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Dear Parishioners of St. Alphonsus and St. Joseph, 
     The Pastoral Council is directed to represent and respond to the needs of our parish community and to serve in an advisory capacity to the pastor.       

     This is a directive established by the Toledo Diocese and put forth in the Guidelines for Pastoral Councils.   It is also recommended that Council inform parishioners of their activities in a timely manner.

Council has been concentrating extensively on the many aspects of the twinning of our parishes.  It has been very important during these economic times to utilize our resources in the most productive ways possible. 

     We were very fortunate to meet with Pastor Amy Little of Trinity Lutheran Church in Monroeville earlier this year.  Pastor Little presented a discussion on Community Dynamics which coordinates so well with our twinning efforts.  She emphasized the importance of understanding and appreciating our differences and then building on those to create a more dynamic and meaningful parish community.

     This provided the impetus to create a Parish Directory; it also led us to meet with the Finance Councils from St. Joseph and St. Alphonsus, as well as, Mr. Jim Francis, St. Joseph School Principal, and the School Advisory Board.  We are also hoping to meet with members of the many committees represented in our two parishes.  In November we met with Deacon Ron Henderson, the Diocesan Finance Manager and Christopher Knight, the Diocesan Superintendent of Schools who gave us insight into the importance of financial stability for our school.  These meetings have resulted in a valuable overview of our parishes.

We have been able to make good use of our resources in other areas, as well.  This past year the PSR (Parish School of Religion) classes were combined to better utilize our teachers, the VBS (Vacation Bible School) program was combined.

     To insure that Fr. Bill has the necessary time to devote to the PSR program, Mass times were adjusted to better enable him to meet with our students.  

     Council continues to consult the Parish Dream List which was designed to serve as a long term plan for our parishes.  Suggestions from this list led Fr. Bill to introduce an Evening of Adoration which includes the Tuesday evening Mass at St. Alphonsus, and the weekly School of Mary program. 

     The young people of our parishes are also an important resource and we feel it is vital to provide activities and programs for them.  We are hoping to introduce TEC (Teens Encounter Christ) in the near future.  This is a very popular weekend retreat opportunity for high school students in Carey, Ohio.   You can find additional information at the following website:  www.toledodiocese.org/index.php/youth-ministries/ymteens-encounter-christ.tec
     There are many other issues that Council has been discussing and we will continue to make every effort to share these with you.

     Thanks to each of you, you provide the foundation for all our parish activities.  You are the life and breath of St. Joseph and St. Alphonsus parishes.  









Charlene Bauer
MASS INTENTIONS
Sat.,  Apr. 2 - St. Francis of Paola

  5:00 PM (SJ) Pete Schafer


           Bill Miller

Sun., Apr. 3 - 4th Sunday of Lent

 8:00 AM (SJ) Sharon Panfalone & Angie Mickey

 9:30 AM (SA) Mike Martin
Mon., Apr. 4 - St. Isidore
  NO MASS
Tues., Apr. 5 - St. Vincent Ferrer
  6:00 PM (SA) Confessions
  6:30 PM (SA) Rosary  
  7:00 PM (SA) Al Caylor
Wed., Apr. 6
  8:15 AM (SJ) Theresa Didion
Thurs., Apr. 7 - St. John Baptist de la Salle
  6:45 AM (SJ) Rosary
  7:10 PM (SJ) Clifford Wilhelm

  7:00 PM (SA) STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Fri., Apr. 8
   8:15 AM (SJ) Robert Grine
   1:00 PM (SJ) STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Sat.,  Apr. 9 
  5:00 PM (SJ) Charles Fitch
Sun., Apr. 10 - 5th Sunday of Lent
 8:00 AM (SJ) Elliot Lonz
                        Walter & Margaret Schlachter

 9:30 AM (SA) Leander, Ernestine & Joann Gies
READINGS THIS WEEK
SUN-1 Sm. 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Eph. 5:8-14/Jn. 9:1-41
MON-Is. 65:17-21/Jn. 4:43-54

TUE-Ez. 47:1-9, 12/jn. 5:1-16

WED-Is. 49:8-15/Jn. 5:17-30

THU-Ex. 32:7-14/Jn. 5:31-47

FRI-Wis. 2:1a, 12-22/Jn. 7:1-2, 10, 25-30

SAT-Jer. 11:18-20/Jn. 7:40-53
CONTRIBUTIONS – MAR 7
St. Joseph-Sunday-3,267 (102 donors), Loose-184, 50/50-55, Bldg. Fund-15, Fuel-20, School Support-35, Flowers-210, Catholic Relief Services-25, Holy Name-10, Initial-5.
St. Alphonsus-Sunday-2,553 (76 donors), Loose-58,  Children-6, Flowers-283, Vigil Lights-10, Easter-10.
AJ’s Tidbits In seventeenth-century Japan, no citizen was allowed to leave the country on penalty of death. Anyone caught coming or going without permission was executed on the spot.

LITURGICAL MINISTERS

Saturday, Apr. 9 – 5:00 p.m.. – St. Joseph
L
Mike Adelman
U
John Fries, Chris Gies, Bob Wilhelm
EM
Charlene Bauer, Elaine Finch, Geri Myers, Tom & Sandy Runkle
S
Dylan, Hayley & Logan Myers
Sunday, Apr. 10 – 8:00 a.m. – St. Joseph
L
Cherri Schaffer
U
Bob Good, Fred Leber, Ron Schaffer
EM
Diana Brown, Theresa Fries, Barb Good, Julie Jarrett, Chris Raftery, James Workley
S
Kevin Brown, Paige Schafer, Dominique 


Workley
Sunday, Apr. 10 – 9:30 a.m. – St. Alphonsus
L
Larry Hanneman, Sue Moore
U
Tom Ott, Jim Schindley, Jim Pheiffer, Dave Barman
EM
Mike & Diane Wasiniak, Tom Smith, Mary Ott, Jeanette Ott, Bob & Alice Crist, 2 Volunteers
S
George & Theo Latteman, Cody Fannin
G
Rosalie & Denny Perry
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS

APR 103- Sue Rogers
COUNTERS – APR 4
Nancy Alt, Shirley Kluding, Annabelle Meyer Catherine Raftery, Ann & Fred Roth
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APR 4- Stacy Gerke, Elise Horner, Patricia Kamann, Reese Meacham,Barb Mesnard, Larry Mesnard, Ron Myers, Jill Mynarsky, Sandra Wilhelm APR 5-Jeriel Smith, Kyle Gray, Levi Scheid, Tom Ott  APR 6-Bonnie Tyler, Tammy Stang, Nicholas Lyon, Julie Tyler, Miranda Leibold  APR 7-Esther Hauler, Christie Poths,  Zach Palmer  APR 8-Julie Jarrett, Rick Hicks  APR 9-Jamie Bores, Bailey Bollenbacher, Cori Smith, Jacqueline Sindlinger  APR 10-Terry Fitzgerald, Mary Scheid, Heather Perry, Melinda Roth, Paige Espvik
May God send His healing blessings to Helen Didion, Kathy Miller, Arlene Ott, Jim Pierce, Dorothy Schaffer, Rita Stieber, Harold Wilhelm, Betty Wise, Eugene Wise, Service Men & Women, Special Intention.
PARISH CALENDAR

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER TRAINING Tuesday at 7:30pm at St. Alphonsus.  ALL Eucharistic Ministers are required to attend.
LENTEN SERVICE Wednesday beginning with soup supper at 6 p.m. at St. John UCC on Thomas Road.
LAS VEGAS NIGHT Saturday from 6pm-Midnight at St. Alphonsus.  

AREA EVENTS
Full course breakfast Sunday, April 10 at the Bismark Senior/Community Center, 5582 Bismark Road; serving from 8:00 - 12:00.  50/50 drawing and collecting donations for the Food Bank.  

CHICKEN BBQ at Monroeville Fire Station Sunday, April 10 beginning at 11am until gone.
FAMOUS SWISS STEAK DINNER at Our Ladyof Lourdes, New London on Sunday, April 10 from 11am - 4pm.  Adults: $10; Seniors: $7; Children: $7.
*    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *
St. Alphonsus Festival meeting Tuesday April 12, at 7:30 in the parish center. Everyone is encouraged to attend. We are looking for new ideas. Silent Auction items can be dropped off any time or given to Catherine. Have any questions please call Maria at 419-668-0254
WEDNESDAY LENTEN SERVICES

April 6 - St. John UCC with Pastor Amy preaching.  The text is Matthew 25: 31-46. 

April 13 - St. Alphonsus with Deacon George preaching. The theme is "A Time to Mourn" from John 11: 17-36
   All weeks will begin with a soup supper at 6 p.m. followed by the service at 7.

Pre-School Teacher/Child Care Director Position

St. Joseph School is accepting applications for a part time preschool teacher working Tues., Wed. and Thurs. mornings. The position can be coupled with that of afternoon/after school Child Care Director.  Strong consideration will be given to previous preschool teaching experience. Please send a cover letter and resume to Jim Francis, Principal, St. Joseph School, 79 Chapel Street, Monroeville, Ohio 44847
Attention St Alphonsus-St Joseph PSR Families and Teachers: The Seventh and Eighth grade class would like to remind you that you need to wear shoes on Sundays (no sandals or flip flops) as we are planning our Annual All-Class kickball game on the baseball diamond should we be blessed with a sunny, warm and dry Sunday before the end of classes. Be prepared!
APRIL CALENDAR
5 - Eucharistic Minister Training after Mass

6 - Lenten Service at St. John UCC

9 - Market Day Order Pickup

9 - Las Vegas Night at St. Alphonsus

12 - Pastoral Council Meeting

12 - St. Alphonsus Festival Meeting at 7:30pm

13 - St. Joseph School Advisory Council Meeting

15-17 - Paper Drive

18 - Confessions: 1pm at St. Joseph

19 - Confessions: 6pm at St. Alphonsus

21 - Holy Thursday - Mass at 7pm at St. Joseph

22 - Good Friday - Service at 1pm at St. Alphonsus

23 - Holy Saturday - Mass at 8pm at St. Joseph

24 - Easter Sunday - Masses at 8am & 9:30am

27 - St. Joseph Festival Meeting at 6:30pm

29 - St. Joseph School Talent Show

30 - Square Dance at St. Alphonsus

Las Vegas Night Saturday, April 9 from 6pm-12am at St. Alphonsus Hall.  Black Jack, Texas Hold ‘Em, 50/50, Raffles and much more!  Admission is $10 and includes food and refreshments.  Live entertainment by Dan Fester from 7-11pm.  Grand Prize is a trip for two to Las Vegas.  

200 Club Winners

Mar. 29: $50-Mary Ann Brooks
               $25-Council 1117 K of C, Bob Wensink
Stein Hospice Caregiver Day

Stein Hospice invites all caregivers to an informative and relaxing afternoon on Saturday, April 30 from 1-5pm at Sutton Center, 1848 E. Perry St., Port Clinton.  The event includes presentations by an attorney specializing in estate planning and elder law and a caregiver whose husband had Alzheimer’s.  The event is free but registration is required.  Contact Ann Davis at 800-625-5269 or adavis@steinhospice.org.

Lenten advice 
Fast from emphasis on differences; 

   feast on the unity of all life. 

Fast from discontent; 

   feast on gratitude. 

[image: image3.wmf]Fast from anger; 

   feast on patience. 

Fast from pessimism; 

   feast on optimism. 

Fast from complaining; 

   feast on appreciation. 

Fast from self concern; 

   feast on compassion for others. 

Fast from unrelenting pressures; 

   feast on unceasing prayer. 
[image: image4.wmf]Collisions In The Dark 
At this point in Lent, Easter joy and hope are in sight for those who see with eyes or faith. John's Gospel story of the blind man healed by Jesus invites us to reflect upon the many ways we see and the many ways that we can be blind as well. The good news at the heart of the story shines a light on all our darkness. If we open ourselves to Jesus as our Good Shepherd and Light, then we can be healed of every blindness, physical and spiritual. Jesus’ healing gift empowers us to walk safely in valleys of darkness, His light guiding us on the journey. 

Yet too often we Christians rely only on our physical eyes or the eyes of our intellect. We forget that a brighter light burns within us, enlightening our spiritual eyes with the gift of faith. If we continue to ignore this purer light we can become blind intellectually and spiritually. Do not despair! If today’s lesson finds you stumbling in darkness, simply reach out in faith as the blind man did. Jesus will touch again the eyes of your heart, washing away doubts and darkness, spilling His pure light on your life from today forward




























