ST. ALPHONSUS & ST. JOSEPH 
    Office: 419-465-4142
                                              www.stjosephmonroeville.parishesonline.com  

        October 9, 2011





   28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
  Dear Parishioners of St. Joseph  and St. Alphonsus,
     How wonderful to finally see some blue October skies!  Autumn weather is a special time for us to notice the beauty of God’s creation and to give thanks for his grace and all that he has given us.  

     It would so often seem easy to see all the things that are wrong around us today, and we could choose from so many things to complain about.  But how often do we sit to think about all the things that are right?  Faith allows us to take time and to see things in the brilliant light of God, even our own trials and sufferings.  That is a powerful theme in Matthew’s Gospel today:  the heavenly Father has invited us to a great banquet in his Kingdom, but many are too preoccupied with their own worries and concerns to accept his gift.  How sad it is to see them turn away because they are weighted down by their own heaviness, and they fail to see the larger picture of hope and how God is at work.

     It is in that light that I give thanks for the many wonderful signs of God’s activity that are present at both of our two parishes.  First of all, I am thankful for the growing ways that our two diverse parishes find to work together and support each other.  This past year this has included both large celebrations, such as the 150th Anniversary Celebration at St. Joseph, and regular prayer experiences, such as the Healing Mass and adorations.  I am especially thankful to our joint Pastoral Council that has really done a great job in helping to build mutual understanding, collaboration and deeper trust among us.  These happen gradually over time, sometimes beginning in very subtle ways.  But they always begin with an open spirit and small, personal gestures.

     Also, I give thanks to God and to you for your great generosity in supporting our parishes and their ministries.  Last week, you saw the insert regarding our financial reports.  Somehow, both parishes managed to finish last July with stable year end budgets.  St. Alphonsus, you may have noted, ended a little in the red, but you must keep in mind that we did have the extraordinary expense of buying an acre of adjoining property which became available, and that is why.    

     I want to note in a special way how your inspired generosity at both parishes greatly supports the Catholic School Ministry.  You might be surprised to be reminded how much this is so!  At St. Joseph, the parish contributed $192,760 in parish funds as subsidy to support its school.  That represents 44% of total parish income, and 38% of the school’s total expenses.  Tuition covers only 33% of the expenses.

     Even though St. Alphonsus does not operate its own school, nonetheless, almost 20% of its Sunday offertory collection, $26,040, went to support its 29 students in Catholic Schools.  That represents an amazing commitment to this ministry as a parish!  The Finance Advisory Council has discussed the topic at length, and has decided to increase the total amount of support in this year’s budget.  I am thankful for this support.    

     May we continue to give thanks for the ways that God has blessed us, and that we see a blessing in each other.

     Future Challenges:  New St. Joseph Roof!  For the past few years, St. Joseph Church has studied the somewhat urgent need for us to initiate a strategy and campaign to replace the roof on the Church (and also on the parish rectory, though a much smaller project).  I feel that the time has come for us to put that into gear.  I am taking steps to put together a Roof Building Committee to plan and carry out this project.  If you are willing to be on this committee, please let me know.  It’s time for us to step up to this challenge.  Let us pray to our Patron, St. Joseph, for his help to guide us to success.
     Priests’ Retirement Fund:  We will have a special collection at all Masses this weekend to help support this Diocesan retirement fund.  Please note the special envelopes available in the pews for your contribution.  Thanks in advance for your generosity.

     Finally, thanks to all who helped make Oktoberfest such a great success last weekend!  Even though I had to fight through a bit of a cold myself, there was a great turn out and lots of fun!

     Healing Mass and Adoration:  I am planning another special Mass and prayers for healing at St. Joseph Church on Wednesday, October 19th.   Mark your calendar!  So many have commented on the Spirit of peace and blessing they felt that evening at the last one.

     Peace and blessing!     
Fr. Bill

MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., Oct. 8

   5:00 PM (SJ) Charles Fitch
                         Rich Dreschel

 Sun., Oct. 9 - 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

 8:00 AM (SJ) Antonette Grimm

 9:30 AM (SA) Dave Roberts

                         Eugene Wise
Mon., Oct. 10 
  NO MASS
Tues., Oct. 11
  6:00 PM (SA) Confessions
  6:30 PM (SA) Rosary  
  7:00 PM (SA) Chester & Margaret Wasiniak



Rita Stieber

Wed., Oct. 12 
  8:15 AM (SJ) Barbara Schafer
Thurs., Oct. 13
   6:45 AM (SJ) Rosary

   7:10 AM (SJ) Theresa Didion
Fri., Oct. 14 - St. Callistus 
   8:15 AM (SJ) James Smith
Sat., Oct. 15 - St. Teresa of Jesus
   5:00 PM (SJ) Anna & James Bemis
                         Dolores Limbird
 Sun., Oct. 16 - 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time

 8:00 AM (SJ) Ray Myers
 9:30 AM (SA) Jean Krenek
READINGS THIS WEEK
SUN-Is. 25:6-10a/Phil. 4:12-14, 19-20/Mt. 22:1-14
MON-Rom. 1:1-7/Lk. 11:29-32

TUE-Rom. 1:16-25/Lk. 11:37-41

WED-Rom. 2:1-11/Lk. 11:42-46

THU-Rom. 3:21-20/Lk. 11:47-54

FRI-Rom. 4:1-8/Lk. 12:1-7

SAT-Rom. 4:13, 16-18/Lk. 12:8-12

CONTRIBUTIONS – OCT 2
St. Joseph-Sunday-5,808 (113 donors), Loose-137.23, St. VdeP-70, Holy Day 10, 50/50-55, Bldg Fund-45, Fuel-96, School Support-95, Needy-442.
St. Alphonsus-Sunday-3,378.01 (87 donors) Loose-167.55,  Children-5, Vigil Lights-51, Needy-553.37.
AJ’s Tidbits An average American, in a whole lifetime, will spend six months waiting at red lights.
LITURGICAL MINISTERS

Saturday, Oct. 15– 5:00 p.m.. – St. Joseph
L
Krista Smith 
U
Bob Wilhelm, Jeff Clark, Marvin Pierce
EM
Sheila Meikle, John Miller, Diane Myers, Geri Myers, Betty Schafer
S
Jake & Mason Kluding, Tyler Smith
Sunday, Oct. 16 – 8:00 a.m. – St. Joseph
L
Elaine Finch
U
John Fries, Chris Gies, Zachary Schafer
EM
Brent Bollenbacher, Barb Good, Julie Landoll, Richard & Marilyn Palmer, Barb Smith
S
Andrew Haughawout, Brandon Seifker
Sunday, Oct. 16 – 9:30 a.m. – St. Alphonsus
L
Sue Schindley, John Burrow
U
Jim Ott, Bill Brooks, Dennis Foltz, James Heyman
EM
Chuck & Sue Fritz, Ruth Ann Foltz, Marty Long, Pat Schaffer, Nancy Wilson, Catherine, John Garcia, 1 Volunteer
S
Wesley Fritz, Matt Silcox, Joshua Hanneman, Aaron Gates
G
Marty & Gary Long
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS

OCT 16- Betty Schafer
COUNTERS – OCT. 11 (Tuesday)
Theresa Schafer, Ruth Schaffer, Judy Trushel, Catherine Raftery, Ann & Fred Roth
BIRTHDAYS

OCT 10-Layna Cox, Aiden Edwards, Barb Kramer, Lisa Reer, Carolyn Sabo, Susan Schindley, Catherine Tyler  OCT 11-Katie Drown, Ellen Wensink  OCT 12-Erica Bollenbacher, Barb Chase, Marilyn Watt  OCT 13-Sue Moore, Marie Stieber  OCT 14-Tom Bollenbacher, Glenn Brooks, Chase Heyman, Brandon Meagrow, John Scheid, Stacey Schwartz  OCT 15-Elaine Finch, Christin Funni, Laura Gray, Sara Sattler  OCT 16-Charlene Bauer, Stephanie Benson, Dyer Heyman, John Myers, Robert Smithson, Beverly Thurston 
[image: image1]
WEDDING BANNS II
Derek Lavalley & Natasha Gardner
PARISH CALENDAR

PSR for Pre-School during Mass, grades K-8 after Mass until 11:15. 
PASTORAL COUNCIL meets after the 7 p.m. Mass on Tuesday.

AREA EVENTS
Breakfast Buffet Sunday Oct. 9 at Bismark Senior/

Community Center 5582 Bismark Rd. Serving from 8 am til 12 p.m.  Pancakes, waffles, ham, sausage, biscuits with sausage gravy, scrambled eggs, hash browns, etc.  Cost: $6.50.  Get 50 cents off your meal with a donated food item for the local food pantry.  There will also be a 50/50 drawing.

OctoberFest at Our Lady of Hope, Attica Oct. 9.  Roast Pork Dinner served 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.  Outside Grilled & Fried Food, Adult & Children’s Games, Free Bakery Bingo, Straw Maze, Silent Auction, Petting Zoo, General Store. $1,000 Grand Prize Raffle.
Bismark Senior Center -Wed. Oct. 12 at 6:30 p.m. Kevin Hipp from Franklin Monument in Norwalk will be doing a program and a demonstration on how to properly clean a tombstone.  Come learn how to take care of your ancestor's and family's tombstones.
Spaghetti & “Homemade” Meatball Dinner Saturday, Oct. 22 from 4-7 p.m. at Sandusky Holy Angels.  Adults: $8


The Wisdom People will be going to Reedtown on Wednesday, Oct. 12 at noon.  If you are 55 or over, join us for lunch and cards.
St. Joseph School Fall Paper Drive will be held Oct. 21-23.  Please save your papers, magazines and cardboard for us.
[image: image16.wmf]May God send His healing blessings to June Ferguson, Don Mesnard, Kathy Miller, Jim Pierce, Harold Wilhelm, Joe Wise, Service Men & Women, Special Intention.
IN YOUR CHARITY please pray for Betty Wise & Eldon Smith who were buried this week and for Kathy Miller who will be buried Monday.  May they know the peace of the risen Lord for all eternity.

The Ladies of St Alphonsus met on October 5. So far 100 chairs have been purchased for the hall.  We hope to raise funds to purchase 50 more.  Final arrange-ments were made concerning the dinner next week.  The Ladies decided on flowers for the Christmas order as well as plans for gifts for parish shut-ins. 

Scrap Metal Drive, hosted by the Ladies of St Alphonsus. Gregg Moore has kindly donated the use of a trailer which will be placed at St Alphonsus for your scrap metal donations during the week of October 17. Proceeds will be used for new chairs for the hall. We thank everyone in advance for their help with this worthy project!

K of C 200 Club

Oct. 4 : $50-Harley Reed
             $25-Jack Trushel, 1117 K of C 
Natural Family Planning will be taught by the Couple to Couple League at a series of three classes beginning at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 13, 2011 in Norwalk.  The method taught, the Sympto-Thermal Method, is safe, effective, and morally acceptable.  For further information, registration, or to learn of other classes in the area, please call Paul or Monica Depinet at (419)660-0534 or visit www.ccli.org
[image: image17.wmf]St. Mary Church will be presenting a Dinner Theatre on Friday, November 11th at 6 pm, Saturday, November 12th at 6 pm and Sunday, November 13th at 3 pm in Reynolds Hall of the Early Childhood Center. Advanced Ticket Sales for the show “Luau for King Lear”, can be purchased at St. Mary’s Parish Office or calling 419-668-2005.  Cost of the tickets is $20 per person and includes dinner and the show. There will be no tickets sold at the door.
Join the Franciscan Friars at the Shrine of Our Lady of Consolation, Carey, Ohio for a special Hope and Healing Mass on Tuesday, October 11 at 7 pm. This Mass is for cancer victims, survivors and their loved ones. Also join us at Mass Sunday, October 16 at 12:00 pm for the feast of St. Gerard Majella for those who are expecting a child or trying to have one. St. Gerard is the patron saint of motherhood. All are welcome to come and pray on their journey to faith, hope and healing.

In honor of Our Lady of Fatima, Fr. Doug Taylor will lead a public-square recitation of the rosary next Saturday Oct. 15 at noon.  Please join us on the Huron County Courthouse steps as we pray for our country and for the end of abortion.  Call Marilyn at 419-668-8742 for more information.
It’s not what you’d do with a million

If riches should e’er be your lot

But what are you doing at present

With the dollar and a quarter you’ve got?[image: image18.wmf][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9][image: image10][image: image11][image: image12][image: image13][image: image14][image: image15]



























