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   17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Dear Parishioners of St. Joseph and St. Alphonsus

[image: image1]     This past July 17 marks two years since I arrived to serve as Pastor at our twinned parishes.  Reflecting back on this period of time stirs a genuine sense of gratitude to all of you.  I can honestly say that I find a refreshing receptivity to the Gospel, and spiritual hunger and thirst.  The presence of our faith community is a gift that should not be taken for granted, and I just wanted to take a moment to thank you for that.  I look forward to the ways that God will inspire us to build on our solid spiritual frameworks in the future.  He seeks open and willing hearts first of all.

     This week, July 26th, celebrates the feast day of St. Anne, mother of Mary.  As the grandmother of Jesus, she seems such a tranquil and beautiful saint, even though we don’t seem to know too much about her.  It was she and her husband, Joachim, who immaculately conceived the Blessed Virgin in her womb.  I invite you to take a moment and pray to this saint for your family, as she always seems to understand, and prayers often seem answered through her:

THE LITANY OF ST ANNE
Lord, have mercy on us.
Christ, have mercy on us.
Lord, have mercy on us. 
Christ, hear us. 
Christ, graciously hear us. 
God, the Father of Heaven, have mercy on us. 
God, the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy on us. 
God, the Holy Ghost, have mercy on us. 
Holy Trinity, One God, have mercy on us. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us. 

St Anne, Mother of the Virgin Mary, pray for us.
St Anne, Spouse of St Joachim, pray for us.
St Anne, Ark of Noah, pray for us.
St Anne, root of Jesse, pray for us.
St Anne, fruitful vine, pray for us.
St Anne, joy of the angels, pray for us.
St Anne, hope of the patriarchs, pray for us.
St Anne, vessel full of grace, pray for us.
St Anne, mirror of obedience, pray for us.
St Anne, mirror of patience, pray for us.
St Anne, mirror of devotion, pray for us.
St Anne, support of the Church, pray for us.
St Anne, refuge of sinners, pray for us.
St Anne, mother of virgins, pray for us.
St Anne, help of Christians, pray for us.
St Anne, gate of salvation, pray for us.
St Anne, guide of pilgrims, pray for us.
St Anne, consolatrix of the afflicted, pray for us.
St Anne, health of the sick, pray for us.
St Anne, help of all who invoke you, pray for us. 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, spare us, O Lord.
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, graciously hear us, O Lord.
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
V. Pray for us, O blessed St Anne.
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

Let us Pray. O God, Who by Thy grace, wast pleased to choose blessed Anne to be the mother of the Virgin Mary, mercifully grant that we who celebrate her praises may be assisted by her prayers to Thee, Who livest and reignest world without end. Amen.

Fr. Bill

 MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., Jul 23 - St. Bridget of Sweden

  5:00 PM (SA) Walter & Margaret Schlachter

Sun., Jul 24 - 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time

 8:00 AM (SJ) Mary Sheldon

 9:30 AM (SA) Dorothy Stallkamp
Mon., Jul 25 - St. James
  NO MASS
Tues., Jul 26 - St. Joachim & St. Anne
  6:00 PM (SA) Confessions
  6:30 PM (SA) Rosary  
  7:00 PM (SA) Elliot Lonz
Wed., Jul 27 
  8:15 AM (SJ) Pat Gates
Thurs., Jul 28 
   6:45 AM (SJ) Rosary

   7:10 AM (SJ) Leonard Martin
Fri., Jul 29 - St. Martha
   8:15 AM (SJ) Anita Miller
Sat., Jul 30 - St. Peter Chrysologus
  5:00 PM (SA) Fr. Ben Ringholz

           Viola & Ralph Wangler, Susan Spinello

Sun., Jul 31 - 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
 8:00 AM (SJ)  Mary Ellen Schlachter

            Antonette Grimm

 9:30 AM (SA) Rose & Robert Daniel
                          Rich & Mary Moore
READINGS THIS WEEK
SUN-1 Kgs. 3:5, 7-12/Rom. 8:28-30/Mt. 13:44-52
MON-2 Cor. 4:7-15/Mt. 20:20-28

TUE-Ex. 33:7-11; 34:5b-28/Mt. 13:36-43

WED-Ex. 34:29-35/Mt. 13:44-46

THU-Ex. 40:16-21, 34-38

FRI-Lv. 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37/Jn. 11:19-27

SAT-Lv. 25:1, 8-17/Mt. 14:1-12

CONTRIBUTIONS – JULY 17
St. Joseph-Sunday-3,041, Loose-63, St. VdeP-10, 50/50-40, School Support-65,  Ladies-5.
St. Alphonsus-Sunday-2,850, Loose-117, Children-3.50, Vigil Lights-13.
LITURGICAL MINISTERS

Saturday, Jul 30 – 5:00 p.m.. – St. Alphonsus
L
Bob & Alice Crist
U
Volunteers 
EM
Bob & Alice Crist, Ron & Barb Chase, Volunteers
S
Dylan & Logan Myers
Sunday, Jul 31 – 8:00 a.m. – St. Joseph
L
Lynn Drown
U
Craig Selka, Kevin & Elaine Stieber
EM
Julie Jarrett, Jane Kramer, Diane Myers, Chris Raftery, Carol Stieber
S
Hayley & Breanna Kramer, Kirsten Stieber
Sunday, Jul 31– 9:30 a.m. – St. Alphonsus
L
David & Jackie Reed
U
Glenn Brooks, Charlie Nay, Larry Hanneman, Ken Schreiner
EM
Pat Schaffer, Ken Wangler, Gregg & Susan Moore, David & Jackie Reed, Volunteers
S
Theo & George Latteman, Cody Fannin
G
Erin & John Lendrum
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS

JUL 31- Katie Leber
COUNTERS – JULY 25
Nancy Alt, Shirley Kluding, Annabelle Meyer, Catherine Raftery, Rose & Denny Perry
[image: image7.wmf]BIRTHDAYS

JUL 25-Diana Brown, John McKown, Susan Reilly, Fred Roth, Kori Roth  JUL 26-Derek Adelman, Gerald Williams  JUL 28-Sue Boehler, Jill Schafer  JUL 29-James Hamernik, Mark Kramer, Trevor Schafer  JUL 30-Sydnee Cox, Rachel Schaffer, Robert Smith, Hunter Stieber   JUL 31-Patricia Whitacre
AJ’s Tidbits - The St. Joseph Reverse Raffle Chairmen - Leroy & Jodi Stang and Carl & Pat Dahm - have announced their retirement after this year’s festival.  If you are interested in chairing this important fundraiser, please call the parish office.

To anyone debating whether or not to come to the festival, I have two words for you: cake booth. Nowhere else can you walk up with four dimes and walk away with thirteen pounds of baked goods, at least not without security chasing you. What's great about the cake booth is that when you lose, the church wins, and when you win, you might win a Barbie with a dress made out of four tubs of frosting. It's just like being at Grandma's house with fresh cookies coming out of the oven, that is, if your Grandma shakes you down for spare change and only gives you cookies if you pick the right number. So if you come to the festival for nothing else, come for the cake booth. Raid your couch cushions, cup holders, piggy bank, shag carpeting, and in-laws for all the dimes you can find, and come try your luck. Just don't play number 21, 'cause that's my lucky number and I have my eye on those double fudge chocolate peanut butter brownies.

ST. JOSEPH FESTIVAL NEWS

[image: image8.wmf]FESTIVAL SIGNS are available in the back of church.  Please help advertise our festival by placing one of these signs in your yard!
CANNED POP (Pepsi & Coke products only) 2-LITRE POP (any variety) & WATER DONATIONS are greatly appreciated.  Items can be left in the back of church.
FESTIVAL PATRONS are needed.  Names are listed  in the dining room, and at the carry-out, two places where lots of people congregate.  Names are also listed in the bulletin.  Great advertising at a low cost of only $25!  Please send your check to the parish office.
WORKERS SCHEDULES  If your name was inadvertently missed, please call the rectory to volunteer to help.  All are needed to make the festival a success.

[image: image9.wmf]FESTIVAL PIES -  If you are kindly donating pies for the festival this year, we ask that you submit a donation form.  We use these forms to determine how many pies need to be ordered from an outside source at a cost of approximately $6.00 per pie.  Thank you!

SILENT AUCTION- Donations seem to be down this year, so please consider making a donation. We'll accept ALMOST anything! Contact Geri Myers at 465-2185 or Ellen Wensink at 359-1633.

REVERSE RAFFLE-Congratulations to Andy Dahm who won the Early Bird Drawing for $1,000!  Tickets are still available in the parish office and at Beauty Vault, Fitzgerald’s, Julie’s, Monroeville Marine, Shearer Equipment, Snippers, and Twist & Shout. They are $100 and include two dinners at the festival.  This year’s Grand Prize is your choice of $12,500, a John Deere XUV 825i Gator or a John Deere 2305 Utility Tractor w/Loader.  So far, 331 tickets have been purchased.

ADDITIONAL HELP is needed throughout the Festival Day.  If you would like to have more than one job and be an On-Call Person for St. Joseph Festival, please call Chris Raftery at 419-465-2695 and find out more.

The first Early Bird Drawing for $25 for Big Ticket returns will be July 31.
REVERSE RAFFLE MEETING Tuesday, July 26 at 7 p.m. at Fitzgerald’s Body Shop.  If you are interested in helping to sell tickets or in taking over the Reverse Raffle next year, please attend this meeting!
[image: image10.wmf]
May God send His healing blessings to Evan Brown, Don Mesnard, Kathy Miller, Helen Myers, Jim Pierce, Rita Stieber, Harold Wilhelm, Betty & Joe Wise, Eugene Wise, Service Men & Women, Special Intention.
K of C 200 Club

July 19: $50-1117 K of C
              $25-Jean Fitzgerald, James Wobser
Catholic Charities has funds available to pay for a past due primary care physician so the client can get back into the office to see their doctor.  Must be a Huron County resident and a Huron County doctor.  Also a FTMC Grant to assist Huron County residents who are working but need help with unexpected expenses such as car repair or work-related clothing.  Call Martha Hillman 419-668-3073.
   A Red Cross Blood Drive is scheduled for Friday, Sept. 2nd from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM. at St. Alphonsus   The Red Cross team will then move on to the Monroeville Fire Station for the afternoon and early evening.  Please mark your calendars to do your part to save lives.  More details regarding incentives to follow.
Choosing the Real Treasure 
We all like to hear stories of ordinary people winning the lottery. We love treasure stories and Jesus did, too. But what makes Matthew 13:44-52 a little frustrating is that Jesus didn't tell us what kind of people found the treasure or what they did with the treasure once they found it. But Jesus wasn’t interested in just telling success stories. In the parables of the treasure in the field and the pearl of great price, Jesus wanted us to think, not about gold or jewels, but about a treasure of greater value than anything earth could offer. This eternal treasure is easily found, too. But the cost is sacrificial. We must give everything, every talent, every dream, every hope to gain it. Only then can we become true Christian stewardship sharing the treasures God has so generously given us.
   Two old friends met one day after many years. One attended college, and now was very successful. The other had not attended college and never had much ambition. 
   The successful one said, "How has everything been going with you?" 
   "Well, one day I opened the Bible at random, and dropped my finger on a word and it was oil. So, I invested in oil, and boy, did the oil wells gush. Then another day I dropped my finger on another word and it was gold. So, I invested in gold and those mines really produced. Now, I'm as rich as Rockefeller." 
The successful friend was so impressed that he rushed to his hotel, grabbed a Gideon Bible, flipped it open, and dropped his finger on a page. 
He opened his eyes and his finger rested on the words, "Chapter Eleven." [image: image11.jpg]
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