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Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Dear Parishioners of St. Joseph  and St. Alphonsus,
      Happy Snowfest!  The snow has arrived just in time for an exciting winter event this Sunday at St. Alphonsus parish.  All are welcome to join the pilgrim’s group that has arranged the various facets of this event, which includes a potluck of hot soups and homemade breads.  Hopefully you have seen the schedule of activities already in the bulletin, including the Euchre tournament that begins at 1:00 pm sharp . . . come with a partner and its $20 per person.  I am looking forward to playing with the Exterminators.  

     Change is always challenging, but it is also an opportunity to recommit ourselves and prepare for growth.  My band has had to adapt to various changes over the years and learn to play without certain key persons being present from time to time.  This time we face the devastating absence of our long-time keyboard player.  But now I am looking forward to the addition of a flute player and some cool jazz selections that we have added.  What changes have you had to face in your life?  Are you ready to recommit for future growth?

     Pilgrim’s Wall:  If you venture into the St. Alphonsus Hall, you will see a secretly veiled wall.  What is it?  We had some debate about the unveiling of the wall in time for Snowfest, but it is not fully ready.  Some creative pilgrims have been working hard to try to share their experience of pilgrimage and holy shrines in a visual way.  When it is ready, you will see a very tasteful exhibit!
[image: image20.jpg]


     Five First Saturday Breakfast and Seminar:  What are the 5 First Saturdays?  This is a particular devotion that Blessed Virgin personally asked for in her apparitions at Fatima in 1917 as a means to establish World peace and for her to help us on the path of eternal salvation.  

     What does Mary Want?  She invites us each to commit the First Saturday of 5 consecutives months to go to confession, attend Mass and mediate the Rosary with the intention of making reparation for offenses directed against her Immaculate Heart.  The Church has officially approved this message in which she said that God desires to establish devotion to her Immaculate Heart in the world.  She even expressed as a necessary condition to establish an era of peace for the world.  

     I firmly believe that in these intense times when peace is threatened as never before, we are all called to join the Blessed Mother’s army of prayer.  When we think of the great danger and sacrifice of those men and women who are serving in the armed services abroad, we cannot afford to just sit back and talk or wish.  We have a means provided for us by God for each of us to participate and to back them up with our constant and strong prayer. . . the Immaculate Heart of Mary.   I pray our parishes will answer the call to be part of the Blessed Mother’s spiritual army.  The prayers of her army serve as a strong and protective defense for our country and our military personnel, as well as the salvation of souls.  

     This is why, now more than ever, I invite you to consider making a commitment to the Five First Saturdays beginning on February 4th.  To make it a special event, we will be offering a wonderful breakfast free of charge along with a short presentation that I will be giving on some dimension of Marian Spirituality.  For this session I will discuss the message of the Fatima apparitions to the 3 shepherd children (Lucia, Bl. Jacinta and Bl. Francisco) and some aspects of St. Louis de Montfort.  The whole event will take place between 8:30-10:30 am at St. Alphonsus.  Can you commit to the 5 First Saturdays this year. . . 10 hours this year that will change your life.  The Blessed Mother’s promises, along with other spiritual privileges that you will want to learn about.  We have a sign-up in the back of Church this week-end so that we will know how many persons to prepare for.  Make the pledge!

     Also, stay tuned to hear about the special pilgrim Guadalupe Image that will be visiting St. Joseph in a few weeks.  The Knights of Columbus are facilitating the schedule of the image.  She is patroness of the unborn, and we will use the image to pray for life during the visit.

     May the peace of Christ rein in your hearts this week,

Fr. William Pifher

MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., Jan. 14

   5:00 PM (SJ) Charles Fitch


            Todd & Kelly Jones

Sun., Jan. 15 - 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

  8:00 AM (SJ) Freda Morman

  9:30 AM (SA) Bob Smith
Mon., Jan. 16
  NO MASS
Tues., Jan. 17 - St. Anthony
  6:00 PM (SA) Confessions

  6:30 PM (SA) Rosary  
  7:00 PM (SA) 
Wed., Jan. 18
   8:15 AM (SJ) Loretta Hofacker
Thurs., Jan. 19

   6:45 AM (SJ) Rosary
   7:10 AM (SJ) Rita Stieber
Fri., Jan. 20 - St. Fabian; St. Sebastian
   8:15 AM (SJ) Edna Martin
Sat., Jan. 21 - St. Agnes
   5:00 PM (SJ) Deceased Members of
                                William Bauer Family

Sun., Jan. 22 - 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
  8:00 AM (SJ) Philip Martin
  9:30 AM (SA) Edward Schafer
READINGS THIS WEEK
SUN-1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19/1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20/
   Jn 1:35-42

MON-1 Sm 15:16-23/Mk 2:18-22

TUE- 1 Sm 16:1-13/Mk 2:23-28

WED-1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51/Mk 3:1-6

THU-1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7/Mk 3:7-12

FRI-1 Sm 24:3-21/Mk 3:13-19

SAT-2 Sm1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27/Mk 3:20-21

CONTRIBUTIONS – JAN 8
St. Joseph-Sunday-4,002, Loose-158, St. VdeP-30, 50/50-100, Holy Day-15, Bldg Fnd-20, Fuel-82,  School Support-30, Initial-100,  Christmas-220, Holy Name-5, Cemetery-5.
St. Alphonsus-Sunday-3,178, Loose-149.25, Holy Day-23, Children-4.75, Vigil Lights-15, Christmas-200, Initial-90, Needy-580.75.
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May God send His healing blessings to June Ferguson, Don Mesnard, Kara Miller, Jim Pierce, Harold Schafer, Edith Smith, Jason Wiles, Harold Wilhelm, Joe Wise, Service Men & Women, Special Intention
LITURGICAL MINISTERS

Saturday, Jan. 21– 5:00 p.m.. – St. Joseph
L
Nancy Alt
U
Chris Gies, Marvin Pierce, Paul Stang
EM
Ellen Wensink, Charlene Bauer, Brent Bollenbacher, Sheila Meikle, John Miller
S
Isabelle Roeder, Ben Schafer, Nick Schafer
Sunday, Jan. 22 - 8:00 a.m. - St. Joseph 

L
Jackie Schafer
U
Robert Stieber, Reid Stieber, Mark Bores
EM
Chris Raftery, Linda Laux, James Workley, Diana Brown, Barb Good, Jane Kramer
S
Kara & Paige Schafer, Macy Schafer
Sunday, Jan. 22 – 9:30 a.m. – St. Alphonsus
L
Mike & Diane Wasiniak
U
Jim Ott, Bill Brooks, Dennis Foltz, James Heyman
EM
Gregg & Susan Moore, John & Ian Miller, Tom Smith, Sr. Carolyn Marie, Ruth Ann Foltz, Charlie Nay, 1 Volunteer
S
Wesley Fritz, Josee Brown, Joshua Hanneman
G
Chris & Leslie Opper
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS

JAN 22 - Diana Brown
COUNTERS – JAN 17 (Tuesday)
Catherine Tyler, HelenHofacker, Esther Hauler  Catherine Raftery, Rose & Kenny Perry
BIRTHDAYS

JAN 16-Chad Lucal, Bill Mahl, Sheila Meikle, Mary Jean Pretto, Cohen Reer  JAN 17-Gurdon Bores, Ashley Schaffer  JAN 18-Mike Hohler, Stasia Howell, Alice Ringholz, Diane Schafer, Brian Watt  JAN 19-Samantha Cherney, Mary Jane Hohler, Isabelle Roeder, Andrew Skinn  JAN 20-Cody DeVos, Mary Dreschel, Gerard Schafer, Chase Selka  JAN 21-Sue Lesch, Maddox Mynarsky, Jim Sheldon, Robert Smithson  JAN 22-Mike Myers, Brady Pierce, Tammy Ringholz
· AJ’s Tidbits - The characters Bert and Ernie on Sesame Street were named after Bert the cop and Ernie the taxi driver in Frank Capra's "It's a Wonderful Life." 
You have prepared a table before me, and how precious is the chalice that quenches my thirst.
                                           Psalm 23:5
PARISH CALENDAR

ANNUAL FUND Kickoff this weekend.

PSR at St. Alphonsus - Pre-School during Mass, grades K-8 after Mass until 11:15. 
SNOWFEST today at St. Alphonsus.
HEALTH MINISTRY meeting Monday at 6:30 p.m. at St. Alphonsus.

ST. ALPHONSUS FINANCE MEETING Tuesday at 7:30 in the Parish Center.

1st RECONCILIATION at St. Joseph Wednesday at 7 p.m. and at St. Alphonsus next Sunday after Mass.

AREA EVENTS

Spaghetti Dinner at St. Joseph Church, 117 Sandusky St., Plymouth on Sunday, February 12 from 11am to 2pm.  Free will offering - Carry outs available.


Saint Joseph School is accepting applications for a part-time Director of Children’s Center program for 20-24 hours per week.  Responsibilities will include scheduling staff, students, and activities, supervision and weekly billing.  Consideration will be given to those with strong communication & leadership skills and faith practice.  Previous child care experience along with CPR and First Aid certification a plus.  Please send cover letter and resume to: Jim Francis, Principal, Saint Joseph School, 79 Chapel Street, Monroeville, Ohio 44847. Application deadline is January 25, 2012.

St. Joseph Middle School Sausage Sale is now in progress.  $6 for a 2-lb pack.  Contact the school to place an order.  Delivery will be Jan. 27.

Remember when you were sick and you received a cheery note or card from a friend?  Harold Schafer, a life-long member of our parishes, has been under the weather lately and could use a little bit of sunshine.  Please send him a card or note to 2758 Halfway Rd, Monroeville.

Funds available through Catholic Charities:

Physician Bill Assistance-to pay for a past due primary care physician so the client can get back into the office to see their doctor.

FTMC Grant-to assist Huron County residents who are working who may have an unprepared-for expense such as a vehicle repair or needing work-related clothing to maintain employment.

   Both programs have eligibility requirements.  Please call Marla Sommers at 419-668-3073 for an 
appointment.

K of C 200 club
   Club 200 Tickets are still available.  
      Jan. 10 Winners:  $50-Aaron Dahm
            $25-Jim Gravenhorst, Stephen Schumm
K of C Breakfast Buffet will be held today from 8 a.m. until noon.  Serving eggs, ham, sausage, biscuits & gravy, pancakes or French toast.  The cost is $6 for adults and $2 for children; children under 5 are free. 
High School, College Students & Adults Interested in Learning More About the Catholic Faith.

YOUCAT is the new youth catechism of the Catholic Church.  You need to know what you believe.  You need to know your faith with precision.  The Newman Connection put together a team of priests to teach the catechism in the form of on-line video classes.  For a limited time classes will be offered for free.  These classes are on the Newman website www.newmanconnection.com.  Newman Centers, located at universities and colleges, are Catholic campus centers helping students to stay connected to their Catholic faith.

Non-Food Bank will be held Thursday, Jan. 19 from 2-5 p.m. at UCC in Monroeville.  In November, so many people showed up that the shelves were depleted!  Items needed are: toilet paper, bar soap, dish soap, trash bags, paper towels, laundry detergent, toothbrushes/paste, shampoo, facial tissue and multi-purpose cleaner.
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Goal Rec'd

St. Joseph Roof Fund


To date, 96 donors have contributed $83,140.  Thank you for your generosity!

Snowfest 2012

Snowfest January 15th at St. Alphonsus Hall in Norwalk 

sponsored by Youth Pilgrimage (a group of area pilgrims responding to a call to renew hearts through prayer, study, and pilgrimage).  

ALL ARE WELCOME.   Donations accepted. 

1:00pm Euchre Tournament, delicious appetizers and munchies provided. 

There will be prizes and raffles AND a trophy for the 

2012 SNOWFEST EUCHRE CHAMPION !!!! 

Please bring your own beverage and decorated sled if you have one- 

prizes will be awarded.  

Kids and adults can compete in the INDOOR snowman building contest  (materials will be provided to build them). 

BYOBG - bring your own board games.  

3:00pm a BIG surprise for  all.  

4:00pm Potluck Soup Supper please bring soup, chili, bread, muffins or 

dessert to share.  

5:00pm Exterminators Band to play.  

7:00pm Awards for Sled & Snowman Contests

A fun winter fest for all.  Come and participate in the contests, play cards and board games, eat, or just sit a bit to hear the music and visit.

7:00pm awards for sled  and snowman contests. All this and more!
[image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9][image: image10][image: image11][image: image12][image: image13][image: image14][image: image15][image: image16][image: image17][image: image18][image: image19]



























