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   14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Dear Parishioners of St. Alphonsus and St. Joseph,

     Believe it or not the St. Alphonsus Festival is soon upon us!  Next week.  Let’s start praying now for favorable weather.  We hope you plan to attend and enjoy the festive atmosphere and BBQ chicken dinner.

     Many persons have suggested to me that it would be nice to have a sharing session with the pilgrims who have recently returned with me from Rome, Assisi and Medjugorje.  I am glad to accommodate that request so that others have the opportunity to hear about their faith experiences.  Hopefully some will have their pictures developed so as to help visualize the events.  So, this Tuesday, July 5th, I have scheduled a session at 7:30 pm after Mass at St. Alphonsus.  If some would like to volunteer to bring some snack or dessert, we can share some light refreshments.  All are welcome .
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     One of the more moving events for the pilgrims was the small church in Rome known as the Scala Santa  (Holy Steps).   According to the Christian tradition, these twenty-eight white marble steps, now encased by wooden steps, are the very ones that Jesus walked up after his brutal scourging on his way to trial before Pontius Pilate.  These stairs were brought to Rome by St. Helena in the 4th Century.  For centuries, the Scala Santa has attracted Christian pilgrims who wished to honor the Passion of Jesus.      

     No one is allowed to simply walk up the steps.  Devout pilgrims ascend the steps on their knees, praying.   There are little windows cut through the wood in certain places which reveal dark stains on the pavement below that are said to be actual drops of Jesus’ blood.   I think all of our pilgrims went up on their knees!  I was proud of them for that.  When we arrived there, there were some devout religious sisters in traditional veils and habits already going up, and that set a good example for us.

     The Holy Steps lead to a mysterious chapel which was a private chapel of Popes through the century, known as the Sancta Sanctorum.  The chapel contains an ancient image of Jesus that a tradition claims was painted by angels. This miraculous image has been in that Chapel since Pope Gregory II put it there in 730 AD.    We were blessed to be given an opportunity to pray in that chapel after Mass, and we all agreed that we felt a special divine presence in there as we meditated the holy Face of Jesus, and his large eyes that seemed to be looking straight at you no matter where you knelt.  It was one of those unexpected moments of grace in a true pilgrimage that just happens.  It is when the something behind the facts, information and material reality translates into something greater and beyond—a personal encounter with the Lord—a faith experience.  Jesus said, “No one can come to me, unless the Father draws him.”  I pray that we all experience these in our lives.

     Divine Mercy Images:  These are now available in two sizes and are on display in the Church.  We are making them available at cost of $110.  Call the parish office if you would like one, and contact Fr. Bill to have the image blessed with special prayers.

     Have a blessed July 4th weekend,

Fr. Bill

 MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., Jul 2 - The Immaculate Heart of Mary

   8:30 AM (SA) Rosary

   9:00 AM (SA) For Parishioners
   5:00 PM (SA) Robert & Irene Woodworth

Sun., Jul 3 - 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
 8:00 AM (SJ) Arthur Schlachter


           Paul & Ortrude Smith

 9:30 AM (SA) Joseph Schaffer
Mon., Jul 4
  NO MASS
Tues., Jul 5 - St. Anthony Mary Zaccaria
  6:00 PM (SA) Confessions
  6:30 PM (SA) Rosary  
  7:00 PM (SA) Charles Roeder
Wed., Jul 6 - St. Maria Goretti
  8:15 AM (SJ) Dennis Didion
Thurs., Jul 7 
   6:45 AM (SJ) Rosary

   7:10 AM (SJ) Bill Miller
Fri., Jul 8
   8:15 AM (SJ) Margaret Wilhelm
Sat., Jul 9 St. Augustine Zhao Rong
   8:30 AM (SA) Rosary

   9:00 AM (SA) For Parishioners
   2:00 PM (SJ) WEDDING: Kurt Leber & 
                                                   Lyndsey Ralston
   5:00 PM (SA) Hubert & Amelia Smith Family
Sun., Jul 1015th Sunday in Ordinary Time
 8:00 AM (SJ) Freda Morman
 9:30 AM (SA) Rolande Jones
READINGS THIS WEEK
SUN-Zec. 9:9-10/Rom. 8:9, 11-13/Mt. 11:25-30
MON-Gn. 28:10-22a/Mt. 9:18-26

TUE-Gn. 32:23-33/Mt. 9:32-38

WED-Gn. 41:55-57; 42:5-7a, 17-24a/Mt. 10:1-7

THU-Gn. 44:18-21, 23b-29; 45:1-5/Mt. 10:7-15

FRI-Gn. 46:1-7, 28-30/Mt. 10:16-23

SAT-Gn. 49:29-32; 50:15-26a/Mt. 10:24-33

CONTRIBUTIONS – JUNE 19
St. Joseph-Sunday-3,869 Loose-61.25,  Holy Day-10, 50/50-40, Bldg. Fund-20,  Father’s Day-10, Peter’s Pence-45, Easter-125, Ladies-205.
St. Alphonsus-Sunday-3,235, Holy Day-10, Loose-269.82, Children-21, Father’s Day-5, Vigil Lights-27, Peter’s Pence-113.
AJ’s Tidbits - Life is ten percent what you make it  And ninety percent how you take it
LITURGICAL MINISTERS

Saturday, Jul 9 – 5:00 p.m.. – St. Alphonsus
L
Susan Moore 
U
 
EM
Bob & Alice Crist, Gregg & Susan Moore, 1 Volunteer
S
Ryan & Nathan Ott
Sunday, Jul 10 – 8:00 a.m. – St. Joseph
L
Jackie Schafer
U
Mark Bores, Joe Brown, Doug Elmlinger
EM
Diana Brown, Linda Laux, Sue Rogers, Evelyn Ruffing, James Workley
S
Kara & Paige Schafer, Dominique Workley
Sunday, Jul 103– 9:30 a.m. – St. Alphonsus
L
Sue Schindley & Robin Welch
U
Jim Ott, Bill Brooks, Dennis Foltz, James Heyman
EM
Mike & Diane Wasiniak, Tom Smith, Mary Ott, Jeannette Ott, 2 volunteers
S
Ann Vanderpool, Macie & Lauren Ott 
G
Karen & Mike Silcox 
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS

JUL 10- Betty Schafer
COUNTERS – JULY 5 (Tues)
Evelyn Ruffing, Jeanette Meyer, Mary Dreschel, Catherine Raftery, Sheila Stang, Nancy Wilson
[image: image5.wmf]BIRTHDAYS

JUL 4-Hunter Appeman, Taylor Rarick, Krista Schafer  JUL 5-Joseph Ebinger, Karen Gerber, Gregory Slone  JUL 6-Stephen Hunter, Kara Miller, James Schlachter, Paul Temple II,  JUL 7-Gary Fries, Randie Kendall, Joyce Schafer,Margaret Schaffer  JUL 8-Kaitlynn Heck, Alec Homan, Juanita Link  JUL 9-Morgan Barman, Tori Brooks, Jeff Hales, Rita Linder, Sandy Lonz, Harold Schafer, Glenn Stieber,Dan Wilhelm  JUL 10-Braden Barman, David Barman, Cooper Gee, Amy Latteman, Ileta Meyer, Jim Stang, Bob Sunderman
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WEDDING BANNS
  II-Josh Mahl & Bonnie Blick

III-Kurt Leber & Lindsey Ralston
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ST. ALPHONSUS PARISH FESTIVAL
Sunday, July 10

Serving Dinner: 11 a.m. – 7 p.m.

BBQ Chicken & Ham Dinners

(including Homemade Pies)

Beer & Snack Bar till 9 p.m.

Silent Auction

Bingo, Raffles, Children’s Games & Much More
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[image: image9.wmf]St. Joseph Reverse Raffle will be held at the Festival on August 14.  Tickets are $100 and include 2 dinners. They are available at the Parish Office and at Beauty Vault, Fitzgerald’s, Julie’s Beauty Shop, Monroeville Marine, Shearer Equipment, Snipper’s, & Twist & Shout.  This year’s Grand Prize is your choice of $12,500, a John Deere XUV 825i Gator or a John Deere 2305 Utility Tractor w/Loader.  

  All tickets purchased by midnight July 17 will be entered in an Early Bird Drawing for a chance at $1,000.  Ninety-seven tickets have been sold so far!
Items are needed for the St. Joseph silent auction. Any item, new or like new, a service, a gift certificate, etc. is welcome. Let's make this, our parish’s 150th anniversary year, a really successful one! Contact Geri Myers 465-2185.
The St. Joseph Festival Mailing was sent on Friday.  If you do not receive yours, please call the parish office.

The Second Collection for the needy will be taken at all masses next weekend. 

The next “Non-Food Bank” will be held on July 15 at UCC Church in Monroeville.   The following items are appreciated:  toilet paper, dish soap, trash bags, multi-use cleaner, paper towels, laundry detergent, toothpaste and shampoo.  Items can be left in the back of either church.
[image: image10.wmf]May God send His healing blessings to Evan Brown, Jackie Filsinger, Dolores Kimball, Don Mesnard, Kathy Miller, Jim Murray, Helen Myers, Rosemarie Ott, Jim Pierce, Rita Stieber, Harold Wilhelm, Betty & Joe Wise, Eugene Wise, James with cancer, Service Men & Women, Special Intention.
K of C 200 Club

June 28: $50-Bill Stang

              $25-Rita Vail, Gladys Hauler

North Auburn Festival Sunday, July 3 (corner of Young & N. Auburn Rd., Tiro).  BBQ chicken or ham dinners with homemade dressing starting at Noon.  Handicap accessible dining.  Reverse Raffle and hourly raffle drawings.
The Spring Paper Drive brought in $699.50.  Our next paper drive will be in October.  Please save your papers, magazines and cardboard for us.

Market Day Orders can be placed online at www.marketday.com until 11 p.m. on July 16.  Use account number 21810.  Order pickup on July 21 from 5-6 p.m.  
Natural Family Planning will be taught by the Couple to Couple League at a series of three classes beginning at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, July 14, 2011 in Norwalk. The method taught, the Sympto-Thermal Method, is safe, effective, and morally acceptable.  For further information, registration, or to learn of other classes in the area, please call Paul or Monica Depinet at (419) 660-0534.
Healthy Habits Newsletter
This month we would like to talk about- Aphasia---“a(pha(sai (uh-fay’-shuh) n. An impairment of the ability to use or comprehend words, usually acquired as a result of a stroke or other brain injury.


Since aphasia affects communication and communication is the basis of all relationship, it can be most frustrating to maintain relationships with friends and family who suffer aphasia after a stroke, injury, or the results of dementia.  But socialization and relationships are often what someone who has aphasia needs the most. Talk to a health care specialist such as speech therapist or healthcare provider for more information.

Moses said to the LORD, "O Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech and tongue." – Exodus 4:10
    Come, you weary
Come unto me, you weary,

And I will give you rest.'

O blessed voice of Jesus,

Which comes to hearts oppressed!

It tells of benediction,

Of pardon, grace, and peace,

Of joy that has no ending,

Of love which cannot cease.
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