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we encourage people to celebrate this sacra-
ment right here in the parish either on Sunday
or at a daily Eucharist.

One should consider this sacrament if one is
going in for surgery the following day, even if
it's not serious.

The priest anoints the forehead and the palms of the hands.

The Anointing of the Sick is a prayer of faith of the whole church for the needs of
this particular person who is undergoing a crisis and who is having alil kinds of
questions about life, death and the meaning of it all. It is in this context of crisis
and of questions that the church celebrates the Sacrament of the Sick.

Today, this might often be the time when the physician tells you that you have
cancer or some other serious illness.

The sacrament says to the person that sickness and death do not have the last
word, but rather the resurrected life has the last word. We want the person to feel
the support of the whole community. This is why we want this sacrament to be in
the midst of family members and friends who have supported them in the past.

This rite of the Sacrament of the Sick is very concrete, deliberate act of faith at a
moment of crisis by the individual and the community of faith.

We are saying: “Yes, Lord, | believe!”

By Rev. Al Bitz
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