

Mon. 5:00pm Individual Reconciliation Basilica
Mon.  7:00-8:30pm Christmas Eve 6pm Music Rehearsal Basilica

Tue. 4:30-7:00pm Youth Choir Rehearsal Basilica

Tue. 7:00pm Individual Reconciliation Basilica

Tue. 7:30pm Basilica Choir Rehearsal for Midnight Mass Basilica
Wed. 10:00am Gospel Re-enactment practice Basilica

Wed. Faith @ Home
Thu. Christmas Day (Parish Offices closed)




Our sympathy and remember in prayer the families of those who died recently William Dailey;, John “Jack”
Curtis, father of Mark (Michele) Curtis; Mary Exner, mother of Joan Exner, Jim (Carolyn) Exner and sister of
Francis (Rita) Donegan and Robert (Audrey) Donegan; Annabelle Trevino , daughter of Lionel & Brenda.

In your prayers please remember our sick: (new names are in parentheses and italics) To make things more
personal, we include names for two weeks. Behind each name is the neighborhood or outlying parish with which
they are connected. Thus we ask the neighborhood or outlying parish to continue praying for them. If you don't
remember your neighborhood you can check the map at the church west entrance.

Tom Fredrickson (St. Michael, Pingree) Arnie Schafer (NE Skyline Neighborhood)
Betty Polries (SW Hill Neighborhood ) Neighborhood Leaders: Carrie & Dean Kraft

Leader: Alida Sjostrom

In your prayers please remember our friends and relatives who are deployed in Irag and overseas: (new names
are in parentheses and ltalics)

Jeffery Andersen Erik Flatt Nick Kluck
Adrianne Astrup Fr. Jack Herron Leah Nasset
Zachary Astrup Jon Kendrick

(If you know of new people, please let us know).

St. John’s Academy News

We would like to thank our families for the support and encouragement you give to us. The energy of your
trust and belief in our school is truly felt and appreciated by all staff and faculty. We wish everyone safe travels
and happy holidays.

Our Christmas Pageant was a beautiful expression that "Jesus is the Reason for the Season". We are proud of
the energetic participation of all our students, and we thank everyone involved in putting the program together.
Kindergarten Recruitment for the 2009-2010 school year is underway. Our Recruitment Committee is in the
initial process of gathering a list of prospective kindergartners. If you know of a family who might be interested

in receiving information about our school, please let the office know (252-3397) so that we can include them in
our mailing.

RCIA Inquiry Sessions - The next session after Christmas is scheduled for January 7. We will begin our study
of the Sacraments. For more information please contact Shirley Wallace at 252-0478 or e-mail
faithformation@csicable.net

Church Volleyball League Sign Up — Open to all members of the Basilica of St. James & St. John’s Academy
families. Ages 9" grade & up. Sign up as individuals, couples, or families, as this is great family fun! Can also
sign up as a substitute. Deadline for sign up is December 28™. Contact Ed or Linda Levin to sign up, or for
more information, please call 252-0452.

Tabernacle will not be meeting on De- Women’s Evening Bible Study - Will be meeting Monday Dec. 29 at 7:00
cember 29. Next meeting will be Janu- PM. Join us for treats and an opportunity to share and deepen your
ary 26, 2009. faith. Call Leann Ripplinger, 952-1750 for more info.

This week our expressed thanks are: family, friends, winter, children, snowmen, Christ in Christmas, doctors, hospitals
and medicine, visit from daughter on my birthday, warm home and prepare my heart for Advent.

Christmas Gift Bundles, 4/$10: "The Family Pack," "Strengthening the Faith," and

ﬁ EJCATHELI;CKA)ET){: !—J "Spiritual Growth."

(great for teens) adult.
"Finding the Fullness of "What Every Couple Should  "Quest for Truth” "Amazing Angels & Super
Faith," Becoming the Best Know About Marriage and A perspective from someone Saints" for Kids Ages
Version of Yourself Prayer" who joined the church as an  3-11.

ADVENT CD's for $3.00...Give a gift to yourself to strengthen your faith this Advent or give as a GIFT to someone else.




Preparation for Catholics celebrating the Sacrament of Marriage

Timothy Muldoon in “A Theology for Married People”
says: “U.S. Catholic pastoral leaders are ill advised to
assume that there is a consistent, systematic belief
among their congregants that marriage is the natural
course for many young lay people, or that those who
are married will stay that way or that children will be
raised in Catholic households with two parents.”

Marriages witnessed by the Catholic Church are
sacraments. The Church sets up the homes of peo-
ple getting married as domestic churches or “little
churches.” It ordains husbands and wives to be the
sacramental ministers. This means that Christ identi-
fies His love with their love. Whenever they say: “
love you,” it is Christ who is saying that. Whenever
they say: “l forgive you,” it is Christ who is saying
that. This has its equivalent when the priest
says: “This is my Body...This is my Blood.” When
the priest says that, we as Catholics know it really is
Christ saying that. So it is with husband and
wife. The love they have for each other then makes
visible and present God’s love. Their family becomes
holy by husband and wife living out daily their mar-
riage vows. This means that living out their sacra-
mental marriage vows is their way of holiness. As
Timothy Muldoon says: “Married life is the privileged
place of encounter with God, the holy ground upon
which God invites them to work out their

salvation and the salvation of their spouses, children,
extended families and communities”.

Because it is a sacrament, the Catholic Church re-
quires that a priest (or another minister specifically
delegated by the Bishop) be present to witness the
exchange of vows. This means that normally the
marriage of a Catholic takes place in a Catholic
Church in the presence of a priest and two wit-
nesses. However, for specific reasons a Catholic can
be married in another Christian Church with its minis-
ter presiding after a special dispensation from the
Bishop. However, such a couple must meet with a
priest to do the proper paperwork and to make sure
all the church’s preparation requirements are ful-
filed. The Church encourages the priest and the min-
ister to work together in preparing such a couple. The
Bishop then grants a dispensation so the Catholic and
Christian spouse can sacramentalize their marriage in
a non-catholic Church and witnessed by the minister
of that church.

If the above is all done, we publish the proposed
wedding in our bulletin so everyone knows that all the
requirements of the Catholic Church have been met
and that the marriage is a valid, sacramental mar-
riage. In a nutshell: whenever a Catholic gets mar-
ried, he/she must always visit and work with a priest,
deacon or pastoral minister.

Sacramental Celebrations at St. James

The General Policy of The Basilica of St. James flows
from our theology of Church.

The Church expresses fully and uniquely who she is
when she celebrates the Sacraments. The Sacra-
ments are the Acts of the Church, the Acts of
Christ. This is who we are.

Therefore there are no fees connected with these
Core Acts of the Church. Often there are donations
associated with these, but they are donations. They
are gifts whether they are given to the Presider at the
sacrament (baptism and marriage or at a funeral) or
whether it is a gift to the Church. Often a gift is given to
the Tabernacle Society for serving the luncheon at a
funeral or at a wedding Thus for Sacramental celebra-
tions we invite people to use the facilities of the Basilica
of St. James (whether it is the Parish Center or the Ze-
bedee Center or the Cafeteria) for gatherings, dinners/
lunch, etc. with no fee.

Thus we invite a baptismal family to use our parish
center and/or Zebedee center and there is no
fee

Thus we invite first reconciliation, first communion,
and confirmation families to use our parish center and/
or Zebedee center and there is no fee.

Thus we invite ordinations to diaconate or priesthood
to use our parish facilities and there is not fee.

Thus we invite wedding families to use our parish cen-
ter and/or Zebedee center and there is no fee. We also
want to celebrate the dignity of married life (the do-
mestic church), the permanency of marriage and thus
invite families to have their wedding anniversaries here
and there is no fee. In this way we show forth the dig-
nity of family, of little church.

Stewardship is what supports the church and allows it
to be and express itself in Ministry. This means we
really develop a stewardship mentality and spiritual-
ity. We contribute of our Time, Talent, and Treasure so
that the Church can be Church uniquely in celebrating
the Sacraments, a time when the generous Love of
God is manifested. That is where we will focus our at-
tention in the coming years. This is why the Scriptures
speak of Tithing.

FACE Fact: Recent memorials received by the Foundation
for Advancement of Christian Education (FACE) include:
Ron Erickson, John Dardis and Floy McMillan. As St. John

Academy’s endowment fund, FACE thanks family and
friends for their memorials. May God bless these souls.

VINING OIL CO.
252-0890
Our business of the week.
Please support them and all who advertise in our
bulletin.




A Heartfelt Thank You to All!
During my 10 months as the Development Coordinator for St. James Basilica and St. John’s Academy, | have
had the wonderful opportunity to personally meet so many of you. | thank you for welcoming me and Paul Leier,
Director of Stewardship and Development, Diocese of Fargo into your homes. These special encounters are
treasured gifts.

Your acceptance and support to enhance the Catholic mission in our Jamestown community is bearing many
fruits. Thank You! Thank you!!
Merry Christmas!
Peggy Etzold
Development Coordinator
St. James Basilica/St. John’s Academy

Be part of our New church Directory
St. James Basilica, St. Margaret’s, St. Mathias, St. Michael’s
Photography Dates:

January 20—23(Tue. —Fri.) from 3:00—9:30pm
January 24 (Saturday) from 10:00am—5:00pm

January 27—30(Tue. —Fri.) from 3:00—9:30pm
January 31 (Saturday) from 10:00am—5:00pm

You can sign up one of three ways:

e On line at: www.signup.olanmills.com
e At the west Church entrance in January
e Call the Parish Office (252-0119)

Encourage your fellow parishioners to Sign up.
We are trying mightily to get every household in our 4 parishes

A Very Special Thank You...
For your donations for flowers and greenery that made our church look so lovely this Christmas season.
Your generosity is greatly appreciated.

In Memory of:

Lyle “Trapper” Lawrence & Al Boelke by Tom Gould

Henry Seitz, Robert Joseph Seitz and Irwin Hartje by Mark & Tracy Seitz
Gary Kapaun by Candy Windish Family

Bev Wagner, Bob Wagner, Mary & Jake Wagner, Gladys & Frank Klose by Jay Wagner
Rose, Phil and Richard Altringer by Arlene & Don Altringer

James, Marion and Janet Morris by Joan Morris

Edmund Fettig and Marie Fettig by Elizabeth Fettig

Gerald M. Farrell by Rosanne Farrell

Pat Morris and Mark Morris by Jennifer Morris (Jeri)

Falck and Campbell Families by Thomas & Elaine Falck

Robert Boughton and Harold Boughton by Marlys Boughton

Joseph & Eleanor Gould by Tom Gould

Lorene Wanzek by Ronald Wanzek Family

Wilbert and Alice Waleri by Lynn Waleri and Family

Ralph Kortendick and Carol Kautzman by Mary & Denny Gainsforth
James R., William H. and Franie Lytle, Bud Wallum, Jake W., Lea and Ann Grace Hofmann by Judy A. Lytle
Anthony and Hazel Schwalk by Irene Page

Arnold & Ronald Ginsbach and Sandy Balster by Donna Ginsbach

Mary Ann Emo by Paul & Arla Emo

Dave Folk and Mary Specht (Folk) by Pat & Dolly Folk

Joseph & Agnes Cysewski & Wesley Koll by Jim and Angela Madsen




