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   26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
 Dear Parishioners of St. Joseph  and St. Alphonsus,
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     Are you ready for the excitement?  Next Sunday, October 2nd, our second annual Oktoberfest takes place at St. Alphonsus.  Band and Beer Garden open at 4:00 pm, with dinner beginning at 4:30 pm.  Volunteers are needed to help in the social hall during dinner, and also to bring in home made desserts (our Oktoberfest Committee suggested that pies might not be the best option since they have to be cut and plated).  Don’t miss this great event!

     Spiritual Opportunities:   October 1st begins this month dedicated to Mary with Saturday morning Mass and rosary in honor of Her Immaculate Heart.  The interest of the Blessed Mother is our eternal salvation.  She asks for our prayers and sacrifices so that she may be able to help us.   She needs us.  Just think how much she is depending upon you to help her!  The Bible reminds us not to take our salvation for granted.  The Lord wants to clothe us in glory of holiness.  What are you doing for your salvation today? 

     ALTAR your Thursday/Tuesday:  The 6:45 am Rosary/Adoration and 7:10 am Mass take place each Thursday at St. Joseph Church, and the same on Tuesday evenings at St. Alphonsus.  Personally, I do not really look at these as optional events in our spiritual life.  Yes, that is strong statement.  But who can say that we do not need them?  Our parish needs them.  These are special times of grace and fountains of life for us and our families.  So, I would suggest that rather than ask yourself whether you should come, ask yourself why you are not coming.   When we really look at our life, what exactly are those things that keep us so distracted and busy, and are they really worth it?  We can look at how much time we spend in front of the television, convincing ourselves that this is the best way to relax.  It isn’t.  Prayer is.  Let us resolve to stay close to Jesus through the Blessed Mother. She is the spiritual expert in the ways of Her Son and the Holy Spirit.

     The Healing Mass and Adoration was a spectacular event in so many ways at St. Joseph:  The prayerful presence of a large crowd, including many children!  The heavenly music played by steel guitar, piano and acoustic guitar helped open our hearts to receive Jesus peace.  Also, a long time friend of mine who was just ordained as a deacon by Bishop Leonard Blair last Saturday was here to assist.  This occasion was his very first time serving on the altar as a deacon minister!   What a joyful occasion.  With the cooperation of others, I hope to have another evening like this soon.

Fr.Bill
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     Oktoberfest Counts: Preparation for Oktoberfest at St. Alphonsus is in full swing.  For a donation you can enjoy the full German Buffett provided by Blue Ribbon Catering from 4:30-6:30 pm.  We are seeking volunteers to bring homemade desserts.   The evening also includes homemade latke (potato pancakes!), 53 gallons of fresh cold pressed apple cider, German beer, bonfire, Exterminator band and more!  Youth/children events begin at 3:30 pm.  The German beer garden also opens at 3:30 pm.  Help us promote the event! 

MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., Sep. 24 

   5:00 PM (SJ) Rita Stieber

                         Deceased Members of Wilhelm Family

 Sun., Sep. 25 - 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

 8:00 AM (SJ) Fr. Ben Ringholz

 9:30 AM (SA) Special Intention
 Mon., Sep. 26 - Sts. Cosmas & Damian
  NO MASS
Tues., Sep. 27 - St. Vincent de Paul
  6:00 PM (SA) Confessions
  6:30 PM (SA) Rosary  
  7:00 PM (SA) For the Parish

Wed., Sep. 28 - St. Wenceslaus; St. Lawrence Ruiz
  8:15 AM (SJ)  
Thurs., Sep. 29 - St. Michael; St. Gabriel;



St. Raphael
   6:45 AM (SJ) Rosary

   7:10 AM (SJ) Rita Stieber 
Fri., Sep. 30 - St. Jerome
   8:15 AM (SJ)  
Sat., Oct. 1 - St. Theresa
  8:30 AM (SA) Rosary 
  9:00 AM (SA) For the Parish

  WEDDING (SJ) Brian Kluding & Fawn Kimball
  5:00 PM (SJ) Hubert & Agnes Morman & 

Rosemary Grenzabach
 Sun., Oct. 2 - 27h Sunday in Ordinary Time
 8:00 AM (SJ) Walter Schlachter

           Eugene Wise

 9:30 AM (SA) Leander, Ernestine & Joann Gies
READINGS THIS WEEK
SUN-Ez. 18:25-28/Phil. 2:1-11/Mt. 21:28-32
[image: image18.wmf]MON-Zec. 8:1-8/Lk. 9:46-50

TUE-Zec. 8:20-23/Lk. 9:51-56

WED-Neh. 2:1-8/Lk. 9:57-62

THU-Dn. 7:9-10, 13-14/Jn. 1:47-51

FRI-Bar. 1:15-22/Lk. 10:13-16

SAT-Bar. 4:5-12, 27-29/Lk. 10:17-24

CONTRIBUTIONS – SEP 18
St. Joseph-Sunday-4,532 (100 donors), Loose-193, 50/50-35, Bldg Fund-35, Fuel-65, School Support-75.
St. Alphonsus-Sunday-2,348.20 (77 donors) Loose-117,  Children-4.50, Vigil Lights-12.
AJ’s Tidbits -Donald Duck comics were banned in Finland because he doesn’t wear pants.
LITURGICAL MINISTERS

Saturday, Oct. 1– 5:00 p.m.. – St. Joseph
L
Nancy Alt
 
U
Bob Wilhelm, Jeff Clark, John Fries
EM
Diane Myers, Geri Myers, Tom & Sandy Runkle, Betty Schafer
S
Elizabeth Takacs, Zolton Takacs, Ryan Watt
Sunday, Oct. 2 – 8:00 a.m. – St. Joseph
L
Krista Smith
U
Doug Elmlinger, Ron Schaffer, Robert Stieber
EM
Richard & Marilyn Palmer, Chris Raftery, Sue Rogers, Carol Stieber, Ross Stieber
S
Olivia & Victoria Smith
Sunday, Oct. 2– 9:30 a.m. – St. Alphonsus
L
Marty Long, Sr. Carolyn Schaffer
U
Carl Schnellinger, Bob Wilson, Joseph Lesch, Dennis Smith
EM
Diane Schafer, David & Jackie Reed, Robin 


Welch, Ron & Barb Chase, Sue Schindley, 


Ken Wangler, 1 Volunteer
S
Mitchell & Colton Ott, Anthony Hipp
G
Ruth Ann & Dennis Foltz
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS

OCT 2- Diana Brown
COUNTERS – SEP. 26
Catherine Tyler, Helen Hofacker, Esther Hauler, Catherine Raftery, Nancy Wilson, Sheila Stang
BIRTHDAYS

SEP 26-Albert Meyer, Norman Roeder, Matthew Roth, Kelly Schaffer  SEP 27-Charles Fritz, Michael Hohler, Amelia Ott, Donna Ott, Ida Ott, Kara Schafer, Paige Schafer, Rudy Smith  SEP 28-Glenda Mesnard, Kelly Pflieger, Janet Schafer  SEP 29-Sara Gee, Robert Stieber  SEP 30-Haley Roth  OCT 1-Carson Gates, Cole Kamann, Mindy Kamann, Russell Stang  OCT 2-Andersen Evans, Howard Gies, Mylee Reer
 WEDDING BANNS - III

 Brian Kluding & Fawn Kimball

Real prayer 
Pray as though no work would help, 

and work as though no prayer would help
PARISH CALENDAR

PSR for Pre-School during Mass, grades K-8 after Mass until 11:15. 
OKTOBERFEST next Sunday beginning at 3:30 p.m. 
AREA EVENTS
$5 Hard Times Dance Oct. 8 at Willard Enrichment Center, Willard.  Admission includes sloppy joes, chips, and assorted desserts.  For tickets or reserved tables, phone 419-668-3094.

Breakfast Buffet at St. Francis Xavier, Willard on Oct. 2 from 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  Adults: $6; Children: $3


New Ministry Schedules for St. Joseph Parish have been mailed or sent home with students.  If you do not receive yours, please contact the parish office.

St. Joseph School Fall Paper Drive will be held Oct. 21-23.  Please save your papers, magazines and cardboard for us.
Congratulations to St. Joseph 3rd grade for having the most in sales during the recent magazine sale.  They won the class trip to Kalahari on October 10th.  Thank you to everyone who participated.

[image: image19.wmf]May God send His healing blessings to June Ferguson, Don Mesnard, Kathy Miller, Jim Pierce, Harold Wilhelm, Betty & Joe Wise, Service Men & Women, Special Intention.
K of C 200 Club

Sept. 20 : $50-Robert Blum
                $25-Leo Smith, James Wobster
Reading between the lines 
   Having learned about subliminal messages at school Bill decided to send this letter home and see if the message got across:
   Dear Dad, $chool i$ really great. I am making lot$ of friend$ and $tudying very hard. With all my $tuff, I $imply can’t think of anything I need. $o if you would like, you can ju$t $end me a card, a$ I would love to hear from you. Love, Your $on. 
   The reply came quickly. Dear Son, I kNOw that astroNOmy, ecoNOmics, and oceaNOgraphy are eNOugh to keep even an hoNOr student busy. Do NOt forget that the pursuit of kNOwledge is a NOble task, and you can never study eNOugh. Love, Dad
St. Joseph Scrip
Do you shop at Schild’s IGA or Gardner’s SuperValu?  Why not support St. Joseph School with your grocery purchases.  Schild’s IGA donates 10% of your purchase to our school and Gardner’s SuperValu donates 9%.  And it only costs you the total of your grocery bill!  There are NO FEES or deductions from your purchase.  These are just goodwill donations from our local grocery stores. 
   All you need to do is stop at the grocery store office and put your money on a reloadable gift card for “St. Joseph School”.  At check out use your gift card.  It is that easy and we benefit from all your purchases!  
   If you have any questions contact Mrs. Tammie Smith at 419-706-1237 or t4xsmith@yahoo.com.    

  Thank you. 
Nominations are being accepted for the Monroeville Hall of Fame until Nov. 7.  Individuals who have made outstanding contributions to the Monroeville Schools and/or Monroeville community are eligible.  Please contact the parish office for a nomination form.

Natural Family Planning will be taught by the Couple to Couple League at a series of three classes beginning at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 13, 2011 in Norwalk.  The method taught, the Sympto-Thermal Method, is safe, effective, and morally acceptable.  For further information, registration, or to learn of other classes in the area, please call Paul or Monica Depinet at (419)660-0534 or visit www.ccli.org
When yes is not enough 
All of our religious life is peppered with yeses to God in one form or another. We speak them in hymn and creed and prayer: We spout our God directed yeses to His commandments and miracles alike, declaring unswerving faith from Bethlehem to the garden of the Resurrection. But before we allow our many yeses, sung, spoken or thought, to lull us into spiritual smugness consider the story Jesus tells in today’s Gospel. 

This is a story of a yes-man who failed to follow through, and a nay-sayer who turned his life around. The turn about ending gives us all pause. Are we that same yes-man, agreeing with God out of habit, but letting our feet wander in the opposite direction? If so, take heart. Today’s lesson invites us to make good on yesterday's yeses and even turn around the times we may have uttered a no. The important thing is to set our hands and hearts to the tasks He has given us. Our yeses aren’t enough. Make your works, not your words, speak for themselves. 
***        ***        ***        ***

My sheep hear my voice, says the Lord;

I know them, and they follow me.



John 10:27
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Looking for angels
“Make yourself familiar with the angels, and behold them frequently in spirit; for without being seen, they are present with you.”

Francis de Sales
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