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   14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Dear Parishioners of St. Joseph and St. Alphonsus

     Happy Festival Weekend!  What a time of blessing and refreshment for us to enjoy.  We welcome many visitors to our grounds for the occasion, and are glad that they are able to catch a glimpse of our spiritual heritage and historic Church.  

     Hopefully many will retreat for a moment this weekend to appreciate such historic features as the Carabin log cabin, now referred to as the Prayer Center,  where it is believed that St. John Neumann spent time and said Mass as he ministered at St. Alphonsus for a brief period of time.  You may remember that St. John Neumann was a member of the Redemptorist Order, originally founded by St. Alphonsus Liguori.  It seems opportune to pass along some tidbits about St. Neumann that you may not know.

     St. John had a profound influence on many aspects of Catholic life.  Do not be surprised to discover that he suffered spiritually and battled feelings of depression.  For this reason he almost was not ordained.  In his early 20’s, Neumann wrote, “Lord, I am beginning to feel that awful state of depression coming over me again! I lose all yen for prayer because you have seemed to turn a deaf ear to my cries.”  But by the power of grace, he was inspired to realize how he should view himself and his relationship with God.  He realized that his difficulties were not obstacles to grace—on the contrary—as blessed crosses, they became for him vehicles of grace in his life and ministry.  What a beautiful realization!  He wrote: “I no longer look for comfort from either heaven or earth. You, Divine Master, can judge whether such are necessary for me. I propose to worry no more over the aridity you send me. You, my God, are the font of both aridity and grace.”  It gave him the courage to trust and to proceed forward with sincere humility despite his own limitations and weaknesses.  I hope we all find strength in that spiritual wisdom.

     Neumann took strong initiative to establish Catholic education systems.  He held strong convictions about the importance of Christian education, which he strengthened with resources that he created such as the well known Baltimore Catechism and starting Catholic schools in Philadelphia after becoming bishop of that diocese. It was the first Catholic school system in the country.  

     While St. Alphonsus does not today operate its own Catholic school, it is very supportive of our local Catholic schools.  I am also very proud that St. Alphonsus is growing in its spiritual charisma of both adult and youth faith formation.  St. Alphonsus forms the backbone of our youth Sunday School and Vacation Bible School for our twinned parishes.  Dedicated and faithful volunteers are coordinated by Catherine Raftery to generate these ministries.  I am very encouraged also by the strong response in both of our parishes to our spiritual series that I have initiated on Marian devotion and now Divine Mercy.  As a result I will continue to offer these.  The spirit of St. John Neumann is alive and well here!  

     Did you know:  The Saint Joseph School faculty and administration represents a cross section of vocations: the priesthood, women religious, married and single and 7 of the 14 teachers already have at least one Masters degree.  Two more teachers are pending candidates for an advanced degree.  We are grateful that the Lord has blessed us abundantly in these educational and spiritual resources!

     School Playground Equipment:  Helping Hands needs your support!  They announce excellent news that they have ordered a much needed new piece of playground equipment for St. Joseph School that will arrive soon, but they are still in great need of financial support to complete this project!  Also, they are looking for volunteers to unload the heavy equipment.  Call lead person Angie Swanbeck at 419-239-5051 or the parish office.

     Announcing New Pilgrimage to Rome, Assisi and Medjugorje in early November.  Contact Fr. Bill at the parish office immediately for more information.

     Fr Bill

 MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., Jul 9 St. Augustine Zhao Rong

  5:00 PM (SA) Hubert & Amelia Smith Family

Sun., Jul 10 - 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time

 8:00 AM (SJ) Freda Morman

 9:30 AM (SA) Rolande Jones
Mon., Jul 11 - St. Benedict
  NO MASS
Tues., Jul 12
  6:00 PM (SA) Confessions
  6:30 PM (SA) Rosary  
  7:00 PM (SA) Tom Gravenhorst
Wed., Jul 13 - St. Henry
  8:15 AM (SJ) Philip Martin
Thurs., Jul 14 - B. Kateri Tekakwitha 
   6:45 AM (SJ) Rosary

   7:10 AM (SJ) James O. Wilhelm
Fri., Jul 15 - St. Bonaventure
   8:15 AM (SJ) Theresa Didion
Sat., Jul 16 - Our Ladyof Mt. CArmel
  WEDDING (SJ): Josh Mahl & Bonnie Click
   5:00 PM (SA) Don Henderson
Sun., Jul 17 - 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
 8:00 AM (SJ) Ray Myers
 9:30 AM (SA) Deceased Members of Andrew & 




       Marian Grimesey Family
READINGS THIS WEEK
SUN-Is. 55:10-11/Rom. 8:18-23/Mt. 13:1-23
MON-Ex. 1:8-14, 22/Mt. 10:34; 11:1

TUE-Ex. 2:1-15a/Mt. 11:20-24

WED-Ex. 3:1-6, 9-12/Mt. 11:25-27

THU-Ex. 3:13-20/Mt. 11:28-30

FRI-Ex. 11:10; 12:14/Mt. 12:1-8

SAT-Ex. 12:37-42/Mt. 12:14-21

CONTRIBUTIONS – JULY 3
St. Joseph-Sunday-5,078, Loose-98.12, St. VdeP-25, Easter-5, 50/50-45, Bldg. Fund-25, School Support-45, Father’s Day-25, Peter’s Pence-20, Cemetery-40, Ladies-10.
St. Alphonsus-Sunday-2,920, Holy Day-5, Loose-179, Children-6, Father’s Day-5, Vigil Lights-43, Peter’s Pence-25.
· AJ’s Tidbits - During the chariot scene in "Ben Hur," a small red car can be seen in the distance (and Heston's wearing a watch).
LITURGICAL MINISTERS

Saturday, Jul 16 – 5:00 p.m.. – St. Alphonsus
L
Sue Schindley
U
Volunteers 
EM
Sue Schindley, Bob & Alice Crist, Volunteers
S
Tyler Smith, Elizabeth Takacs
Sunday, Jul 17 – 8:00 a.m. – St. Joseph
L
Missy Fries
U
Ken & Marie Bischoff, Craig Selka
EM
Julie Landoll, Diane Myers, Barb Smith, Ross Stieber, Carol Stieber
S
Ashley & Kady Gies
Sunday, Jul 17– 9:30 a.m. – St. Alphonsus
L
Pat Schaffer, Carolyn Garcia
U
Tom Ott, Bill Brooks, Dennis Foltz, James Heyman

EM
Chuck & Sue Fritz, Ruth Ann Foltz, Marty Long, Pat Schaffer, Catherine, Nancy Wilson, Volunteers
S
Emma, Jami & Kyle Kluding
G
John & Carolyn Garcia
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS

JUL 17- Sue Rogers
COUNTERS – JULY 11
Linda Hales, Kathy Camp Catherine Raftery, Ann & Fred Roth
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BIRTHDAYS

JUL 11-Bob Good, Betty Gravenhorst, Sydney Moehlman, Mallory Reed, David Stanley  JUL 12-Catherine Raftery, Suzanne Rew  JUL 13-Austin Martin, Mary Kay Schindley, Russell Smith, Mickolas Takacs  JUL 14-Alexander Dowell, Patricia Gates, Laurie Haughawout, Cooper Pierce, Donna Scheid, Harold Wilhelm  JUL 15-Becky Bishop, Susan Lindenberger, Carol Mahl, Kenley Schafer, Juanita Schibley, Andres Vargas  JUL 16-Olivia Adelman, Dominic Edwards  JUL 17-Catherine Dietrick, Malia Duncan, Jean Fries, Ian McCully, Scott Pisano, Tom Raftery
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WEDDING BANNS
  III-Josh Mahl & Bonnie Blick

CONGRATULATIONS to Kurt & Lindsey (Ralston) Leber who were married Saturday.  May they grow in the love of the Lord and each other.
ST. ALPHONSUS PARISH FESTIVAL
TODAY
Serving Dinner: 11 a.m. – 7 p.m.

BBQ Chicken & Ham Dinners

(including Homemade Pies)

Beer & Snack Bar till 9 p.m.

Silent Auction

Bingo, Raffles, Children’s Games & Much More

St. Joseph Festival Chairperson Meeting Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. in the Social Center.
ST. JOSEPH FESTIVAL NEWS

FESTIVAL SIGNS are available in the back of church.  If you have one at home, please help advertise our festival by placing it in your yard!
WORKERS SCHEDULES  If your name was inadvertently missed, please call the rectory to volunteer to help.  All are needed to make the festival a success.

PLEASE RETURN your donation forms as soon as possible.  Donations of pop and water can be left in the back of St. Joseph church.

SILENT AUCTION-We're looking for silent auction items!   Any handmade items, antiques, new items, services, gift certificates would be appreciated.  For questions or to have an item picked up, contact Geri Myers 465-2185 or Gerry Wilhelm 465-4055, 

[image: image10.wmf][image: image11.wmf]St. Joseph Reverse Raffle will be held at the Festival on August 14.  Tickets are $100 and include 2 dinners. They are available at the Parish Office and at Beauty Vault, Fitzgerald’s, Julie’s Beauty Shop, Monroeville Marine, Shearer Equipment, Snipper’s, & Twist & Shout.  This year’s Grand Prize is your choice of $12,500, a John Deere XUV 825i Gator or a John Deere 2305 Utility Tractor w/Loader.  

  All tickets purchased by midnight July 17 will be entered in an Early Bird Drawing for a chance at $1,000.  

The next “Non-Food Bank” will be held on July 15 at UCC Church in Monroeville.   The following items are appreciated:  toilet paper, dish soap, trash bags, multi-use cleaner, paper towels, laundry detergent, toothpaste and shampoo.  Items can be left in the back of either church.
K of C 200 Club

July 5: $50-Shirley Kluding

            $25-1117 K of C; Norb Stang

[image: image12.emf]May God send His healing blessings to Evan Brown, Jackie Filsinger, Dolores Kimball, Don Mesnard, Kathy Miller, Jim Murray, Helen Myers, Rosemarie Ott, Jim Pierce, Rita Stieber, Harold Wilhelm, Betty & Joe Wise, Eugene Wise, James with cancer, Service Men & Women, Special Intention.
St. Gaspar del Bufalo Festival Sunday, July 24.  Serving BBQ Chicken or Ribs and Ham Dinners from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.  Raffles, Baked Goods & Crafts, Instant Bingo, 50/50.  Steinmetz’s Kid Land (you win a prize every time) from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Market Day Orders can be placed online at www.marketday.com until 11 p.m. on July 16.  Use account number 21810.  Order pickup on July 21 from 5-6 p.m.  
Natural Family Planning will be taught by the Couple to Couple League at a series of three classes beginning at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, July 14, 2011 in Norwalk. The method taught, the Sympto-Thermal Method, is safe, effective, and morally acceptable.  For further information, registration, or to learn of other classes in the area, please call Paul or Monica Depinet at (419) 660-0534.
Stein Hospice LifeCourse is a six-week program which explores the feelings and philosophies of the death and dying process.  Classes are held once a week beginning July 20 at Stein Hospice in Sandusky.  Call 1-800-625-5269 or email volunteer@steinhospice.org to register or for more information.
If you or someone you know is 60+ years old or disabled and is having difficulty performing dailyliving tasks, there may be help available.  The Area Agency on Aging provides coordinated home and community based care and other services to older Ohioans through many programs including PASSPORT, Caregiver Assistance and more.  Contact the Area Agency on Aging at 419-524-4144 or 1-800-860-5799 for more information.
   The eight year old terror of the neighborhood found himself lost at a local mall. On approaching a neighbor who worked as the mall security guard the boy asked: 

   “Do you think we'll ever find them?” 

   The honest guard replied, “I don't know kid; there are so many places they can hide.”[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6]



























