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30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Dear Parishioners of St. Joseph  and St. Alphonsus,
     The season of harvest is upon us!  How beautiful to behold a field of orange pumpkins under a blue sky!  It is a magnificent site to behold the massive combines shooting a river of golden corn or soybeans into their bins.  I try to get out at least a few times a week to walk, pray the rosary and meditate the mystery of creation.  

     To behold the fruitfulness and the change of season reminds me of some of the psalm responses that we pray, such as:

The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord! (ps 33)

The earth hath yielded her fruit. May God, our God bless us (ps 67)

Those who sow in tears shall reap with shouts of joy! (ps 126)

     The harvest reminds us to stop and give thanks to God for blessing the earth.  In the Old Testament, God commanded the Jews to celebrate the end of the harvest with special religious festivals.  One was called the Feast of Tabernacles, one of the pilgrimage feasts that required the devout Jews to journey to Jerusalem to offer sacrifices of thanksgiving in the Temple.  They offered their first fruits to the Lord as a sign of gratefulness and of confidence that God would continue to bless them.  I often think it would be a good idea for us to organize a special Mass during some evening of the week to give thanks in this way.  If anybody has any ideas to get that started or help, you could let me know!

     This week we are beginning sign-ups for the Cemetery blessings to kick off the month of November.  As you know, the whole month is dedicated to honoring and praying for the dead.  All Saints Day, Tues, Nov. 1st, is a holy day of obligation to attend Mass this year.

     We will have the blessing of the graves at St Alphonsus Cemetery on Sunday, October 30th after the 9:30 am Mass there.  We will pray the rosary as we process through the cemetery and stop at the graves to pray with a candle.   All are welcome to join in the procession, but if you would like us to stop at the grave of a particular deceased there, please sign-up on the sheet in Church, or call the parish office.  To sign up for a particular grave blessing at least one person from your family must be present at the cemetery.

     At St. Joseph Cemetery on Monday night, October 31st, we will begin with a rosary procession and blessing of graves at 6:30 pm.  Again, a sign-up is posted at both churches to have us pass by your family graves.  Then we will celebrate the Vigil Mass for All Saints Day at 7:30 pm at St. Joseph Church on this same Monday night.  This Mass will also serve as the Memorial Mass for the deceased of both of our parishes who have died this year, and we will remember them with a candle and special prayer presented at Mass.
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     If you are looking for something fun to do next Friday evening, Oct 28th, stop by D & D Winery where my musical band the Exterminators, may be playing. . . negotiations pending. . . for a benefit.  They have a Spaghetti dinner and Halloween costume theme.

     Note that next Sunday, Oct 30th, St. Alphonsus is hosting its annual Halloween Party beginning at 4:00 pm!  The children and parents of both parishes are cordially welcomed.  There is a Hay Ride scheduled at 4:30 pm followed by potluck supper at 5:00 pm.  It is loads of fun, so we hope to see you there!
     May the Lord Bless us! 

Fr. William Pifher

MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., Oct. 22

  5:00 PM (SJ) Bill Miller
Sun., Oct. 23 - 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time

 8:00 AM (SJ) Margaret Cooper Schlachter


           Antonette Grimm

 9:30 AM (SA) Linda Wilhelm
Mon., Oct. 24 - St. Anthony Mary Claret 
  NO MASS
Tues., Oct. 25 
  6:00 PM (SA) Confessions
  6:30 PM (SA) Rosary  
  7:00 PM (SA) Mike Martin
Wed., Oct. 26
  8:15 AM (SJ) Rita Stieber
Thurs., Oct. 27
   6:45 AM (SJ) Rosary

   7:10 AM (SJ) Paul & Ortrude Smith
Fri., Oct. 28 - St. Simon & St. Jude 
   8:15 AM (SJ) Clifford Wilhelm
Sat., Oct. 29
  5:00 PM (SJ) Bill Miller

           Charles Fitch
Sun., Oct. 30 - 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time

 8:00 AM (SJ) Dorothy Stallkamp

           Barb Schafer

 9:30 AM (SA) For the Parish
READINGS THIS WEEK
SUN-Ex. 22:20-16/1 Thes. 1:5c-10/Mt. 22:34-40
MON-Rom. 8:12-17/Lk. 13:10-17

TUE-Rom. 8:18-25/Lk. 13:18-21

WED-Rom. 8:26-30/Lk. 13:22-30

THU-Rom. 8: 31b-39/Lk. 13:31-35

FRI-Eph. 2:19-22/Lk. 6:12-16

SAT-Rom. 11:1-2a, 11-12, 25-29/Lk. 14:1, 7-11 

CONTRIBUTIONS – OCT 16
St. Joseph-Sunday-3,885 (101 donors), Loose-113.80, St. VdeP-77, 50/50-65, Bldg Fund-35, Fuel-30, School Support-50, All Souls-6.
St. Alphonsus-Sunday-2,933 (78 donors) Loose-100,  Holy Day-9, Children-5.50, Needy-25.
AJ’s Tidbits - Found on Bat Man The Animated Series Armor Set Halloween costume box: "PARENT: Please exercise caution, mask and chest plate are not protective; cape does not enable wearer to fly."

LITURGICAL MINISTERS

Saturday, Oct. 29– 5:00 p.m.. – St. Joseph
L
Krista Smith
U
Jeff Clark, John Fries, Chris Gies
EM
Sheila Meikle, John Miller, Diane Myers, Tom & Sandy Runkle
S
Nick Schafer, Aiden & Stacia Steiber
Sunday, Oct. 30 – 8:00 a.m. – St. Joseph
L
Nichole Brown
U
Craig Selka, Kevin & Elaine Stieber
EM
Diana Brown, Theresa Fries, Barb Good, Julie Jarrett, Julie Landoll, Chris Raftery
S
Kevin Brown, Breanna & Haley Kramer
Sunday, Oct. 30 – 9:30 a.m. – St. Alphonsus
L
David & Jackie Reed
U
John Burrow, Donald Schaffer, Clayton Ott, Charles Fritz
EM
Catherine Raftery, Pat Schaffer, Bob & Alice Crist, Ken Wangler, David & Jackie Reed, 2 Volunteers
S
Emma, Jami & Kyle Kluding
G
Nancy Reilly, Tom Smith
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS

OCT 30- Linda Laux
COUNTERS – OCT. 24
Evelyn Ruffing, Jeanette Meyer, Catherine Raftery, Nancy Wilson, Sheila Stang
BIRTHDAYS

OCT 24-Andy Homan, Kiptyn Kamann, Sue Myers, Liz Scheid  OCT 25-Eric Adelman, Kelly Hammond, Scott Hunter, Meredith Lendrum, Charles Nay, Mitchell Ott, Tom Runkle, Dean Schaffer, Donald Schaffer  OCT 26-Rita Bishop, Ross Clark, Ann Jones, Dick Palmer  OCT 27-Marlene Eastman, Ruth Ott, Harley Reed, Gerald Stallkamp, Brooke Stieber  OCT 28-Cyndi Gfell, Brian Ringholz, Jennifer Wadsworth  OCT 29-Olivia Doughty, Eric Leber, Bonnie Mahl, Kevin Scheid, David Schbiley, Steve Wasiniak  OCT 30-Jason Gahring, Alexandria Schafer
[image: image17.wmf]CCongratulations to Derek & Natasha (Gardner) Lavalley who were married Saturday.  May they grow in the love of the Lord and each other.
PARISH CALENDAR

PSR at St. Alphonsus - Pre-School during Mass, grades K-8 after Mass until 11:15. 
ST. JOSEPH ROOF COMMITTEE MEETING Wednesday at 7 p.m. in the Carpenter House.
ST. JOSEPH FALL PAPER DRIVE next weekend.
ST. ALPHONSUS CEMETERY BLESSING after Mass next Sunday. 

HALLOWEEN PARTY Oct. 30 at 4 p.m. at St. Alphonsus.  
AREA EVENTS
St. Paul Craft Show Nov. 5 from 9-3 in the Convocation Center.  Admission is still only .50!  Lunch available from 11:00 to 2:00.  


We welcome into the family of St. Joseph Parish, through the reception of the Sacrament of Baptism, Cole Ryan, son of Ryan & Dorene Lawrence.  May God bless him and his family.

The Ladies of St Alphonsus would like to express their thanks to all who assisted at the dinner on Thursday, October 13 and all who donated pies. The dinner was a great success and we would not be able to do this fundraising activity without all of your support. 
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St. Alphonsus Halloween Party
Oct. 30 - 4 p.m.

Costume Judging, Hayride (weather permitting) and Potluck Supper.  All are invited!

[image: image19.emf]May God send His healing blessings to June Ferguson, Don Mesnard, Jim Pierce, Carol Swancer, Harold Wilhelm, Joe Wise, Service Men & Women, Special Intention.
K of C 200 Club

Oct. 11 : $50-1117 K of C
               $25-Michael Schaffer, Rick Wensink
The HEALTH MINISTRY TEAM needs your input to set our goals for 2012.  PLEASE complete the surveys in the pews.  They will be picked up after the Masses.  We would appreciate 100% response from both parishes.

   The overall goal of the Health Ministry Team is to promote the health of the congregational members guided by the following principles: 1) focus on prevention; 2) approach health from the total body, mind, & spirit; 3) encourage and assist congregational members to take an active role in maintaining their own health. 

   The current team members are: Pat Dahm, Pat Didion, Carolyn Garcia, Darlene Krupp, Norma Myers, Rosalie Perry, Jill Schafer, Kelly Schaffer, Diane Wasiniak, & Nancy Wilson.  We would invite anyone interested in health and wellness issues to join this ministry. You do not need to be a health professional.  Call (419-465-2698) or e-mail (rosp@hughes.net) Rose Perry for more information or to become a member.

Memorial Mass for Knights of Columbus Monroeville Council #1117, Norwalk 626 and 823 are having a Mass with Father Bill on Nov 19 at 5 p.m. with a catered supper to follow in the Social Hall. 
K of C widows are invited as our guests for a no cost dinner. All members and guests are invited at a $15 per person cost. Please call Rick Myers 465-2040 for reservations by November 14.  
THE NON-FOOD BANK will be held Thursday, Nov. 17 from 2-5 p.m. at the Congregational Community UCC in Monroeville.  Items needed are: paper towels, toilet paper, facial tissues, bar soap, laundry soap, dish soap, toothbrushes/paste, shampoo, cleaning supplies and trash bags.  Please leave donations in the back of either church. 

Loyola Institute for Ministry Extension (LIMEX) classes will be given at St. Paul, Norwalk beginning Nov. 3.  Contact Marian Bermudez at 419-663-5036 or marianb@stpaulchurch.org for more information. 

*****     *****     *****     *****     *****
While driving in Pennsylvania, a family caught up to an Amish carriage. The owner of the carriage obviously had a sense of humor, because attached to the back of the carriage was a hand printed sign... "Energy efficient vehicle: Runs on oats and grass. Caution: Do not step in exhaust." [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9][image: image10][image: image11][image: image12][image: image13][image: image14][image: image15]



























