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Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
[image: image20.wmf]Dear Parishioners of St. Joseph and St. Alphonsus,
     Here we are already at the end of January! That brings us to Catholic Schools Week, which we are kicking off with the Italian Dinner after Mass this Saturday night.  We hope you will join us for the fun and support!

     As we see our 2nd graders making their First Communion enrollment this weekend, it causes us to reflect upon our own faith commitment.  It is amazing that the Lord wants to refer to us, the Church, as his own body.  Jesus is personally and really present to us in every way, especially the inner dimension of our lives.  That is especially made known to us in the Eucharist.  That is why we refer to it as Holy Communion.  He is perfectly holy, and he assimilates our life into his.  And He is present to the world through us, the Church!  We are described as the Body of Christ.  

     Examining ourselves, conscious that the Lord dares to unite his reputation to ours, are we a worthy dwelling place for the Lord and the Holy Spirit?  We are called to holiness of body, mind and heart?  Just because Christmas is past and Easter seems far doesn’t mean that you should wait to attend to the needs of your soul through a holy confession.  The Lord would welcome that with an outpouring of his Mercy.  May we all know the joy of the little ones we see this weekend who are entrusted to us, His Body, to form them with strong and committed faith.  Faith is a gift, but it is not magic.  We must commit ourselves continually to become what we receive, the Body of Christ.  

     Late January also turns our attention to the practical matters of our faith life and the operation of our ministries.  Currently, our Finance Advisory Councils are working hard to make financial assessments and anticipate next year’s budgets.  This is always a challenging prospect.   Especially with the Catholic ministry at St. Joseph, we always have to examine ways that we can operate as efficiently as possible while continuing to provide a quality faith education.  So we are in the midst of that once again!  We have shown ourselves as firmly committed to sustaining a strong Catholic education, and able to discover new ways to make meet the challenges.  Thanks for all of you who make it happen!

     On that note I would also like to thank you for your support of St. Joseph School’s Annual Fund Campaign that is currently taking place.  I am proud to say that there is a tradition of great generosity and strong support from both our parishes to support Catholic Education, and I have confidence that we will be successful once again in this year’s campaign.  

     Thanks to the Knights of Columbus for bringing Our Lady of Guadalupe to St. Joseph Parish this weekend.  This past week I prayed the rosary with all of our 4-8th graders in the presence of this miraculous image of the Blessed Mother for the protection of the unborn.  This is time well spent, and I am glad to have the opportunity to do such things because of our Catholic School!  Our Lady will bring her special protection to those who allow Her to cover them with her mantle.  Hope to see you at the First Saturday Breakfast!

     Fr. William Pifher
MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., Jan. 28 - St. Thomas Aquinas

  4:30 PM (SJ) Rosary for Youth & Unborn

  5:00 PM (SJ) Deceased Members of

                                Harlon Stang Family

Sun., Jan. 29 - 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time

  8:00 AM (SJ) Frank Ruffing

  9:30 AM (SA) Edward Schafer
Mon., Jan. 30
  NO MASS
Tues., Jan. 31 - St. John Bosco
  6:00 PM (SA) Confessions

  6:30 PM (SA) Rosary  
  7:00 PM (SA) Eugene Wise
Wed., Feb. 1 
   8:15 AM (SJ) Karl & Lavina Powley
Thurs., Feb. 2 - Presentation of the Lord
   6:45 AM (SJ) Rosary
   7:10 AM (SJ) Anita Miller
Fri., Feb. 3 - St. Blaise
   8:15 AM (SJ) Marcella Miller
Sat., Feb. 4
  8:30 AM (SA) Rosary

  9:00 AM (SA) For Parishioners

  5:00 PM (SJ) Charles Fitch
                          Clayton Houck
Sun., Feb. 5 - 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
  8:00 AM (SJ) Philip Martin
  9:30 AM (SA) Ed & Paul Brown
READINGS THIS WEEK
SUN-Dt 18:15-20/1 Cor 7:32-35/Mk 1:21-28
MON-2 Sm 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13/Mk 5:1-20

TUE-2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30; 19:3/Mk 5:21-43

WED-2 Sm 24:2, 9-17/Mk 6:1-6

THU-Mal 3:1-4/Heb 2:14-18/Lk 2:22-40

FRI-Sir 47:2-11/Mk 6:14-29

SAT-1 Kgs 3:4-13/Mk 6:30-34

CONTRIBUTIONS – JAN 22
St. Joseph-Sunday-3,084 (98 donors), Loose-116, 50/50-10, Bldg Fund-50, Fuel-30, Initial-35, School Supp-35.
St. Alphonsus-Sunday-2,262 (50 donors), Loose-165, Holy Day-11, Children-2, Initial-19, Vigil Lights-12.
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May God send His healing blessings to June Ferguson, Don Mesnard, Kara Miller, Jim Pierce, Edith Smith, Jason Wiles, Harold Wilhelm, Joe Wise, Service Men & Women, Special Intention
LITURGICAL MINISTERS

Saturday, Feb. 4– 5:00 p.m.. – St. Joseph
L
Elaine Finch
U
Jeff Clark, John Fries, Marvin Pierce
EM
Ellen Wensink, Charlene Bauer, Brent Bollenbacher, Sheila Meikle, John Miller
S
Tyler Smith, Jake & Mason Kluding
Sunday, Feb. 5 - 8:00 a.m. - St. Joseph 

L
Angie Roth
U
Frank Edwards, Bob Good, Doug Elmlinger
EM
Barb Good, Evelyn Ruffing, Theresa Fries, Julie Jarrett, Linda Laux, James Workley
S
Dominique & Sean Workley, Kirsten Stieber
Sunday, Feb. 5 – 9:30 a.m. – St. Alphonsus
L
Marty Long, Sr. Carolyn Marie
U
John Burrow, Donald Schaffer, Clayton Ott, Charles Fritz
EM
Diane Schafer, David & Jackie Reed, Robin Welch, Ron & Barb Chase, Sue Schindley, 2 Volunteers
S
Emma, Jami & Kyle Kluding
G
Sue Moore & Jeanette Ott
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS

FEB 5 - Betty Schafer
COUNTERS – JAN 30
Theresa Schafer, Ruth Schaffer, Judy Trushel, Catherine Raftery, Alice & Bob Crist
BIRTHDAYS

[image: image22.wmf]JAN 30-John Header, Adam Rogers  JAN 31-Yvonne Jump, Ruth Reed  FEB 1-Monica Gerber, Zebediah Schafer, Brittany Welch  FEB 2-Kelli Meacham, Abbi Poths, Tony Ruffing, Marge Schafer, Ed Scheid, Robert Smith, Paul Stang  FEB 3-McKenzie Alt, Susan Gahring, Fred Leber, Patricia Roeder, Vince Schaffer  FEB 4-Ethan Kluding, Walter Marcum, Jeanette Meyer, Drake Neuberger  FEB 5-Brenda Gates, Riley Kendall, Sandy Runkle, Jill Sitterly, Tom Sitterly
· AJ’s Tidbits - TYPEWRITER is the longest word that can be made using the letters only on one row of the keyboard
PARISH CALENDAR

1st COMMUNION ENROLLMENT this weekend at the 5:00 & 9:30 Masses.

PSR at St. Alphonsus - Pre-School during Mass, grades K-8 after Mass until 11:15. 
AREA EVENTS

Breakfast Buffet sponsored by Monroeville Boys Basketball today from 8-12:30 at Monroeville American Legion.  Adults: $6; Ages 3-12: $3; Under 3: Free; Veterans: $5.
Soup & Sandwich Lunch today from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
at Bismark Senior/Community Center, 5582 Bismark Rd. Bellevue.  Serving chicken noodle, vegetable and potato soups plus pulled pork and chicken sandwiches, desserts and drinks.  50/50 Drawing.  We are also accepting donations for the local food pantry.
All You Can Eat Breakfast next Sunday, Feb. 5 at Monroeville American Legion.  Adults: $6; Children: $3; Under 5: Free
Spaghetti Dinner at St. Joseph Church, 117 Sandusky St., Plymouth on Sunday, February 12 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Free will offering - Carry outs available.


THANK YOU

The family of Harold Schafer want to thank everyone for their time, talent, food, donations, prayers and support during this time of Harold’s passing.  We realize how much family and friends really mean to us.  Your kindness and love will always be remembered.

The Charles Smith family would sincerely like to thank everyone for the food and donations for Charles’ funeral.

Magnificat is a Catholic women’s ministry of women evangelizing other women.  You are invited to a 3-hour “Magnificat Meal” on Feb. 11 from 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at The Clarion Inn & Conference Center in Fremont.  You will share breakfast, fellowship, sing, pray, and hear a speaker tell how God has influenced her life.  Call Diane Dudenhoefer at 419-602-0627 or e-mail magnificatinfo@catholic.org for more information.  
K of C 200 Club
  Jan. 24 winners: $50-Dorothy Doughty
                 $25-Betty Smith, Nancy Brown
To date, 112 donors have contributed

$100,440.  Thank you for your generosity!

World Day of the Sick has been celebrated on February 11th, the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, since 1992.  World Day of the Sick has three consistent themes. First, it reminds the faithful to pray intensely and sincerely for those who are sick. Second, the celebration invites Christians to reflect on and respond to human suffering. And third, this day recognizes and honors all persons who work in health care and serve as caregivers.
   The Health Ministry Team and Fr. Bill have planned a special service that will take place on Feb 11th before the 5:00 p.m. Mass.  A special rosary will be prayed at 4:15 p.m. before Mass.  Watch next week’s bulletin for details.  In anticipation of the feast & the World Day of the Sick let’s unite in praying the following Novena as suggested by the National Association of Catholic Chaplains.
   From Feb 2 - Feb 10 say some prayers using your own words for the needs of the sick & caregivers and end with some vocal prayers like Hail Holy Queen, Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be, and/or use the following prayer:
OUR LADY OF LOURDES NOVENA

   “O ever Immaculate Virgin, Mother of Mercy, Health of the sick, Refuge of sinners, Comfort to the Afflicted, you know my wants, my troubles, my sufferings.  Deign to cast upon me a look of mercy.  By appearing in the Grotto of Lourdes, you were pleased to make it a privileged sanctuary, whence you dispense your favors; and already many sufferers have obtained the cure of their infirmities, both spiritual and corporal.  I come, therefore, with the most unbounded confidence to implore your maternal intercession.  Obtain, O loving Mother, the granting of my requests.  Through gratitude for favors, I will endeavor to imitate your virtues that I may one day share your glory.”  Our Lady of Lourdes, pray for us. Amen[image: image1.emf]$180,000
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In the end, my Immaculate Heart will triumph.”   Five First Saturday begins February 4th at St. Alphonsus from 8:30-10:30 am with Rosary, Mass, breakfast and short seminar.  Free!  What does Mary Want? 10 hours this year that will change your life.  Remember to sign-up in the back of Church.  
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