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   20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Dear Parishioners of St. Joseph and St. Alphonsus

     Happy Festival Weekend to St. Joseph Parish!  This marks our 51st annual festival.  It is an event that wonderfully stimulates many precious memories that connect the generations of our parishioners and their families over these years.  

     Some of my treasured memories that predate my time as Pastor here involve bringing over Fr. Harvey Keller and Fr. Benedict Ringholz to the festival in their latter years.  This was especially true when I was assigned as an associate pastor in Norwalk at St. Paul from 2000-04.  Fr. Keller and I were practically roommates upstairs in the old St. Paul rectory for two years, as we lived right across the hall from each other.  How Frs. Keller and Ringholz loved the St. Joseph festival!  They savored the event, raved about the succulent dinners, and convinced me that I had not yet attended a parish festival until I had attended this one.  They were so proud to show me around here.  They would get in the car with a smile on their faces, and it would still be there on the way home.  I remember one time when I had to get back to St. Paul for the Sunday evening Mass, but Fr. Keller was nowhere near ready to go home, so he had me leave him there in the beer tent, and he was still sipping a cold draft when I picked him up later in the evening!  He wasn’t in any hurry to go even then.  

     What impressed me most even then was how these two very dignified priests loved St. Joseph Parish and its parishioners.  They so much enjoyed milling through the crowds and seeing all of you.  I think that they very much appreciated the qualities here that resemble Joseph of Nazareth:  hard work, sacrifice, family, commitment and simplicity.  

     I think of them often as I stand at our strong and beautiful altar.  I consider it a great honor to stand in prayer at Mass where these two great men stood with their arms outstretched in prayer so many times over the years when they were here.  I pray for them, feel their presence, and ask for their constant intercession for myself and the parish.  Along with our Patron, St. Joseph, I know that they are watching over us still and interceding for us at the very throne of God.  They represent part of our blessed spiritual heritage here at St. Joseph.  May we all be inspired by their faith and commitment.  

     I want to express my personal thanks to all who have worked so hard to make this parish festival possible.  It takes so many volunteers who are visible during the festival, but also much preparation beforehand.  For the past few weeks I have watched the parish campus being gradually transformed to festival mode.  As I pass by the Church doors on my evening round of prayers, I see at each pass the stacks of empty pie tins mounding up high for our bakers to take and fill with their delicious fruit pies!  Hundreds of them!  As I contemplate and pray my rosary in the Church, I think of the hundreds of fingers that will knead the pie dough, stir simmering cauldrons of tart cherries, blackberries, raspberries, elderberries, peaches, and apples, before it is pressed into the tins and baked in the oven.  More pies than Hail Mary’s that I will pray this night!  And crates of bottled water and donated soda pop suddenly appear.  As for myself, I have the annual duty to clean out my garage and relocate my diesel cars to make room for the take-out dinner assembly line that takes place there.  These little traditions are somehow holy in their own way, as they represent our life, and they are done for the Lord.

     Monday, August 15th, celebrates the great Holy Day of the Assumption of Mary into heaven, body and soul.  This mystery is a great gift to us, and it is personally relevant for each of us because it reveals a glimpse of a destiny that we are going to share—the resurrection and transformation of our bodies!  St. Maximilian Kolbe said that the Immaculate Heart of Mary is the concrete sign of the Holy Spirit.  She is evidence of the Holy Spirit’s work.  Only the Holy Spirit could produce so magnificent a masterpiece in a human creature, Mary.  In order to help us participate in the rejoicing of heaven on this day and to receive the heavenly graces that shine forth, I have scheduled a special evening Mass at St. Joseph at 7:00 pm.  This will be preceded by Adoration and Rosary at 6:30 pm.  Are we not in need of these graces?

     RCIA:  Do you know someone who may be interested in becoming Catholic?  Now is the time to invite them and to let us know.  We are preparing our classes for the coming year.

   Through the intercession of St. Joseph, blessing upon all for the Parish Festival!

Fr. Bill

MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., Aug. 13 - St. Pontian & St. Hippolytus

   5:00 PM (SA) Rich Dreschel

Sun., Aug. 14 - 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time

 8:00 AM (SJ)   Mary Wilhelm

 9:30 AM (SA) Jim Hohler

                         MHS 50th Class Reunion
 Mon., Aug. 15 - Assumption of Mary
  6:30 PM (SJ) Rosary
  7:00 PM (SJ) Feast of the Assumption

Tues., Aug. 16 - St. Stephen of Hungary
  6:00 PM (SA) Confessions
  6:30 PM (SA) Rosary  
  7:00 PM (SA) Al Caylor

Wed., Aug. 17 
  8:15 AM (SJ) Pat Gates
Thurs., Aug. 18 
   6:45 AM (SJ) Rosary

   7:10 AM (SJ) Clifford Wilhelm
Fri., Aug. 19 - St. John Eudes
   8:15 AM (SJ) Leonard Martin
Sat., Aug. 20 - St. Bernard
   5:00 PM (SA) Mary Smith
Sun., Aug. 21 - 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
 8:00 AM (SJ)   Walter & Margaret Schlachter
 9:30 AM (SA) John & Marlene Schaffer
READINGS THIS WEEK
SUN-Is. 56:1, 6-7/Rom. 11:13-15, 29-23/Mt. 15:21-28
MON-Rv. 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/1 Cor. 15:20-27/

   Lk. 1:39-56

TUE-Jgs. 6:11-24a/Mt. 19:23-30

WED-Jgs. 9:6-15/Mt. 20:1-16

THU-Jgs. 11:29-39a/Mt. 22:1-14

FRI-Ru. 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22/Mt. 22:34-40

SAT-Ru. 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17/Mt. 23:1-12

CONTRIBUTIONS – AUG 7
St. Joseph-Sunday-5,603 (103 donors),  Loose-67, St. VdeP-65, Holy Day-48, 50/50-50, Bldg Fund-35, School Support-75.
St. Alphonsus-Sunday-3,428, (78 donors) Loose-199.50, Holy Day-10, Children-8, Vigil Lights-53, Ladies-3, Cemetery-20, Needy-50.
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LITURGICAL MINISTERS

Saturday, Aug. 20 – 5:00 p.m.. – St. Alphonsus
L
Susan Moore
U
Volunteers 
EM
Ron & Barb Chase, Bob & Alice Crist, Volunteer
S
Nick Schafer, Aiden Stieber
  
Sunday, Aug. 21 – 8:00 a.m. – St. Joseph
L
Missy Fries
U
Joe Brown, Kevin & Elaine Stieber
EM
Brent Bollenbacher, Theresa Fries, Julie Jarrett, Linda Laux, Chris Raftery
S
Andrew Haughawout, Brandon Seifker
Sunday, Aug. 21– 9:30 a.m. – St. Alphonsus
L
John Burrow, Hillary Fritz
U
Tom Brown, Gregg Moore, Tom Smith, Richard Gates
EM
Chuck & Sue Fritz, Ruth Ann Foltz, Marty Long, Pat Schaffer, Catherine, Nancy Wilson, Volunteers
S
Emma, Jami & Kyle Kluding
G
Patti Kluding, Ann Roth
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS

AUG 21- Barb Good
COUNTERS – AUG. 15
Theresa Schafer, Ruth Schaffer, Judy Trushel, Catherine Raftery, Ann & Fred Roth
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BIRTHDAYS

AUG 15-Taylor Krupp, Evelyn Ott, Deb Rahrig, Amy Rogers, John Schaffer, Kraig Schafer, Ruth Wilhelm  AUG 16-Alfred Preston, Eric Ruffing, Thomas Sorenson, Elizabeth Speer, Donald Stallkamp, Christina Williams  AUG 17-Meadow Burger, Anthony Stieber, Edward Wilhelm  AUG 18-Nancy Opper  AUG 19-Jordan Blackford, Samuel Blackford, Marian Brooks, Katie Farley, Bree Niedermeier, Sandi Poths, Carl Schaffer, Linda Smith, Eli Stallkamp  AUG 20-Erma Gates, Virginia Meesig, Gert Reer, Mark Strecker, Zander Takacs  AUG 21-Alice Crist, John Fries, Shirley Kluding, Jeremy Schafer, Susan Schafer, Roger Schaffer, Eugene Wise
AJ’s Tidbits - The Big 6 Wheel is no longer allowed at parish festivals.
St. Joseph Festival weekend!  Come to the “Adults Night Out” on Saturday from 6-11 p.m. featuring live entertainment, food and refreshments, and games of chance.  Sunday features family fun for everyone from 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.  Great food, raffles, games, silent auction square dancing, and reverse raffle 
Congratulations to Sharon Scheid who was the winner of the second Early Bird Drawing in the Big Ticket Raffle.   
St. Joseph Anniversary Committee will meet on Wednesday at Lyn Marie’s to discuss the dinner to be held on Sept. 17.
St. Joseph School “Meet the Teachers” Night next Sunday, Aug. 21 from 4-6 p.m.  The evening will begin with a picnic supper on the school playground and then move to the classrooms.

May God send His healing blessings to Evan Brown, Don Mesnard, Kathy Miller, Jim Pierce, Rita Stieber, Harold Wilhelm, Betty & Joe Wise, Eugene Wise, Service Men & Women, Special Intention.
AREA EVENTS
Bismark Senior/Community Center Festival Sunday Aug. 28. Lunch will be served from 11:00 a.m. til 1:00 p.m. and consists of chicken noodle soup, chicken or pulled pork sandwiches, sides, and dessert for $7.00.  Silent Auction, Live Auction, Music, Games and more; even a Skillet throwing contest (women only)  and a Bake-off.  To register in any of these events, call Stacy at 419-577-0828.
Halupki Festival at Holy Assumption Orthodox Church in Marblehead on Sunday, Aug 21.  Halupki (Cabbage Rolls) & Ham Dinner served 11:30-2 p.m.  International Ala Carte serving begins at 2:30 p.m and includes Perohi, Halupki, Halushki, Pagach, Kolbasi and more.

The Diocese of Toledo requires that anyone who works directly with children must attend a Protecting Youth Workshop.  The next workshop will be held at Norwalk Catholic School on August 18.  Please call 419-668-3005 for more information and/or to register.

K of C 200 Club

Aug. 9 : $50-Gerald Didion
              $25-Mark Spaar, Diane Myers
Part-Time Maintenance Coordinator Position
Toledo, St. Catherine of Siena parish and school is in search of a part-time maintenance Coordinator that will maintain the buildings and property of the parish/school, ensuring that all facilities and grounds are safe, clean, neat, and appealing.  This person will ensure that the plumbing, electrical, and mechanical systems are in good working order and works with the Pastor to set up and implement both short- and long-term maintenance plans for the site. Comprehensive knowledge of large facility systems (HVAC, electrical, plumbing, etc), obtained through formal education or experience is preferred.  Interested candidates should send resume to:  St. Catherine Parish/School, 4555 North Haven Ave., Toledo, OH 43612-2350 or email to pneary@stcatherinetoledo.com   Deadline for applicants: 8/23/2011.

25/50 Wedding Anniversary Celebration
This year’s celebration will be held on Sunday, Oct 23 at Our Lady, Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Cathedral.  Please call the parish office if you are celebrating or have celebrated your 25th or 50th anniversary this year, and would like to attend this event..

Aug. 15 is the Feast of the Assumption of Mary in which we honor her important role in Jesus’ life from her initial “Yes” to her presence with the apostles after his death.  Although we don’t expect to be assumed into heaven, spouses sometimes get into trouble by assuming they know what the other thinks.  Don’t mind read.  Check it out with words.
The golden rule for all
Although much is different from faith to faith, some things are common to all. Consider … 

   What is hurtful to yourself do not do to your fellowmen. That is the whole of the Torah. The remainder is but commentary. -- Judaism 
   No one of you is a believer until he loves for his brother what he loves for himself. -- Islam 

   All things whatsoever you would that others should do unto you, do you also to them, for this is the law and the prophets. -- Jesus Christ 

   Regard your neighbor's good as your good and regard your neighbor's loss as your own. -- Tao 

Hurt not others with that which pains yourself. --

Buddha 

   Is there anyone maxim which ought to be acted upon through one's whole life? Surely the one of loving kindness is such. Do not unto others what you would not that they should do unto you. -- 

Confucius
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Live as though Christ died yesterday, rose from the grave today, and is coming back tomorrow.























