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Epiphany of the Lord
Dear Parishioners of St. Joseph and St. Alphonsus,
      Happy Epiphany!  In the liturgy we hear of the signs and wonders that move all of creation toward the newborn King, our Savior Jesus Christ.  May we follow the signs that reveal him to us in our lives.

     As we look back over the past year, we have many accomplishments to be proud of.  Certainly we had many wonderful social gatherings that were great events.  I think first of the well organized pot luck at St. Joseph that brought its 150th Year Anniversary celebration to an end this past September.  Of course Oktoberfest was something to remember as well and the Wine Cellar Nights.

     On the spiritual level, we added Thursday morning rosary and adoration at St. Joseph, and that has enjoyed a faithful crowd that prays for our parishes.  Also, the three Healing Masses and Adorations that we held at St. Joseph this past year proved to be extraordinary prayer experiences.  The musical accompaniment with the steel guitar, piano and acoustic guitar was unlike anything I’ve heard before.  Thanks to those musicians!

     This past year we also had over 100 people participate in the three spirituality Classes that were conducted at our parishes.  Twice I led series on St. Louis de Montfort’s spirituality, True Devotion to Mary.  That was certainly challenging reading, but well worth it.  Many also became acquainted with St. Faustina and her Diary, Divine Mercy in my Soul through that series.   I am glad that the Divine Mercy Chaplet devotion is spreading through the parishes, and is now prayed after Mass on Tuesday nights.  What spiritual growth does the Lord have in store for us this year?  To give you a taste, I am hoping to run spirituality classes on St. Francis of Assisi, St. Theresa of the Little Flower, maybe St. Bernadette and possibly the writings of Bl. John Paul II on the Theology of the Body.  I read a truly sad statistic that barely 1% of Catholics read a Catholic spiritual book—but we know that is not the case here!  Let us stir the spiritual hunger within ourselves, as God has a great feast prepared for us to satisfy our souls.

     I am thankful for the many persons who helped make for such splendid Christmas Masses!  Both of our Churches were decorated so beautifully, and the Masses involved the children in special ways.  I feel new movements to involve our young people in our faith life.  That is so promising for the New Year.  Let us pray together to build upon that!

     Indeed, we have had growth in the area of Youth Ministry that springs into this year.  We are appreciative that Doreen Schaffer and Melodie Adelman have faithfully worked with some of our youth in music ministry.  Building upon that, Cherie Schafer has helped strategize ministry involvement of the youth beginning this last Christmas and now scheduled monthly.  She has helped practice with them as Lectors and worked with our teachers to help coordinate at St. Joseph.  These are blessed signs of God’s movement among us.  We must never be afraid to start in small ways.  In faith life, a beginning is a huge step!     

     I also celebrate that our faith community has summoned the courage to address one large project:  The replacement of the roof on St. Joseph Church.  The Roof Capital Campaign has made steady financial progress, and we are approaching the $80,000 mark.  I am grateful for your generosity.  In a wonderful gesture of support, I am also moved by the St. Alphonsus parishioners who have made contributions to the roof fund.  Truly I think we can say that are Renewing the Legacy of faith and sacrifice of those who built the faith community.  We still have a way to go, so if you have not yet made a financial pledge to support our roof, I invite you to prayerfully consider doing so.  It would be so meaningful for us to say that each of us contributed to this work that befits all.  

     This Tuesday, January 10th, the Roof Committee will meet again at 7:45 pm to discuss information gathered on bids and construction options.  Let us continue to pray that the Lord will help us bring that to completion.

     May the Lord bless you with peace this week.
Fr. William Pifher

MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., Jan. 7 - St. Raymond of Penafort

   5:00 PM (SJ) Walter & Margaret Schlachter

Sun., Jan. 8 - Epiphany of the Lord

  8:00 AM (SJ) Richard, Thelma & Dorothy Gerber

  9:30 AM (SA) Henry & Olive Brown
Mon., Jan. 9 - Baptism of the Lord
  NO MASS
Tues., Jan. 10
  6:00 PM (SA) Confessions

  6:30 PM (SA) Rosary  
  7:00 PM (SA) Rita Stieber
Wed., Jan. 11
   8:15 AM (SJ) Rich Dreschel
Thurs., Jan. 12

   6:45 AM (SJ) Rosary
   7:10 AM (SJ) Clifford Wilhelm
Fri., Jan. 13 - St. Hilary
   8:15 AM (SJ) Theresa Didion
Sat., Jan. 14
   5:00 PM (SJ) Charles Fitch

            Todd & Kelly Jones

Sun., Jan. 15 - 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
  8:00 AM (SJ) Freda Morman
  9:30 AM (SA) Bob Smith
READINGS THIS WEEK
SUN-Is. 60:1-6/Eph. 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt. 2:1-12
MON-Is. 42:1-4, 6-7/Acts 10:34-38/Mk. 1:7-11

TUE-1 Sm. 1:9-20/Mk. 1:21-28

WED-1 Sm. 3:1-10, 19-20/Mk. 1:29-39

THU-1 Sm. 4:1-11/Mk. 1:40-45

FRI-1 Sm. 8:4-7, 10-22a/Mk. 2:1-12

SAT-1 Sm. 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a/Mk. 2:13-17

CONTRIBUTIONS – JAN 1
St. Joseph-Sunday-4,456, Loose-121.25, St. VdeP-50, 50/50-35, Holy Day-699, Bldg Fnd-25, Fuel-75,  School Support-40, Flowers-5, Initial-205,  Christmas-845.
St. Alphonsus-Sunday-1,981, Loose-41, Holy Day-438, Children-2, Vigil Lights-51, Christmas-660, Initial-155, Ladies-5.
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May God send His healing blessings to June Ferguson, Don Mesnard, Kara Miller, Jim Pierce, Edith Smith, Harold Wilhelm, Joe Wise, Service Men & Women, Special Intention
LITURGICAL MINISTERS

Saturday, Jan. 14– 5:00 p.m.. – St. Joseph
L
Elaine Finch
U
Bob Wilhelm, Jeff Clark, John Fries
EM
Elaine Finch, John Miller, Geri Myers, Betty Schafer, Shirley Stang
S
Dylan & Logan Myers, Mark Resor
Sunday, Jan. 15 - 8:00 a.m. - St. Joseph 

L
Cherri Schaffer
U
Doug Elmlinger, Ron Schaffer, Dan Stieber
EM
Barb Smith, Marilyn & Richard Palmer, Ross Stieber, Theresa Fries, Julie Jarrett
S
Olivia & Victoria Smith
Sunday, Jan. 15 – 9:30 a.m. – St. Alphonsus
L
Pat Schaffer, Carolyn Garcia
U
Tom Brown, Gregg Moore, Tom Smith, Richard Gates
EM
Chuck & Sue Fritz, Ruth Ann Foltz, Marty Long, Pat Schaffer, Nancy Wilson, Catherine Raftery, John Garcia, 1 volunteer
S
Theo & George Latteman, Cody Fannin
G
Bob & Alice Crist
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS

JAN 15 - Sheila Meikle
COUNTERS – JAN 9
Nancy Alt, Shirley Kluding, Annabelle Meyer,  Catherine Raftery, Bob & Alice Crist
BIRTHDAYS

JAN 9-Lillian Ames, Elizabeth Clark, Nathanial Good, Fr. Bill, Curt Stang (5 more years and you’ll be Half a Century!)  JAN 10-Kaylin Hauler, Elizabeth Molique, Dan Stieber  JAN 11-Mindy Gies, Linda Kamann, Shelley Mark  JAN 12-Ruth Carroll, Brooklyn Hedrick, Ida Kluding, Marilyn Palmer, Cheryl Rarick, Brandi Roeder, Benjamin Schafer, Victoria Smith, Julia White  JAN 13-Angie Homan, Lori Kaser, Zoltan Takacs  JAN 14-Dave Martin, Carl Phillips, Jill Roberts, Margaret Smith, Adam Stang  JAN 15-Meredith Bores, Kenneth Brown, Chuck Furey, Jane Hedrick, Adam Heyman, Valerie Newell, Marcellus Ott, Karen Silcox, Dale Worcester
AJ’s Tidbits - How does the guy who runs the snowplow get to work in the morning?
PARISH CALENDAR

PSR at St. Alphonsus - Pre-School during Mass, grades K-8 after Mass until 11:15. 
HOLY NAME MEETING at St. Joseph at 9 a.m.

SJ ROOF COMMITTEE will meet at 7:45 p.m. on Tuesday in the Carpenter House.

ANNUAL FUND Kickoff next weekend.

SNOWFEST next Sunday at St. Alphonsus.
AREA EVENTS

Breakfast Buffet at Bismark Senior/Community Center on January 8 from 8 a.m. - noon.  Menu includes pancakes, waffles, ham, sausage, biscuits with sausage gravy, scrambled eggs, hash browns, etc.  50/50 drawing.  Accepting donations for the local food bank.

St. Joseph Middle School Sausage Sale is now in progress.  $6 for a 2-lb pack.  Contact the school to place an order.  Delivery will be Jan. 27.

K of C News

   Club 200 Tickets are available.  
      Jan. 3Winners:  $50-Rae Colahan
            $25-Estella Kehres, Richard Nester

   If you would like to join the Knights of Columbus, please contact Rick Myers at 464-2040.  We have a First & Second Degree scheduled for Jan. 23, 2012.

   The K of C Breakfast Buffet will be held next Sunday from 8 a.m. until noon.  Serving eggs, ham, sausage, biscuits & gravy, pancakes or French toast.  The cost is $6 for adults and $2 for children; children under 5 are free. 
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Goal Rec'd

St. Joseph Roof Fund



To date, 84 donors have contributed $75,890.  Thank you for your generosity!
If you have not yet participated in this capital campaign by making a financial pledge, then we prayerfully invite your support.  Together we can Renew our Legacy of faith.
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