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   29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
  Dear Parishioners of St. Joseph  and St. Alphonsus,
     This past week we hosted the local Deanery meeting at St. Joseph Parish.  Priests and various ministers from the other local parishes gather to discuss ministry issues on the local, Diocesan, and even national levels.  We also discuss how we can collaborate in ministry so that we may be the most effective.  We meet about 8 times per year.  Each deanery has its own name, and ours is the St. John Neumann Deanery.  

     What is a Deanery?  You may know that our Toledo Diocese is subdivided into 15 deaneries, or parish affiliations, each with its own representing Dean who is elected by the priests of the Deanery.  The 15 Deans gather together with Bishop Leonard Blair about once a month.  While he serves as Dean, the priest accrues the temporary title Very Reverend as a gesture of respect.  Our current local dean is the Very Rev. Frank Speier of St. Mary in Norwalk.  

     It is through our Deans that we priests are able to communicate with issues with our Bishop and provide him our input on Diocesan matters.  It also provides the Bishop a vehicle to communicate with us regarding the spiritual and temporal priorities he wants to promote.  Our Bishop is our shepherd in Christ, and the Lord speaks to us through him in a special way.  When we priests are ordained, we promise to show respect and obedience to our Bishop.  So we always want to pray together for our Bishop and support him in a special way by promoting his goals and concerns.  

     At times, it seems so unfair when the media can distort news stories and Church issues in ways that do no portray our Bishops in a positive light.  I am convinced that if the common newspapers and major television networks are where you get most of your Church news, rarely are you getting an accurate or truthful version of the story.  There are some notorious examples of that out there!  That is why the free Catholic Chronicle that the Diocese publishes is such an important source of news and information for us.  It reports all the good news that goes largely ignored by the major sources. 

     Also, I should note that there is another structure that networks each deanery with the Bishop, and this is known as the Priests’ Council.  These representatives are also elected by the priests, and they collaborate with the Bishop directly and serve on various committees regarding various Church issues.  They meet with the Bishop for a whole day once a month and report back communications with the Bishop as well at our local deanery meetings.

     So, what are some of those communications?  While the Bishop is so appreciative of the financial support given through the Annual Catholic Appeal, he is disappointed somewhat that only about 16% of Catholic households participated in this diocesan fund drive.  He wants to encourage us all to finds ways to increase that percentage of support in the campaign that will begin in February next year.  I hope we all support it!

     Liturgical News:  We also had delivered to us the new Mass Prayers and Responses Card.  Yes, this is important news that affects all of us.  Beginning on the 1st Sunday of Advent this year, November 27th, the whole Church will be using a new translation of some of the prayers and your responses at Mass.  I am putting the cards in the pews now so that you may look over them yourself and prepare to use them.  This is going to require some adjustment for all of us to get used to them.  After all, we have been using this current translation for the last 40 years or so!  But we have to retrain our spiritual reflexes. 

     This is not really news, as we have been anticipating the arrival of these changes for over a year or two. It’s just now they have arrived!  So for the past year, we priests and ministers have been going to workshops that explain the significance of some of these updated changes and how they are improvements in translation.  Keep in mind that the Mass hasn’t changed.  The official Latin text from which all the other language translations are derived is not changed.  It is specifically our English translation of the Mass from the Latin that is re-translated to reflect the richer nuances and is actually a much closer translation truer to the original Latin.    That’s a good thing!  But you know how change is. . . at first it seems a nuisance. . . until we get used to it, and then we start to appreciate it.  In fact, do you know that our own Bishop Leonard Blair was on the special committee for years that worked on the project of this new translation?

     Soon the old red Sacramentary you see on the altar will be replaced by a new Mass book that reflects these updates, and you will see us priests looking down upon the altar more during our prayers, rather than up to heaven, making sure that we don’t trip up on the words!  I will include more information in the time to come to help ease our transition as a Church.  We’re all in it together!

May the intercession of Our Lady bring to each person healing and peace.

Fr. Bill
MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., Oct. 15 - St. Teresa of Jesus

   5:00 PM (SJ) Anna & James Bemis
                         Dolores Limbird

 Sun., Oct. 16 - 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time

 8:00 AM (SJ) Ray Myers

 9:30 AM (SA) Jean Krenek
Mon., Oct. 17 - St. Ignatius of Antioch 
  NO MASS
Tues., Oct. 18 - St. Luke
  6:00 PM (SA) Confessions
  6:30 PM (SA) Rosary  
  7:00 PM (SA) James O Wilhelm
Wed., Oct. 19 - St. John de Brebeuf 



St. Isaac Jogues 
  8:15 AM (SJ) Ralph Pierce
  6:30 PM (SJ) Rosary

  7:00 PM (SJ) Healing Service

Thurs., Oct. 20 - St. Paul of the Cross
   6:45 AM (SJ) Rosary

   7:10 AM (SJ) Robert & Irene Woodworth
Fri., Oct. 21  
   8:15 AM (SJ) Frank Ruffing
Sat., Oct. 22
  WEDDING (SJ): Derek Lavalley &

                                           Natasha Gardner

  5:00 PM (SJ) Bill Miller
Sun., Oct. 23 - 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time

 8:00 AM (SJ) Margaret Cooper Schlachter

           Antonette Grimm

 9:30 AM (SA) Linda Wilhelm
READINGS THIS WEEK
SUN-Is. 45:1, 4-6/1 Thes. 1:1-5b/Mt. 22:15-21
MON-Rom. 4:20-25/Lk. 12:13-21

TUE-2 Tm. 4:10-17b/Lk. 10:1-9

WED-Rom. 6:12-18/Lk. 12:39-48

THU-Rom. 6:19-23/Lk. 12:49-53

FRI-Rom. 7:18-25a/Lk. 12:54-59

SAT-Rom. 8:1-11/Lk. 13:1-9

CONTRIBUTIONS – OCT 9
St. Joseph-Sunday-4,379 (98 donors), Loose-86.88, St. VdeP-35, 50/50-75, Bldg Fund-25, Fuel-85, School Support-55, Priests’ Retirement-280.
St. Alphonsus-Sunday-2,848.75 (77 donors) Loose-106,  Children-5.40, Vigil Lights-23, Needy-35, Priests’ Retirement-306.
AJ’s Tidbits - Sherlock Holmes NEVER said, "Elementary, my dear Watson
LITURGICAL MINISTERS

Saturday, Oct. 22– 5:00 p.m.. – St. Joseph
L
Nancy Alt 
U
Paul Stang, Bill Stang, Bob Wilhelm
EM
Charlene Bauer, Brent Bollenbacher, Tom & Sandy Runkle, Ellen Wensink
S
Josee Brown, Isabelle Roeder, Kirsten Stieber
Sunday, Oct. 23 – 8:00 a.m. – St. Joseph
L
Jackie Schafer
U
Ken & Marie Bischoff, Zachary Schafer
EM
Ron Betschman, Jane Kramer, Sue Rogers, Carol Stieber, Ross Stieber
S
Mark Resor, Dominique & Sean Workley
Sunday, Oct. 23 – 9:30 a.m. – St. Alphonsus
L
Erin Lendrum, Barb Chase
U
Tom Ott, Jim Schindley, Jim Pheiffer, Dave Barman
EM
Gregg & Susan Moore, John & Ian Miller, Tom Smith, Sr. Carolyn Schaffer, Ruth Ann Foltz, Charlie Nay, 1 Volunteer
S
Ann Vanderpool, Macie & Lauren Ott
G
Charlie & Maryellen Nay
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS

OCT 23- Sue Rogers
COUNTERS – OCT. 17
Phyllis Gravenhorst, Margaret Smith, Catherine Raftery, Rose & Denny Perry
BIRTHDAYS

OCT 17- Summer Moehlman, Anthony Thurston  OCT 18-Jim Brown, Kathy Camp, Doug Mastroianni, Elmer Meyer, Tyler Palmer, Dennis Smith, Mary Ellen Stang  OCT 19-Christian Barman, Megan Doughty, Mattie Miller, Patricia Scheid, Tim Stang  OCT 20-Wendy Adelman, Sue Schindley, Kenneth Wilhelm  OCT 21-Marie Bischoff, Becki Fries, Lauren Schafer  OCT 22-Denise Brooks, Linda Hales, Kaci Poths, Paula Underwood  OCT 23-Agnes Balduff, Michelle Breslin, Tom Jarrett, Bob Roth, Tom Ruffing, Sandy Swick, Pricilla Tremmel
[image: image16.wmf]WWEDDING BANNS III
  Derek Lavalley & Natasha Gardner
PARISH CALENDAR

PSR for Pre-School during Mass, grades K-8 after Mass until 11:15. 
ST. ALPHONSUS FINANCE COUNCIL meets after the 7 p.m. Mass on Tuesday.

AREA EVENTS
Spaghetti & “Homemade” Meatball Dinner Saturday, Oct. 22 from 4-7 p.m. at Sandusky Holy Angels.  Adults: $8

TRUNK OR TREAT Sat. Oct. 22 at 4 p.m. at Bismark Senior/Community Center, 5582 Bismark Rd. 
Free and open to the public.  There is something for everyone.  Bring your children to trick or treat or, f you will not be trick or treating, you can decorate your car/trunk of your car for Halloween, wear a costume and pass out candy.  Prizes will be awarded for the best costumes and best decorated cars! Enjoy a bonfire with hot dogs, donuts and apple cider!  For more info call Stacy at 419-577-0828

St. Paul Craft Show Nov. 5 from 9-3 in the Convocation Center.  Admission is still only .50!  Lunch available from 11:00 to 2:00.  


St. Joseph School Fall Paper Drive will be held Oct. 21-23.  Please save your papers, magazines and cardboard for us.
[image: image17.wmf]May God send His healing blessings to June Ferguson, Don Mesnard, Jim Pierce, Harold Wilhelm, Joe Wise, Service Men & Women, Special Intention.
Scrap Metal Drive this week.  The trailer is parked at St Alphonsus for your scrap metal donations.  Proceeds will be used for new chairs for the hall. We thank everyone in advance for their help with this worthy project!
The Ladies of St Alphonsus would like to express their gratitude to the family of Eldon Smith for their very generous donation to the chair/table replacement fund here at St Alphonsus.

K of C 200 Club

Oct. 11 : $50-1117 K of C
               $25-Michael Schaffer, Rick Wensink
[image: image18.wmf]The K of C Breakfast Buffet will be held today from 8 a.m. until noon.  Serving eggs, ham, sausage, biscuits & gravy, pancakes or French toast.  The cost is $6 for adults and $2 for children; children under 5 are free. 
Memorial Mass for Knights of Columbus Monroeville Council #1117, Norwalk 626 and 823 are having a Mass with Father Bill on Nov 19 at 5 p.m. with a catered supper to follow in the Social Hall. 
K of C widows are invited as our guests for a no cost dinner. All members and guests are invited at a $15 per person cost. Please call Rick Myers 465-2040 for reservations by November 14.  
Loyola Institute for Ministry Extension (LIMEX) classes will be given at St. Paul, Norwalk beginning Nov. 3.  Contact Marian Bermudez at 419-663-5036 or marianb@stpaulchurch.org for more information. 

*****     *****     *****     *****     *****
October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Breast Cancer is the most common cancer in women, besides skin cancer. 1% of men over the age of 60 develop breast cancer. If breast cancer is caught early, the chances for survival increase dramatically. At this time there is no guaranteed way to prevent breast cancer but you can help to detect it early by:

· Obtain regular mammography screenings starting at the age of 40 or earlier if recommended by your health care provider

· Get a yearly clinical breast exam

· Do monthly breast-self exams

· Visit your health care provider yearly to do a risk assessment

       No matter your age, take action to protect your health now. Practice routine health screenings, maintain a healthy weight, and engage in moderate exercise daily. Reduce alcohol intake. If you are considering the use of hormone therapy, discuss the risks and benefits with your health care provider. (Taken from National Breast Cancer Foundation)

“And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.” Galatians 6:9.
There are only two things in the world to worry over: The things you can control, and the things you can’t control.  Fix the first, forget the second.
Healing Mass and Adoration:   A special Mass of healing will take place at St. Joseph Church on Wednesday, October 19th.   Rosary and Adoration begin at 6:30 pm, Mass at 7 pm, and healing prayers to follow.  Once again, we will be blessed to have the beautiful adoration music to accompany our prayers on this night.

     Future Challenges:  New St. Joseph Roof!  Next Wednesday, Oct. 26, will be the first meeting for a Roof Building Committee to study the need to put a new roof on the Church.  The Committee is comprised of various St. Joseph parishioners, and they will discuss the need and possible plans.  Let us pray to our Patron, St. Joseph, for his help to guide us in evaluating this project.  
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