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                                        Mary, Mother of God
[image: image17.emf]
Dear Parishioners of St. Joseph  and St. Alphonsus,
      Happy New Year!  Today’s liturgies honor Mary under her solemn title Mother of God.   The Church looks to the Holy Mother as a sign of strong assurance and support on her pilgrim way, and sees it as important that the faithful have a proper relationship with her.  Only through Her are we able to behold the Son.  Through Her, because she is Immaculate and without stain of sin, we learn to love and adore the Son and Savior as She did.  

     The Church soundly teaches in modern times through Vatican II,  “Now that she has been taken up into heaven, ‘with her maternal charity she cares for these brothers of her Son who are still on their earthly pilgrimage and are surrounded by dangers and difficulties; she will care until they are led to their blessed promised land.  All should devoutly venerate her and commend their life and apostolate to her motherly care.”  What an astounding confidence in the Mother and her care for us!

     With even greater solicitude for our salvation, the Church teaches that “the maternity of Mary will last without interruption until the eternal fulfillment of all the elect.”  We can say that our Mother loves us with a great and personal love that wills our salvation even more than we do.  She involves herself directly and fights on our behalf.  Without reserve, let us commend ourselves anew into the delicate but strong hands of the Blessed Mother.  We have very special ongoing activities at both of our parishes every Tuesday and Thursday to pray the Rosary together and attend Holy Mass.  I strongly encourage these to help establish a firm foundation in your spiritual life.  

     I pray that as parishes, we will build on our spiritual foundation to grow in prayer, especially prayer in the family through the Rosary and use of the Holy Bible.  Would that not be the best New Year’s resolution that your family could make together?  To that end, I have a small team of people helping me develop our own prayer binder.  This could be used as an excellent resource to help pray the Rosary properly, with spiritual meditations between the decades.  Hopefully some of these will be available by Lent!

     At a time when many people live with fear and uncertainty, under the shadow of strange ideas and predictions, let us resolve to go forward to greet this New Year 2012 with strong faith and the Rosary gripped in our hands.  In this way we allow the Most Holy Mother of God to take us by the hand and lead us with assurance.  As we begin this year with Mary, let us walk through it with Her at our side.  In Her we will always be with Jesus, because she never leaves Him, and He never leaves Her.

     As I look back over this past year, I am grateful for many things that have taken place at our parishes.  First in my mind, I am thankful for the many persons who helped make for such splendid Christmas Masses!  Both of our Churches were decorated so beautifully, and the Masses involved the children in special ways.  I feel new movements to involve our young people in our faith life.  That is so promising for the New Year.  Let us pray together to build upon that!  I hope to recount more in next week’s bulletin.

     Peace and Blessing to you this New Year 2012,

Rev. William Pifher 

MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., Dec. 31 - St. Sylvester I

   5:00 PM (SJ) Buchman & Limbird Families

Sun., Jan. 1 -  Blessed Virgin Mary

  8:00 AM (SJ) Mary Ellen Schlachter

  9:30 AM (SA) Robert Smith
Mon., Jan. 2 - St. Basil & St. Gregory Nazianzen
  NO MASS
Tues., Jan. 3 - Most Holy Name of Jesus
  6:00 PM (SA) Confessions

  6:30 PM (SA) Rosary  
  7:00 PM (SA) Agnes & Claude Reed
                         Ladonna & Walter Gies
Wed., Jan. 4 - St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
   8:15 AM (SJ) Karl & Lavina Powley
Thurs., Jan. 5 - St. John Neumann

   6:45 AM (SJ) Rosary
   7:10 AM (SJ) Rita Stieber
Fri., Jan. 6 - St. Andre Bessette
   8:15 AM (SJ) Marcella Miller
Sat., Jan. 7 - St. Raymond of Penafort
   8:30 AM (SA) Rosary

   9:00 AM (SA) For Parishioners
   5:00 PM (SJ) Walter & Margaret Schlachter
Sun., Jan. 8 - Epiphany of the Lord
  8:00 AM (SJ) Richard, Thelma & Dorothy Gerber
  9:30 AM (SA) Henry & Olive Brown
READINGS THIS WEEK
SUN-Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21
MON-1 Jn 2:22-28/Jn 1:19-28

TUE-1 Jn 2:29; 3:6/Jn 1:29-34

WED-1 Jn 3:7-10/Jn 1:35-42

THU-1 Jn 3:11-21/Jn 1:43-51

FRI-1 Jn 5:5-13/Mk 1:7-11

SAT-1 Jn 5:14-21/Jn 2:1-11

CONTRIBUTIONS – DEC 25
St. Joseph-Sunday- 3,356 (77 donors),Loose-1036.10,      St. VdeP-10, 50/50-30, Holy Day-52, Bldg Fnd-30, Fuel-5, Children-.25, School Support-20, Flowers-75, Initial-25, Thanksgiving-25, All Souls-5, Christmas-11,199 (137 donors).
St. Alphonsus-Sunday-2,492, Loose-336,  Holy Day-24, Children-9, Vigil Lights-23, Christmas-6,935 (96 donors), Retirement-15, Needy-100.
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May God send His healing blessings to June Ferguson, Don Mesnard, Kara Miller, Jim Pierce, Edith Smith, Harold Wilhelm, Joe Wise, Service Men & Women, Special Intention
LITURGICAL MINISTERS

Saturday, Jan. 7– 5:00 p.m.. – St. Joseph
L
Mike Adelman
U
Marvin Pierce, Paul Stang, Bill Stang
EM
Tom & Sandy Runkle, Charlene Bauer, Brent Bollenbacher, Sheila Meikle
S
Madison Elmlinger, Jake & Mason Kluding
Sunday, Jan. 8 - 8:00 a.m. - St. Joseph 

L
Nichole Brown
U
Marie & Ken Bischoff, Joe Brown
EM
Evelyn Ruffing, Diana Brown, Barb Good, Jane Kramer, Julie Landoll, Sue Rogers
S
Breanna & Haley Kramer, Kevin Brown
Sunday, Jan. 8 – 9:30 a.m. – St. Alphonsus
L
Robin Welch, Damius Peacock
U
Carl Schnellinger, Bob Wilson, Joseph Lesch, Dennis Smith
EM
Mike & Diane Wasiniak, Tom Smith, Mary Ott, Jeanette Ott, Bob & Alice Crist, 2 Volunteers
S
Macy Schafer, Amelia Opper, Taylor Brooks
G
Tom & Ida Ott
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS

JAN 8 - Jerry Gravenhorst
COUNTERS – JAN 3 (Tuesday)
Mary Dreschel, Barb Dick, Catherine Raftery, Bob & Alice Crist
BIRTHDAYS

JAN 2-Diane Myers, Matthew Palmer, Monica Underwood  JAN 4-Marge Fitch, Kurt Leber, Kirsten Schafer, Evan Wadsworth  JAN 5-Levi Anderson, Alfred Feuerstein, Barb Good, Scott Hamernik, James Limbird, Cherri Schaffer  JAN 6-Judi Bollenbacher, Susan Burrow, Dylan Myers, Jane Phillips, Mike Reilly  JAN 7-Isaac Roeder  JAN 8-Charles Ringholz, Carolyn Ruffing, Paul Temple
AJ’s Tidbits - The handkerchief had been used by the Romans, who ordinarily wore two handkerchiefs: one on the left wrist and one tucked in at the waist or around the neck. In the fifteenth century, the handkerchief was for a time allowed only to the nobility; special laws were made to enforce this. The classical heritage was rediscovered during the Renaissance.

PARISH CALENDAR

NO PSR this week.  Classes will resume on Jan. 8.
AREA EVENTS

Breakfast Buffet at Bismark Senior/Community Center on January 8 from 8 a.m. - noon.  Menu includes pancakes, waffles, ham, sausage, biscuits with sausage gravy, scrambled eggs, hash browns, etc.  50/50 drawing.  Accepting donations for the local food bank


St. John Neumann Celebration after Mass on Tuesday, Jan. 3.  Come enjoy cookies, wine and a story.

Pictures of the St. Joseph stained glass window featuring the names of the 84 parishioners who served in World War II, are available at the school.  The price for the 8x10 pictures is $2.50.

St. Mary’s Reverse Raffle Saturday, March 17.

Come celebrate with a delicious dinner provided by Blue Ribbon Catering.  $5000 in cash prizes and a $10,000 grand prize will be given away.  Raffle tickets sell for $100 each, and include one dinner.  Additional dinner tickets sell for $20 each.  You must be 21 years old to attend.  The NEW TWIST for 2012 will be a weekly $50 drawing beginning January 4th for 10 weeks instead of the early bird drawing.  Tickets purchased and turned in to Tammie every Wednesday will be entered into this weekly $50 drawing and all tickets will go back into the drawing so you can win more than one week!  For more information or to purchase tickets contact the Tammie Smith at 706-1237, Sarah Anderson at 660-9854 or St. Mary Parish Office at 668-2005. 
American Red Cross Bloodmobile will be at the Monroeville Fire Station on Friday, Jan. 6 from 1-7 p.m.  Come to donate blood and receive a free pound of coffee from Dunkin’ Donuts (while supplies last)!
K of C News

   Club 200 Tickets are available.  Next year’s dinner, included with the ticket, will include a special guest speaker - Jim Busek is scheduled at this time.

   If you would like to join the Knights of Columbus, please contact Rick Myers at 464-2040.  We have a First & Second Degree scheduled for Jan. 23, 2012.

K of C 200 Club

Dec. 27: $50-Theresa Wilhelm
               $25-Darlene Tyler, Susan Matta
Healthy Habits January Message 
from your Health Ministry Team

Sodium Chloride (Salt) has a significant job to do in the human body.  It has responsibility in acid-base balance, water balance, nerve impulse transmission and muscle contraction, but too much of this good thing can be bad.  Excessive intake of salt disturbs the balance of fluid in the body, which can cause an increase in blood pressure, and thus a strain on the blood vessels themselves.

The problem today is that salt is hidden everywhere in food, not just in the shaker on the table or stove-side.  The typical person needs 1500-2400 mg of salt in their daily diet (that is about one teaspoon).  Consider that one cup of 1% milk has 125 mg of salt in it naturally and you have almost 10% of your daily requirement of salt.  One teaspoon of soy sauce has 914 mg of salt and a half of cup of spaghetti sauce contains over 500 mg.

The following is a list of foods that abound in hidden salt:

· Boxed mixes, such as macaroni and cheese, scalloped potatoes and Hamburger Helper

· Pickled foods, such as herring, pickles, relish and olives

· Instant soups, lemon pepper, bouillon cubes, meat tenderizer and monosodium glutamate (MSG)

· Most cheese and cheese spreads

· Smoked or cured meat; hot dogs, ham, sausages, luncheon meats

Instead of table salt utilize other items for seasoning such as fresh cracked pepper and experiment with herbs and spices that are salt free.  Using fresh vegetables instead of canned eliminates some salt a well as cutting the amounts of salt in any homemade items.  

Reducing the salt in your diet can help maintain a healthy blood pressure which helps keep kidneys, heart, and blood vessels healthy. By Denise Hole RN

“ You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men.”   
St. Joseph Roof Fund
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St. Joseph Roof Fund


Total contributed: $61,105
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