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Fourth Sunday of Easter
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Dear Parishioners of St. Alphonsus and St. Joseph, 

     During this month of May we continue to invoke Mary, our Blessed Mother, to help us in our trials and concerns.  But we also want to thank her amidst our joys and successes.  During their weekly rosary prayers this month, the St. Joseph School children have prayed for favorable weather conditions for the farmers.  Let us continue to be confident in her motherly protection and guidance.

     In the past few months, our joint Pastoral Advisory Council has met with representatives from our various parish organizations and groups.  One of the co-presidents of Pastoral Council, Bob Crist from St. Alphonsus, explained well that we want to keep in communication with the various ministries so that we all have a sense of being connected.  It gives us a chance to appreciate the persons and works being carried out through our parishes.  

     So last month we met with two of our representatives to the St. Vincent DePaul charitable ministry that we support through our needy collections.  Bob Roth and Mary Ellen Hamernick shared moving experiences with us about helping our local needy.  They spoke of the real need that still exists among us today.  Encouraging our generous giving, Mr. Roth testified, “the old maxim still holds true:  the more you give, the more you get.”  We also discussed the priority to re-establish our Social Concerns Committee.  One of our parishioners who is in our deacon formation program, Mike Wasiniak, has particular interest in that area.  He presented a reflection paper at his deacon class on this subject.

     Last week, we met with Angie Swanbeck, the president of our parent group at St. Joseph, Helping Hands.  The group was formed over 20 years ago to create, sponsor, and promote school events that help provide funding for extra items for the school & teachers.  Mrs. Swanbeck reports that their goals and commitment remain strong.  Top among their goals is to address the need for new school playground equipment.   They are strategizing how they could purchase a major piece of play equipment which would be enjoyed by students for years to come.  The process has been slow because the equipment is very expensive due to such factors installation, shipping, and surface costs.  They would be glad of our support in any way.   The Pastoral Council was very supportive of this need and agreed that we could take up a one time extra collection at Mass.  They would welcome any new members to their organization.  

     Parish Office News:  For about 5 weeks, beginning May 23rd, our parish office will be operating on very limited hours.  Our parish secretary, Elaine Finch, will be having some minor shoulder surgery and will need some time for proper recuperation.  We have been very busy administratively trying to anticipate that challenging reality and figuring out how we will cope.  We will have help in the parish office between 12-2 pm on most weekdays, and I will be checking the answering machine with frequency.  We appreciate your patience during this time and also ask your prayers for a most speedy recovery!  We’ll work together and the Lord will help us through!

     Don’t forget this Friday,  the return to CANA.:  Fr. Bill and The Exterminators will be performing live at the St. Alphonsus’Wine Cellar.   All are invited to this wedding reception from 7-11 pm, and it is bring your own beverage to share.  Snacks will be provided.  There is no charge, but free will donations will be accepted for youth ministry.  

     Fr. Bill
MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., May 14

  5:00 PM (SJ) Fr. Ben Ringholz

Sun., May 15 - Fourth Sunday of Easter

 8:00 AM (SJ) Walter & Margaret Schlachter

 9:30 AM (SA) Henry & Olive Brown


            Mike Martin
Mon., May 16
  NO MASS
Tues., May 17
  6:00 PM (SA) Confessions
  6:30 PM (SA) Rosary  
  7:00 PM (SA) James Ramsey
Wed., May 18 - St. John I
  8:15 AM (SJ) Helen Ruffing
Thurs., May 19
   6:45 AM (SJ) Rosary

   7:10 AM (SJ) Ike & Louise Smith
Fri., May 20 - St. Bernardine 
   8:15 AM (SJ) Frank Ruffing
Sat., May 21
  2:00 PM (SA) Wedding: Tyler Van Fleet &



Stephanie Schafer
  5:00 PM (SJ) Steve Gerber

           Charles Fitch


           Arthur Miller & Joseph Macioce

Sun., May 22 - Fifth Sunday of Easter
 8:00 AM (SJ) Philip Martin
 9:30 AM (SA) Rich & Marie Raftery
READINGS THIS WEEK
SUN-Acts 2:14a, 36-41/1 Pt. 2:20b-25/Jn. 10:1-10
MON-Acts 11:1-18/Jn. 10:11-18

TUE-Acts 11:19-26/Jn. 10:22-30

WED-Acts 12:24; 13:5a/Jn. 12:44-50

THU-Acts 13:13-25/Jn. 13:16-20

FRI-Acts 13:26-33/Jn. 14:1-6

SAT-Acts 13:44-52/Jn. 14:7-14
CONTRIBUTIONS – MAY 8
St. Joseph-Sunday-5,570 (120 donors) Easter-515 ($11,173 y-t-d) Loose-200.37, Holy Day-20, 50/50-95, St.VdeP-115. Bldg. Fund-45, Fuel-20, School Support-65, Flowers-10, Mother’s Day-3410, Ladies-5, Cemetery End-95, Needy-516.10.
St. Alphonsus-Sunday-2,206, (71 donors) Easter-260 ($5,655.45  y-t-d), Loose-146, Children-3, Ladies-58, Mother’s Day-172, Vigil Lights-21, Cemetery-138, Needy-622.
AJ’s Tidbits Of the six men who made up the Three Stooges, three of them were real brothers (Moe, Curly and Shemp.)

LITURGICAL MINISTERS

Saturday, May 21 – 5:00 p.m.. – St. Joseph
L
Krista Smith
U
John Fries, Paul Stang, Bob Wilhelm
EM
Charlene Bauer, Tom & Sandy Runkle, Ellen Wensink
S
Tyler Smith, Nathan & Ryan Watt
Sunday, May 22 – 8:00 a.m. – St. Joseph
L
Angie Roth
U
Frank Edwards, Doug Elmlinger, Craig Selka
EM
Ron Betschman, Theresa Fries, Julie Landoll, Linda Laux, Sue Rogers, Carol Stieber
S
Madeline Bollenbacher, Kady Gies, Andrew Haughawout
Sunday, May 22– 9:30 a.m. – St. Alphonsus
L
Mike & Diane Wasiniak
U
Jim Ott, Bill Brooks, Dennis Foltz, James Heyman 
EM
Gregg & Susan Moore, John, Kathy & Ian Miller, Tom Smith, John Schaffer, Ruth Ann Foltz, 1 Volunteer
S
Wesley Fritz, Matt Silcox, Colton Ott
G
Mary & Clayton Ott
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS

MAY 22- Diana Brown
COUNTERS – MAY 16
Linda Hales, Kathy Camp, Catherine Raftery, Alice & Bob Crist
[image: image2.wmf]BIRTHDAYS

MAY 16-Samantha Reer, Becky Sitterly  MAY 17- Matt Brotzki, Tom Elmlinger, Jim Pocock, Bob Whitacre  MAY 18-LaDonna Christman, Chris Ebinger, Joe Fries, David Moehlman, Nancy Wilson  MAY 19-Marcia Reed, Richard Rock, Cynthia Skinn  MAY 20-Shirley Bores, Audrey Houck, David Schafer, Sophia Stieber  MAY 21-James Adams, Paul Bores, Cory Kessler, Audra Leber, Catherine Schnellinger, Ray Thurston  MAY 22-Dan Ryan, Kim Stallkamp, Edward Stoner, Robin Welch
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   III - Tyler Van Fleet & 
                Stephanie Schafer

CONGRATULATIONS to Jordan & Stephanie (Stang) Biggs & who were married Saturday.  May they grow in the love of the Lord and each other.
PARISH CALENDAR

St. Alphonsus Finance Council meets Tuesday after Mass.
Rib Cook-Off  from 5-8 p.m. and Fr. Bill’s Band from 7-11 p.m. on Friday.
AREA EVENTS

Chicken BBQ Dinner Sunday, May 15 from 11:00 - 1:00 at Bismark Community Center. Bring donation of any items for the Food Bank.

Cake Baking Contest at the Monroeville Dam Festival on Saturday, May 28 at 12:30 p.m.  Registration fee is $2.  Call Sue Long at 419-465-2183 with any questions.

Abigail Ministries “Walk for Life” will be held on June 4.  To participate in the walk or to sign up to be a Prayer Partner, call Abigail Ministries 419-668-9500.

***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***
St. Joseph Parish Festival Chairpersons Meeting Wednesday May 25 at 6:30 pm in the social center. All chairpersons and those interested in helping with the 51st Festival are asked to attend.

ATTN: Backyard Barbequers!  St. Joseph School will sponsor a Rib Cook Off on Friday May 20 from 5-8 p.m.  Call the school at 419-465-2625 to reserve your spot and prove to the world that you make the best ribs in the area!  Entry fee is $25.

   If you are not a barbequer then come on out to St. Alphonsus on Friday May 20 from 5-8 p.m. and enjoy some ribs, chicken, or brisket and place your vote.  Refreshments and sides will also be available.  Families welcomed and open to the public.
Attn: Parish Craftsmen

The signature quilt for St. Joseph’s 150th Anniversary will be in need of a protective display case.  If you are interested in designing and/or building such a case, please call the parish office.  The quilt is 84” x 84” but the case could be made larger to display some of the historical pictures of our parish.  Donations will be accepted in memory of or in honor of parish families. 
Additional Help is needed throughout the Festival Day.  If you would like to have more than one job and be an On-Call Person for St. Joseph Festival,  please call Chris Raftery at 419/465-2695 and find out more.

Eucharistic Holy Hour, Easter Joy, will be held on Thursday, May 19 from 7-8 p.m. in the Chapel at the Sorrowful Mother Shrine.  The Bible readings will focus on the transformation the Resurrection of Jesus should make in our lives.  
SILENT AUCTIONS

   Both parishes are asking for donations for their silent auctions. Items could be event tickets, tools, gift cards, gift certificates or other goods and services. Do you know someone or a business you could ask to donate an item?

   St. Alphonsus will have forms available in the back of church for you to fill out. Please give them to Catherine, Maria Temple or Kathy Pheiffer as soon as possible. Planning for available space is crucial for our success.

   St. Joseph is looking for people interested in helping with the silent auction.  Please contact Geri Myers 419-465-2185 or 419-706-4911.

VBS Registration 

[image: image4.wmf]This year’s St. Alphonsus Vacation Bible School is set for June 13-17 from 9 – 11:30 each day.  Our theme is “PandaMania:  Where God is Wild about You!”  Everyone ages 3-9 are invited to attend and for our friends 10 and older we would love to have you join us to be a youth helper!!  Extra registration forms are available in the back of both churches.  Please return them by Sunday, May 15 so that we can plan for supplies that need to be ordered.  As always, there is no cost for VBS.  If you have any questions, or want to register by phone, please call Mindy Kamann at 419-465-3374 or Beth Schnellinger at 419-663-9304.  

The Non-Food Bank will be held on May 19 from 2-5 p.m. at the Congregational Church.   Donations of Paper Products, Laundry Detergent, Toothpaste & Brushes, Shampoo, Soap, Dish Soap, All Purpose Cleaner and Trash Bags can be left in the back of either church.

K of C News

   Final turn in for Super Cash Bonanza is May 15th at the K of C hall at noon. Drawing is Friday May 21st.
   Welcome to our new First Degree Members as of May 1st: David Schibley, Matt Hales, Eric and Kurt Leber. May their parish and community volunteerism follow them as K of C members. Congratulations on your first step to becoming a Third Degree Knight. Glad to have you aboard. 
Jim Jarrett Grand Knight and Council 1117.
200 Club Winners

May 10: $50-Richard A. Dreschel
              $25-Leroy Bauer, Mary Dreschel
St. Mary 55 Plus Club will sponsor a Spiritual Day at the Sorrowful Mother Shrine on wed., May 18.  The day will begin with Reconciliation at 10:20 and Mass at 11 a.m.  Brown bag/on your own lunch follows Mass.  Rosary outdoors is planned for 12:30 and a spiritual talk and benediction at 1:30.  All are welcome.
[image: image5.wmf]May God send His healing blessings to Helen Didion, Dolores Kimball, Don Mesnard, Kathy Miller, Arlene Ott, Jim Pierce, Dorothy Schaffer, Rita Stieber, Harold Wilhelm, Betty & Joe Wise, Eugene Wise, James with cancer, Service Men & Women, Special Intention.



























