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   22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Dear Parishioners of St. Joseph and St. Alphonsus

[image: image13.wmf]     Amazing to think:  Here we have completed our first week of school!  Before school began this week, our teachers at St. Joseph had three successive professional days for workshops and preparation.  I was blessed to have the opportunity to celebrate Mass with the teachers and staff on Wednesday, and then to have a half day session with them on the theme of Catholic spirituality.  They are a wonderful group, and I am glad to entrust our children to them!  We focused upon the various aspects of prayer that we practice with the students throughout the year, and we strategized as a staff how we can deepen this aspect of faith formation with them and among ourselves.  I think it is important to focus upon the saints, and this year I want to teach the Divine Mercy Chaplet to all of our students for use after Mass.  This prayer is really catching on. . . by the way, I made another order for the Divine Mercy image for use in the homes ($110).  Let me know if you would like me to bless one for you.  I think these are very important for the home.

     This year, I have once again made the commitment to meet every single week on Thursdays with our St. Joseph junior high students, grades 6, 7 and 8.  Some of the sessions involve teaching on Catholic themes and morality, and others involve prayer experiences.  On Tuesdays I invite the teachers to sign up their classes to lead the rosary in Church at 12:45 pm.   We have developed quite a system of participation that everyone has gotten use to:  the children take turns reading the meditations in between the decades, and they come and kneel next to me (on the marble step!) to lead the decade of Hail Mary’s as I hand them the microphone.  On the whole, the children kneel for some of the decades, and I have them sit for some of them.  I think that kneeling for our prayers is very important, and I kneel the whole time. They are reverent, as they sense how important these prayers are to God.  I feel the happy presence of the Blessed Mother during this time and how very pleased and grateful She is to gather Her children with Her in this way.  In this moment they are contained completely in her Immaculate Heart, and She communicates her love and peace to them in a way beyond our understanding in the depths of their souls.  You are welcome to join us any Tuesday to pray along!

     Last week I had a chance to meet with the president of our St. Joseph School parent organization, Helping Hands.  I am grateful for all that they do to assist our teachers and enhance our school.  The president, Mrs. Angie Swanbeck, has been such a positive presence and a joy to work with.  She helped mastermind the purchase of the much needed new playground equipment with the funds they raised.  You would not believe how expensive that stuff is to purchase and install according to rigorous safety specifications!  It was quite a project!  But she wanted thank our maintenance/custodial person, Mr. Steve Reer, in a special way, along with Luke Bores for their special work and assistance.  Also, I want to thank all who contributed to the school Annual Fund this year, as we were able to use some of the contributed funds to assist in finalizing this great addition to our school.  

     Angie also gave me an inspirational talk on the virtue of saving certain box tops as an easy and free way to get funds for our school.  I vowed to never throw another one away again, and that I would give her an opportunity to reinforce that to all of us in the near future.

     God bless our teachers, staff, parishioners, and all who support the ministry of our Catholic education!

Fr. William Pifher
Final Call:  November Rome, Assisi and Medjugorje:  November 1-14th, 2011 leaving from Detroit.  Contact Fr. Bill immediately if you are interested to join! 

MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., Aug. 27 - St. Monica

   5:00 PM (SA) Ambrose Meyer

Sun., Aug. 28 - 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

 8:00 AM (SJ)   Mark & Florence Betschman
 9:30 AM (SA) For the Parish

 Mon., Aug. 29 - Martyrdom of St. John the Baptist
  NO MASS
Tues., Aug. 30 - St. Rose of Lim30
  6:00 PM (SA) Confessions
  6:30 PM (SA) Rosary  
  7:00 PM (SA) Bill Stieber

Wed., Aug. 31 
  8:15 AM (SJ) Carl & Lavina Powley
Thurs., Sep. 1
   6:45 AM (SJ) Rosary

   7:10 AM (SJ) Rita Stieber
Fri., Sep. 2
   8:15 AM (SJ) Clifford Wilhelm
Sat., Sep. 3 - St. Gregory the Great
   8:30 AM (SA) Rosary
   9:00 AM (SA) For Parishioners

   WEDDING (SJ): Caleb Buck &

                                        Rhiannon Pretto
   5:00 PM (SA) 
Sun., Sep. 4 - 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
 8:00 AM (SJ)  Antonette Grimm
 9:30 AM (SA) Mike Martin
            The Saturday night 5:00 Mass
          returns to St. Joseph on Sept. 17.
READINGS THIS WEEK
SUN-Jer. 20:7-9/Rom. 12:1-2/Mt. 16:21-27
MON-1 Thes. 4:13-18/Mk. 6:17-29

TUE-1 Thes. 5:1-6, 9-11/Lk. 4:31-37

WED-Col. 1:1-8/Lk. 4:38-44

THU-Col. 1:9-14/Lk. 5:1-11

FRI-Col 1:15-20/Lk. 5:33-39

SAT-Col 1:21-23/Lk. 6:1-5
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CONTRIBUTIONS – AUG 21
St. Joseph-Sunday-4,373 (98 donors),  Loose-72.05, St. VdeP-84, Holy Day-105, 50/50-75, Bldg Fund-40,  Fuel-2, School Support-65.
St. Alphonsus-Sunday-2,964 (79 donors) Loose-130.75, Holy Day-45, Children-3.50, Vigil Lights-25, Needy-25.
LITURGICAL MINISTERS

Saturday, Sep. 3– 5:00 p.m.. – St. Alphonsus
L
Barb Chase
U
Volunteers 
EM
Ron & Barb Chase, Catherine, Volunteers
S
Ryan & Nathan Ott   
Sunday, Sep. 4 – 8:00 a.m. – St. Joseph
L
Angie Roth
U
Joe Brown, Doug Elmlinger, Fred Leber
EM
Theresa Fries, Julie Landoll, Diane Myers, Evelyn Ruffing, Carol Stieber
S
Audra & Lydia Leber
Sunday, Sep. 4– 9:30 a.m. – St. Alphonsus
L
Jeanette & Caleigh Ott
U
Tom Jim Schindley, Jim Pheiffer, Dave Barman
EM
Diane Schaffer, David & Jackie Reed, Robin Welch, Sue Schindley, Ken Wangler, Volunteers
S
George & Theo Latteman, Cody Fannin
G
Mary & Clayton Ott
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS

SEP 4- Sue Rogers
COUNTERS – AUG. 29
Evelyn Ruffing, Jeanette Meyer, Catherine Raftery, Nancy Wilson, Sheila Stang
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BIRTHDAYS

AUG 28-Wesley Fritz, Nicole Ruffing, Brittney Seitz  AUG 29-Cody Fannin  AUG 30-Derek Lavalley, Mary Ringholz, Ryan Schaffer, Amy Wangler  AUG 31-Dean Betschman, Kenneth Didion, Linda Jackson, Rachel Reilly  SEP 1-Ken Bischoff, Kelley Duncan, Emma Grimm, Jody Hampton, John Like, Betty Schafer, Amy Zientek  SEP 3-Jerry Gravenhorst, Bradley Hasselbach, Donald Rahrig, Melissa Woodruff  SEP 4-Linda Furey, Dick Schibley, Tristan Schlachter, Taryn Tyler
WEDDING BANNS
 II - Christopher Stempowski &
                 Jenna Poths

III - Caleb Buck & 
                 Rhiannon Pretto
AJ’s Tidbits - The Sunday School teacher was describing that when Lot's wife looked back at Sodom she turned into a pillar of salt, when Bobby interrupted. "My mommy looked back once while she was driving," he announced, "and she turned into a telephone pole."

[image: image16.wmf]Did you know that there is a way to raise funds for the school & parish with items that you already have in your cupboard?  Box Tops for Education labels can be found on many products you use on a daily basis.  They are worth 10 cents per box top label.  Some common items that have Box Top labels are Bisquick, Hamburger Helper, Kleenex products, Fruit Rollups, Ziploc, many cereal types such as Cheerios, Chex, Lucky Charms.  There are collection areas in the Church and in the school.  


AREA EVENTS
Bismark Senior/Community Center Festival Sunday Aug. 28. Lunch will be served from 11:00 a.m. til 1:00 p.m. and consists of chicken noodle soup, chicken or pulled pork sandwiches, sides, and dessert for $7.00.  Silent Auction, Live Auction, Music, Games and more; even a Skillet throwing contest (women only) and a Bake-off.  To register in any of these events, call Stacy at 419-577-0828.
Red Cross Blood Drive Friday, Sept. 2nd from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM. at St. Alphonsus.   The Red Cross team will then move on to the Monroeville Fire Station from 1-7 p.m.  
Pancake Breakfast at St. Anthony, Milan on Saturday, Sept. 3 from 8-noon.  Pancakes, Sausage, Scrambled Eggs, Fruit Cup, Beverage for $6.

Perch, Peach, Pierogi & Polka Festival Sept. 3-4 in downtown Port Clinton, sponsored by the K of C.  Enjoy great food and polka music from 11 a.m. - 11 p.m. both days.  More info at www.kofc1750.org.



Once again, St. Joseph silent auction had a very successful year (thanks in part to the rain!). So thank you so much to all who looked, bid, bought or donated. We couldn't do it without so many generous souls.

[image: image17.jpg]EARN CASH FOR YOUR SCHOOL!

boxtopsdeducation.com EXPIRES 6/1/07 WHT



May God send His healing blessings to Don Mesnard, Kathy Miller, Jim Pierce, Harold Wilhelm, Betty & Joe Wise, Eugene Wise, Service Men & Women, Special Intention.
IN YOUR CHARITY please pray for Rita Stieber who was buried Monday.  May she know the peace of the risen Lord for all eternity.

Mark your calendars for the St. Joseph 150th Anniversary Celebration on Sept. 17.  A Polka Mass is planned for 5:00 p.m. followed by dinner and a dance.
THE NON-FOOD BANK will be held Sept. 15 at the Congregational Community UCC in Monroeville.  Items needed are: paper towels, toilet paper, facial tissues, bar soap, laundry soap, dish soap, toothbrush/paste, shampoo, cleaning supplies, and trash bags.  Please leave items in the back of church. 

K of C 200 Club

Aug. 23 : $50-Kathlene Williams
                $25-Steve Schumm, David Wilhelm
The Diocesan Wedding Anniversary Celebration for those married 25, 50, & 60 or more years in

the year 2011 will be held on Sunday, October 23, 2011, at 3:00 p.m. at Rosary Cathedral. For

reservations, call (insert the name and phone number of your parish contact person here).

Deadline for reservations is Wednesday, September 14, 2011.
Marriage Moments

Do you have a system for deciding who does the dishes? (or the laundry, changes the oil, takes out the garbage, etc.)  You can divide up chores, alternate, or do them together.  Is your current system fair or is it time to renegotiate? 

Learn to Communicate with Your Hands
Multi-Level Sign Language Classes are be offered at St. Pius X Parish Center, 3011 Carskaddon Ave., Toledo on Thursdays, Sept. 8-Oct. 20 from 6-8 p.m.  To register, contact Jean Moder at 1-800-926-8277 or jmoder@toledodiocese.org.

Tour the Amishlands of Pennsylvania with Paul & Ann Spriggs, former parishioners of St. Alphonsus, October 18-20.  $345 per person includes 2 nights lodging, 2 breakfasts, 2 full course dinners, 2 New York City-Style Shows, and more!  A $200 deposit is due by Sept. 1.  For reservations and information contact the Spriggs’ at 419-433-3859 or email them at paul1ann@hotmail.com.

*** *** *** ***          *** *** *** ***          *** *** *** ***

Have you heard about the pharmaceutical company that developed a new drug which, when administered to women, compels them to go join a convent? The FDA refused to license it. Seems it was habit forming. 
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Song of joy
Hip Hooray
Today’s the day

The school bus comes again

From 9 to 3

How free I’ll be
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