

    Office: 419-465-4142
                                              www.stjosephmonroeville.parishesonline.com  

        November 13, 2011





33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Dear Parishioners of St. Joseph  and St. Alphonsus, 
     During this month of November, we pray for the dead in a more intense way.  Our faith calls us to reflect upon own mortality on earth.  Though death is a great mystery of our human experience, our faith does not call us to be fear.  Rather, our faith calls us to have a healthy relationship with death.  

     If we view death from the earthly side, it looks dark, opaque, like a stained glass window viewed from the inside on a dark day.  But if we view it with the light of the sun shining through, it comes to life vividly and in splendid color.  So it is with death!  When we view it through the glorious light of heaven that shines through, it becomes a door to eternal joy.

     I think it wise to face in sober and practical ways.  For some time, in fact, I have been giving some thoughts to making arrangements for my own future death and burial—hopefully far future!  When a priest dies, the Toledo Diocese gets involved with the funeral liturgy, but they expect that the priest already has a plan on file to make things go easier.  When a person dies, it is a hectic and emotional time for everyone, and immediately there seem to be so many decisions that need to be made in a very short time.  That is why it is an act of kindness to our loved ones if we are willing to do some prior arranging, and one less thing for them to have to worry about. 

     You will find that Funeral Directors are not generally a glum and lugubrious group of people.  On the contrary, they are usually buoyant and cheerful.  In fact, I always enjoy my little ride with them to grave in the cemetery procession.  Recently, I asked my long time friend, Mr. John Evans, to offer a reflection and some advice on planning from a funeral director’s point of view.  I know Mr. Evans from way back at my St. Paul days, where he and his wife, Jennifer, have been active members of the parish for many years.  On the back of the bulletin, you can peruse some helpful planning information he provided, and here is his refection:     

     “If your family was called upon to arrange your funeral would they know exactly what to do? 

“We begin our journey of faith with Christ and His Church at Baptism when we are marked with the sign of faith. We were clothed in a white garment as a symbol of our Christian dignity and as an outward sign that we are a new creation in Christ. 

     Our journey through this life ends in death, when we enter a new life - eternal life in Christ.   Just as the Church was present when we began our journey of faith in Baptism, it is only fitting that the Church also accompany us at the time of death, offering prayers for our journey and comfort to those we leave behind. Preplanning for the final stage of our journey in faith is one way to prepare for death, and relieve our loved ones of those details at the time of their loss. 

     By planning your funeral wishes you clearly communicate your desires to be buried in the Catholic tradition, and ensure that your journey of faith ends in Christian burial even after cremation.   It is still the mark of a faithful Catholic to provide that his or her remains are buried in conformity with the faith, in a cemetery where the whole church offers prayers for eternal rest and peace. 

     Funeral Directors assist in performing the Corporal Work of Mercy of burying the dead, and to care for their resting places in a manner that reflects the dignity of the human person, and our belief that, one day our mortal bodies will be raised up by Christ on the last day.”  Thanks Mr. Evans!
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord

And let the perpetual light shine upon them
Fr. William Pifher

MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., Nov. 12 - St. Josaphat

  5:00 PM (SJ) Pete Schafer


           Barb Schafer
Sun., Nov. 13 - 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

 8:00 AM (SJ) Lonz Family


           Ruth Header

9:30 AM (SA) John Ott
Mon., Nov. 14
  NO MASS
Tues., Nov. 15 - St. Albert the Great
  6:00 PM (SA) Confessions

  6:30 PM (SA) Rosary  
  7:00 PM (SA) Rita Stieber
Wed., Nov. 16 - St. Margaret of Scotland

              St. Gertrude

   8:15 AM (SJ) Deceased Members of 

Hofacker Family
Thurs., Nov. 17 - St. Elizabeth of Hungary
   6:45 AM (SJ) Rosary
   7:10 AM (SJ) Barb Schafer

                          Rich Dreschel

Fri., Nov. 18 - St. Rose Philippine Duchesne
   8:15 AM (SJ) Mary Wihelm
Sat., Nov. 19
  5:00 PM (SJ) Deceased Members of K of C

           Rita Steiber
Sun., Nov. 20 - Feast of Christ the King
 8:00 AM (SJ) Walter & Margaret Schlachter

           Philip Martin

           Jim Fitzgerald

9:30 AM (SA) George Moehlman
READINGS THIS WEEK
SUN-Prv. 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31/1 Thes. 5:1-6/

   Mt. 25:14-30
MON-1 Mc. 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63/

   Lk. 18:35-43

TUE-2 Mc. 6:18-31/Lk. 19:1-10

WED-2 Mc. 7:1, 20-31/Lk. 19:11-28

THU-1 Mc. 2:15-29/Lk. 19:41-44

FRI-1 Mc. 4:36-37, 52-59/Lk. 19:45-48

SAT-1 Mc. 6:1-13/Lk. 20:27-40

CONTRIBUTIONS – NOV 6
St. Joseph-Sunday-5,828, Loose-108.50, St. VdeP-155, Holy Day-489, 50/50-40, Bldg Fund-35, Fuel-80, School Support-90, Thanksgiving-70, Human Dev. -30, Flowers-5, All Souls-230.
St. Alphonsus-Sunday-4,060 Loose-129.50,  Holy Day-701.32, Children-7, Vigil Lights-55.
Lectors can pick up their new workbooks in the sacristy.

LITURGICAL MINISTERS

Saturday, Nov. 19– 5:00 p.m.. – St. Joseph
L
K of C Members
U
K of C Members
EM
K of C Members
S
Madison Elmlinger, Elizabeth & Zoltan 


Takacs
Sunday, Nov. 20 – 8:00 a.m. – St. Joseph
L
Lynn Drown
U
Ken & Marie Bischoff, Joe Brown
EM
Julie Landoll, Linda Laux, Chris Raftery, Marilyn & Richard Palmer, Sue Rogers
S
Nick Bischoff, Reid Stieber
Sunday, Nov. 20 – 9:30 a.m. – St. Alphonsus
L
Pat Schaffer, Carolyn Garcia
U
Carl Schnellinger, Bob Wilson, Joe Lesch, Dennis Smith
EM
Chuck & Sue Fritz, Ruth Ann Foltz, Marty Long, Pat Schaffer, Nancy Wilson, Catherine, John Garcia, 1 Volunteer
S
Wesley Fritz, Matt Silcox, Joshua Hanneman, Aaron Gates
G
Rose & Dennis Perry
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS

NOV 20- Sheila Meikle
COUNTERS – NOV. 14
Nancy Alt, Shirley Kluding, Annabelle Meyer, Catherine Raftery, Rose & Dennis Perry
BIRTHDAYS

NOV 14-Marty Long, Carson Pierce, Harold Scheid, Dustin Shaver, Brad Smith, Anna Vanderpool  NOV 15-Arvydas Montvilas, Pat Morman, Jodi Stang  NOV 16-Lorrie Dragon, Dan Mesnard, Laurie Price, Karen Reer, Jackie Ryan, Nicole Smith, Bob Vanderpool  NOV 17-Bob Crist, Sue Long, Jeff Schaffer, Jim Stieber, Leanne Wilhelm  NOV 18-Emily Bollenbacher, Tammy Wasiniak  NOV 19-Mary Brown, Tom Eastman, Chastity Heck, Dave Schafer, Ken Wangler  NOV 20-Madeline Bollenbacher, Matthew Schwartz, Jackie Wilhelm
***     ***     ***     ***     ***     ***     ***

   AJ’s Tidbits - Why are there 5 syllables in the word “monosyllabic”.
[image: image17.wmf]May God send His healing blessings to June Ferguson, Don Mesnard, Jim Pierce, Carol Swancer, Harold Wilhelm, Joe Wise, Service Men & Women, Special Intention.
PARISH CALENDAR

HOLY NAME MEETING today after the 8:00 Mass.
PSR at St. Alphonsus - Pre-School during Mass, grades K-8 after Mass until 11:15. 
PASTORAL COUNCIL meets Tuesday after Mass.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE will meet Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. in the Carpenter House.

ROOF COMMITTEE will meet Tuesday at 7 p.m. in the Carpenter House.

1st PENANCE PARENT MEETING Wednesday at 7 p.m. at St. Joseph.

K of C MEMORIAL MASS next Saturday at 5 p.m.
AREA EVENTS
Breakfast Buffet Sunday, Nov. 13 from 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. at the Bismark Senior/Community Center 5582 Bismark Rd. Bellevue.  The menu includes pancakes, waffles, ham, sausage, biscuits with sausage gravy, scrambled eggs, hash browns, etc. There will also be a 50/50 drawing.  Donations for unwrapped Christmas gifts for local needy children and also food for the local food bank are appreciated.
Eucharistic Holy Hour at the Sorrowful Mother Shrine, Thursday, Nov. 17 from 7-8 p.m. Topic will be "May They Rest In Peace". A confessor will be available. 

Night at the Races Nov. 19 at St. Francis Xavier, Willard.  Doors open at 5 p.m.  with food, beverages, race preview, prizes and raffles!  $20 presale or $25 at the door includes races, sandwiches, snacks and beverages (including beer).  Call 419-935-4744.
Feather Party (Bingo) Nov. 20 from 2-5 p.m. at St. Gaspar del Bufalo Church.  Lunch provided.


St. Alphonsus is collecting food for the poor.  Please put your items in the “Horn of Plenty” and they will be distributed to those in need.

St Vincent de Paul served 51 families in the amount of $9,805.86 in October.  321 families have been served since January.

   As more and more people in our area are without jobs, the need for help has risen.  We are so grateful for all of you that continue to care about the mission of St Vincent de Paul.  All monies used for payments are from direct donations to St Vincent de Paul.
***    ***    ***    ***    ***    ***    ***
I ask not for a lighter burden,
but for broader shoulders.
 -Jewish Proverb
THE NON-FOOD BANK will be held Thursday, Nov. 17 from 2-5 p.m. at the Congregational Community UCC in Monroeville.  Items needed are: paper towels, toilet paper, facial tissues, bar soap, laundry soap, dish soap, toothbrushes/paste, shampoo, cleaning supplies and trash bags.  Please leave donations in the back of either church. 

K of C 200 Club

Nov. 8 : $50-Richard Grimm
              $25-1117 K of C, Paul Schlotterer
[image: image18.emf]The K of C Breakfast Buffet will be held next Sunday from 8 a.m. until noon.  Serving eggs, ham, sausage, biscuits & gravy, pancakes or French toast.  The cost is $6 for adults and $2 for children; children under 5 are free. 
   Anyone who reads the scriptures knows that both justice and charity are virtues commanded by God. Our country prides itself on being a land of justice and charity. We can point to many accomplishments in the realm of economic and social justice in our history. We continue to be a generous and neighborly people. However, it is clear that in both spheres -- justice and charity -- we are entering into a very trying time given the breakdown of a common moral foundation, threats to human life and dignity, and now a troubled economy with high unemployment. 

   For over 40 years the Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) has funded organizations that address the root causes of poverty in local communities. This year’s collection will be taken up next weekend. This is the primary source of funding for CCHD’s anti-poverty grants and education programs.  Please be generous.

St Joseph Roof Committee Update:  Committee will meet again this Wednesday at 7:00 pm in the Carpenter Shop.  They will continue to determine the exact roofing material—probably the long-lasting stainless steel—and solicit bids for the project as they discuss the plans.   Early estimated cost is $180,000.   Pending approval of our project by the Diocese, our goal would be to begin a new Church roof in the summer of 2012.  

   The Capital Campaign Committee will also meet on Wednesday to strategize our fundraising efforts.  We have already received permission for this from the Bishop and we are hoping for your support. 
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