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Second Sunday of Easter




Dear Parishioners of St. Alphonsus and St. Joseph,
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     Today the Church celebrates Divine Mercy Sunday as the 2nd Sunday of Easter.  This feast has its origins in the revelations of Jesus to St. Faustina Kowalska.  She made these known in her writings.  Next year I would like to promote the Divine Mercy Chaplet Novena that precedes the feast in a more comprehensive way.  Why?  Because the Church approves the extraordinary outpouring of grace that Jesus promises to those who complete the novena.  Jesus instructed St. Faustina to “proclaim to the world my unfathomable mercy.”  Though we can be confident to receive it, Jesus warned, “No soul will be justified unless it turns with confidence to My mercy” and that greatest sinners should place their trust in My mercy.  

     In the devotions, Jesus emphasized how refreshed and invigorated his heart feels by the meek and humble souls of little children.  He said the innocence and beauty of these souls send all heaven into ecstacy and they are the heavenly Father’s favorites!
     On that note:  Congratulations to our 2nd graders who experienced the joy of receiving their First Holy Communion this weekend at our parishes.  The Eucharist is the gift of Jesus’ love, brought to us in the closest and most real way.   May these blessed young persons always remain close to Jesus in this sacrament throughout their lives, and may their love grow in its fullness in their hearts.  In a special way I would like to thank the catechists, teachers and parents who have helped prepare them for this new moment of faith.

     May is always considered a special month for Mary.  Mary wants to stay close to us as our Mother and teacher in faith.  She is an expert in the love of Jesus and life in the Church.  She strengthened the early Church with her presence and her prayers, and she desires to do the same for us if we will allow her that opportunity.   I am so glad that we have many opportunities at our parish to help facilitate that.  As you know, we continue with rosary and adoration in Church on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and I am glad also to say that the children of St. Joseph School will pray the rosary each week this month.  You are welcome to join them on Tuesdays at 1:40 pm in the church.  They are involved in helping to lead the decades and meditations.  Finally, we will be conducting the School of Mary on Wednesdays at 1 pm or 7 pm beginning May 4th.  I ordered a few extra books just in case someone wants to join at the last minute.  What will you be doing this month to open the doors of your soul to the Blessed Mother?  

     I have even more good news to announce regarding St. Joseph School:  I would like to be the first to welcome Sr. Carolyn Marie Schaffer to our school teaching staff for next school year.  Sr. Carolyn Marie is native to our area as a proud daughter of St. Alphonsus parish.  We are so blessed to count two full time consecrated religious sisters to our teaching staff at St. Joseph.  That does add something very special.  Sr. Barb Krakora is the other religious sister who taught with us this past year.  I feel that the Lord is blessing our ministry in a special way and helping us strengthen our Catholic identity and faith formation at every step.

Fr. Bill
MASS INTENTIONS
[image: image2.emf]Sun., May 1 - Second Sunday of Easter

 8:00 AM (SJ) Richard Fritz

                        Kevin Schaffer

 9:30 AM (SA) First Communion

 1:00 PM (SJ) First Communion
Mon., May 2 - St. Athanasius
  NO MASS
Tues., May 3 - St Philip & St. James
  6:00 PM (SA) Confessions
  6:30 PM (SA) Rosary  
  7:00 PM (SA) Margaret Windau & David Windau
Wed., May 4
  8:15 AM (SJ) Carl & Lavina Powley
Thurs., May 5
   6:45 AM (SJ) Rosary

   7:10 AM (SJ) Dorothy Stallkamp
Fri., May 6 
   8:15 AM (SJ) Dennis Didion
Sat., May 7
  9:00 AM (SA) For Parishioners

  5:00 PM (SJ) Dolores Limbird
                        Paul & Ortrude Smith

[image: image3.emf]Sun., May 8 - Third Sunday of Easter
 8:00 AM (SJ) Mothers
 9:30 AM (SA) Mothers
READINGS THIS WEEK
SUN-Acts 2:42-47/1 Pt. 1:3-9/Jn. 20:19-31
MON-Acts 4:23-31/Jn. 3:1-8

TUE-1 Cor. 15:1-8/Jn. 14:6-14

WED-Acts 5:17-26/Jn. 3:16-21

THU-Acts 5:27-33/Jn. 3:31-36

FRI-Acts 5:34-42/Jn. 6:1-15

SAT-Acts 6:1-7/Jn. 6:16-21
CONTRIBUTIONS – APR 24
St. Joseph-Sunday-1,981 (57 donors) Easter-7,996 (164 donors) Loose-502, 50/50-40, Bldg. Fund-50, Fuel-5, School Support-20, Flowers-40, Mother’s Day-20, Initial-5.
St. Alphonsus-Sunday-1,771, (53 donors) Easter-4,389, Loose-417, Children-3, Ladies-18, Good Friday-457.
AJ’s Tidbits - You can tell the size of your God by looking at the size of your worry list; the longer your list, the smaller your God.
LITURGICAL MINISTERS

Saturday, May 7 – 5:00 p.m.. – St. Joseph
L
Nancy Alt
U
Jeff Clark, Marvin Pierce, Bill Stang
EM
Elaine finch, Sheila Meikle, John Miller, Tom Runkle, Betty Schafer
S
Jake Kluding, Tyler Smith, Elizabeth Takacs
Sunday, May 8 – 8:00 a.m. – St. Joseph
L
Jackie Schafer
U
Ken & Marie Bischoff, Mark Bores
EM
Barb Good, Julie Landoll, Chris Raftery, Sue Rogers, Carol Stieber, Jim Workley
S
Kara & Paige Schafer, Dominique Workley
Sunday, May 8– 9:30 a.m. – St. Alphonsus
L
Robin Welch & Sue Schindley
U
Carl Schnellinger, Bob Wilson, Joseph Lesch, Dennis Smith 
EM
Mike & Diane Wasiniak, Tom Smith, Mary Ott, Jeanette Ott, Bob & Alice Crist, 2 Volunteers
S
Michael & Joshua Hanneman
G
Julie & Glenn Brooks
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS

MAY 8- Diana Brown
COUNTERS – MAY 2
Phyllis Gravenhorst, Margaret Smith Catherine Raftery, Rose & Denny Perry
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MAY 2-Adam Mastroianni, Tim Stang  (Double Nickels!) Amber Stanley  MAY 3-Kylee Brooks, Charles Fisher, Ashley Fries, Beth Fritz, Makenna Hampton  MAY 4-Andrew Betschman, James Doughty, Spencer Howell  MAY 5-Jeff Clark, Mirena Miller, Isabel Ott, Don Schafer, Matthew Schaffer, Neil Schlachter, Leroy Stang  MAY 6-Emily Bischoff, Katelyn Elmlinger, Kenneth Gee, Theresa Schafer, Ryan Sowders, Abby Wilhelm  MAY 7-Mary Ann Brooks, Ed Clark, Caleigh Ott, Michael Silcox, Allison Stang  -Brandon Brown, Sarah Camp, Claire Cherry, Beatrice Feuerstein, Kim Haughawout, Gaylynn Schafer, Maria Temple  
[image: image5.wmf]
WEDDING BANNS 
   I - Tyler Van Fleet & 
             Stephanie Schafer

II - Jordan Biggs & 
               Stephanie Stang

PARISH CALENDAR

Grandparents Day & May Crowning takes place at St. Joseph School on Wednesday.
AREA EVENTS

Breakfast Buffet and Bake Sale today from 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at St. Francis Xavier, Willard.  Bacon, French Toast, Scrambled Eggs, Hash Browns, Sausage Gravy and Biscuits, Cereal and beverages.  Adults: $6; Children: $3. 
Garage sale Thursday and Friday, May 5 & 6 at Bismark Senior/Community Center, 5582 Bismark Road. 
Mother’s Day Buffet next Sunday in the Melting Pot Café at Sorrowful Mother Shrine.  Serving from 11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Menu includes Carved Rosemary Pork Loin, Chicken Marsala, Salad & Desserts.  Reservations are requested (419-483-3435 ext. 101)

Blood Drive at Monroeville Fire Station on Friday, May 6 from 1-7 p.m.

Cake Baking Contest at the Monroeville Dam Festival on Saturday, May 28 at 12:30 p.m.  Registration fee is $2.  Call Sue Long at 419-465-2183 with any questions.

Chicken BBQ Dinner Sunday, May 15 from 11:00 - 1:00 at Bismark Community Center. Bring donation of any items for the Food Bank.

Abigail Ministries “Walk for Life” will be held on June 4.  To participate in the walk or to sign up to be a Prayer Partner, call Abigail Ministries 419-668-9500.

***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***
Congratulations to Frank Gies who was the April winner of the 50/50 Raffle.  He received $132.50.

ATTN: Backyard Barbequers!  St. Joseph School will sponsor a Rib Cook Off on Friday May 20 from 5-8 p.m.  Call the school at 419-465-2625 to reserve your spot and prove to the world that you make the best ribs in the area!  Entry fee is $25.
The RCIA Team would like to thank all the women who helped to make our lunches so wonderful with their donations of soups, sandwiches and desserts.  We received many compliments on your cooking!

   Thank you again.



          Charlie, Jill and Theresa

NEEDED:  Someone to sit with Betty from 2-5 p.m. each day.  Please call Roseanne Wise at 419-663-1113 or 419-271-1464.

A special thanks to Father Bill for the visits to our home and to the wonderful volunteers who gave their time to bring Communion every weekend.  Also, thank you to the ladies who prepared the funeral lunch.  We have a great parish!




Philip Martin Family
[image: image6.wmf]May God send His healing blessings to Helen Didion, Dolores Kimball, Don Mesnard, Kathy Miller, Arlene Ott, Jim Pierce, Dorothy Schaffer, Rita Stieber, Harold Wilhelm, Betty & Joe Wise, Eugene Wise, James with cancer, Service Men & Women, Special Intention.
IN YOUR CHARITY please pray for Philip Martin who was buried Wednesday.  May he know the peace of the risen Lord for all eternity.

Camp Good Grief is a week-long day camp for children ages 5-13 who have experienced a loss of any type (death, divorce, separation, etc.).  Stein Hospice will be offering camp at three locations this summer: June 6-10 in Tiffin; June 20-24 in Huron; and July 11-15 in Port Clinton.  For more information please call Hope Seavers at 419-656-5353 or hseavers@steinhospice.org.

Monroeville K of C News
Membership Drive-First Degree on May 1 at 2 p.m. at the K of C Hall on Peru Center Rd.  Any Catholic gentleman who wishes to join should call Rick Myers at 419-465-2040.

Hog & Dog Roast by Lake Erie Chapter Knights of Columbus on May 7 at 4 p.m. at the Monroeville K of C Hall.  Tickets are $5 for adults; Children free.  Call Jim Jarrett for tickets.

200 Club Winners

Apr. 19: $50-Don Weltin
              $25-Ervin Myers, Norma Bauer
   Each Friday night after work, Bubba would fire up his outdoor grill and cook a venison steak.  But, all of Bubba’s neighbors were Catholic and since it was Lent, they were forbidden from eating meat on Friday.  The delicious aroma from the grilled venison steaks was causing such a problem for the Catholic faithful that they finally talked to their priest.  The priest came to visit Bubba, and suggested that he become a Catholic.  After several classes and much study, Bubba attended Mass…and as the priest sprinkled holy water over him, he said, “You were born a Baptist and raised a Baptist, but now you are a Catholic”.  
   Bubba’s neighbors were greatly relieved, until the next Lent rolled around and on Friday the wonderful aroma of grilled venison filled the neighborhood.  The priest was called immediately by the neighbors and, as he rushed into Bubba’s yard clutching a rosary and prepared to scold him, he stopped and watched in amazement.  There stood Bubba, clutching a small bottle of holy water which he carefully sprinkled over the grilling meat and chanted: “You wuz born a deer and wuz raised a deer, but now you is a catfish”.
PRAYER FOR FARMERS
   Bless us, O God, with favorable weather, that the earth may bring forth a rich harvest.

   Bless us with sunlight and frying winds after the rains, that the soil may give us life and growth and food.

   Bless us with good crops this year, that all may prosper and those who are hungry may know you are generous.

   Strengthen our faith in you, that in good times and in bad we may never doubt your love for us.

   We ask this through Christ our Lord.

   Amen.




























