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                  1st Sunday of Advent
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Dear Parishioners of St. Joseph and St. Alphonsus, 
     I hope that everyone had a great Thanksgiving!  That immediately brings to mind two things:  Turkey and Shopping.  The blitz of advertising and sales reminds us of how much we have to do before Christmas.  Hopefully you have had some early success in that regard so that you can spend some quiet time preparing.

     Now we have at the First Sunday of Advent!  Let the new Mass translations begin!  Don’t forget to grip the pew cards tightly to guide you through the responses.  I thought that the Bishop’s video was very helpful for us to understand new changes a little better.  One has to admit that the changes cause us to pay more careful attention to the Mass prayers, and prevent us from just coasting through.  There is great benefit in that.  

     Faith calls us to Worship.  The very word worship comes from the Latin word latria, which means work.  Worship is work.  It is a work of the people.  That makes the congregation completely different from an audience.  Together, as a people participating together, we are worshipping the Father in heaven, through Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit.  We are to be active and conscious in our role with the beautiful prayers and structure of Liturgy that has been handed on to us.  

     This is a good opportunity, then, for each of us to reflect upon our own contribution to worship:  Do I arrive at Mass with a heart and attitude open and ready to worship God in this way, or do I just drag through it?  There are so many good books out there today that can help us deeply appreciate the Scriptural and doctrinal origins of the prayers and actions.  Check out any of the books by Dr. Scott Hahn, like The Lord’s Supper.  Other authors are Edward Sri A Biblical Walk Through the Mass and Mike Aquilana The Mass of the Early Christians or any of the books through Ignatius Press.  Discover the beauty of the Mass anew this Advent!  You will discover the greatest gift of all this Christmas.

     This weekend begins the kick-off of our Roof Capital Campaign at St. Joseph.  The theme for this campaign is Renewing our Legacy.  We want to build upon the legacy and strong commitment of those who made the sacrifices to build and care for the beautiful Church that has been handed on to us.  You will be receiving a letter in the mail by midweek that contains a pledge card inviting your financial support.  I want to thank once again the members of the Roof and Capital Campaign Committee for their planning.   Let us pray for the success and support.   These are the members of the Roof Committee:  Ken Schafer, Committee Co-Chair, Joe Wilhelm  Co-Chair, Leroy Stang, Alf Schafer, Jerry Gravenhorst, Jim Smith, Bob Roth, Paul Stieber,  Bob Stieber, Dick Palmer, Don Stalkamp, Fred Leber, David Schibley, Steve Reer, and Rick Myers.
May the Lord keep us vigilant and awake and bless our plans,
Fr. William Pifher

MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., Nov. 26

  5:00 PM (SJ) Florence Betschman and 

Joann, Norma & Phyllis

                         Ray & Marie Gates
Sun., Nov. 27 - 1st Sunday of Advent

 8:00 AM (SJ) Arthur Schlachter


           Paul & Ortrude Smith

 9:30 AM (SA) Rita Stieber

                         Ralph & Viola Wangler & 

                                      Susan Spinello


            Special Intention
Mon., Nov. 28
  NO MASS
Tues., Nov. 29
  6:00 PM (SA) Confessions

  6:30 PM (SA) Rosary  
  7:00 PM (SA) Parishioners
Wed., Nov. 30 - St. Andrew
   8:15 AM (SJ) Frank Ruffing
Thurs., Dec. 1
   6:45 AM (SJ) Rosary
   7:10 AM (SJ) Karl & Lavina Powley
Fri., Dec. 2
   8:15 AM (SJ) Edna Martin
Sat., Dec. 3 - St. Francis Xavier
   8:30 AM (SA) Rosary

   9:00 AM (SA) Parishioners
   5:00 PM (SJ) Deceased Members of Tyler Family
Sun., Dec. 4 - 2nd Sunday of Advent
 8:00 AM (SJ) Antonette Grimm

           Philip Martin
 9:30 AM (SA) Robert Smith
                         Paul & Ed Brown
READINGS THIS WEEK
SUN-Is. 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7/1 Cor. 1:3-9/

   Mk. 13:33-37
MON-Is. 2:1-5/Mt. 8:5-11

TUE-Is. 11:1-10/Lk. 10:21-24

WED-Rom. 10:9-18/Mt. 4:18-22

THU-Is. 26:1-6/Mt. 7:21, 24-27

FRI-Is. 29:17-24/Mt. 9:27-31

SAT-Is. 30:19-21, 23-26/Mt. 9:35; 10:1, 5a, 6-8

CONTRIBUTIONS – NOV 20
St. Joseph-Sunday-3,372 (102 donors), Loose-431.72, St. VdeP-12, 50/50-60, Bldg Fund-20, Fuel-10, Thanksgiving-140, All Souls-20, Human Dev.-95, Flowers-20.
St. Alphonsus-Sunday-2,153 (74 donors), Loose-139,  Holy Day-5, Children-5.50, Human Dev-140, Vigil Lights-12, Christmas-20.
LITURGICAL MINISTERS

Saturday, Dec. 3– 5:00 p.m.. – St. Joseph
L
Elaine Finch
U
John Fries, Chris Gies, Marvin Pierce
EM
Elaine Finch, Diane Myers, Geri Myers, Tom & Sandy Runkle
S
Josee Brown, Mark Resor, Isabelle Roeder
Sunday, Dec. 4 – 8:00 a.m. – St. Joseph
L
Mike Adelman
U
Joe Brown, Doug Elmlinger, Bob Stieber
EM
Brent Bollenbacher, Barb Good, Julie Jarrett, Jane Kramer, Julie Landoll, Evelyn Ruffing
S
Madeline Bollenbacher, Hayley Myers
Sunday, Dec. 4 – 9:30 a.m. – St. Alphonsus
L
Marty Long, Sr. Carolyn Schaffer
U
Jim Ott, Bill Brooks, Dennis Foltz, James Heyman
EM
Diane Schafer, David & Jackie Reed, Robin Welch, Ron &  Barb Chase, Sue Schindley, Ken Wangler, 1 Volunteer
S
Emma, Jami & Kyle Kluding
G
Nancy & Bob Wilson
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS

DEC 4- Barb Good
COUNTERS – NOV. 28
Rose Fritz, Evelyn Ruffing, Mary Dreschel, Catherine Raftery, Alice & Bob Crist
BIRTHDAYS

NOV 28-Amber Montana, Noah Smith  NOV 29- Sophia Bishop, Jenna Burrow, John Burrow, Lydia Leber, Eric Perry, Evelyn Ruffing, Ron Stieber  NOV 30-Alice Bores, Karen Lindenberger, Lisa Schaffer  DEC 1-Tina Elmlinger, Cindy Houser, Aiden Lasch, Christine Smith, Sandy Walton  DEC 2-Bernice Brown, Scott Ruffing, Olivia Van Dresser  DEC 3-Gwen Bores, Judy Gerber, Riley Miller  DEC 4-Skyler Brown, Martha Irilli, Helen Moehlman, Claudia Ruffing, Owen Schafer, Faith Schaffer, Hali Sindlinger, Carrie Stang
   AJ’s Tidbits - One of the secrets of a long and fruitful life is to forgive everybody everything every night before you go to bed. ~ Ann Landers
[image: image17.emf]May God send His healing blessings to June Ferguson, Don Mesnard, Jim Pierce, Carol Swancer, Harold Wilhelm, Joe Wise, Service Men & Women, Special Intention.
PARISH CALENDAR

NO PSR this week so that teachers and students may spend the time with their families.  Classes resume next Sunday.
MAKE IT, BAKE IT, TAKE IT next Sunday from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. at St. Alphonsus.
AREA EVENTS
Christmas “Cookie Walk” Dec. 3 from 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at Holy Angels, Sandusky.  Cookies can be purchased by the pound.  Free hot drinks will be available.  Please use the Pearl Street entrance.
All You Can Eat Breakfast 1st Sunday of every month from 8-noon at Monroeville American Legion.  $6 for adults; $3 for children; under 5 free.

Breakfast & Bake Sale Dec. 4 from 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at St. Francis Xavier, Willard.  Adults: $6; Children: $3; under 3 free.  Santa will be available from 10-noon.  Pictures $5 each.

Breakfast with Santa Dec. 4 from 9-noon at St. Gaspar, Marywood.  Adults: $7; Children: $4; under 3 free.  Bake Sale & Raffles.

A BIG THANK YOU to all who helped find the water leak at St. Alphonsus.  Without so many dedicated people, the water would still be flowing!
[image: image18.wmf]TODAY (Nov. 27) 1 – 5 pm Holiday Tour of Homes sponsored by Firelands Historical Society. Cost is $15 for the tour and tickets can be purchased yet today at Berry’s or Firelands Museum. St. Alphonsus Church and St. John Neumann Prayer Center are two of the featured stops on the tour

Prayer for the Advent Wreath
We light this candle to proclaim the coming of the light of God into our darkness. With the coming of this light there is hope. Because of Christ we not only have hope but believe that good is stronger than evils. God wants us to work for good in this world.
   The Thanksgiving holiday has already passed. Hope you didn’t forget to “Give Thanks to God”.

   Each year we have a national day of “Thanksgiving,” a holiday set aside for remembering and counting our blessings. We stuff ourselves with delicious food, reunite with family and friends, and enjoy a good football game. Take a few moments to give thanks to God for who He is and for all His mighty works. Consider each of the “good things” about God that David names in Psalm 103 in light of what you may be experiencing.

· Forgives all your sins. Regardless of what you have done, God forgives you.

· Heals all your diseases. God brings you through the tough times and pain.

· Ransoms you from death. When you were sinking in sin, utterly without hope, God pulled you up, and set your feet on solid ground.

· Fills your life. Whatever your struggle, God meets your need.

· Renews your youth. When you feel weak and old, God gives you strength to continue living for Him. (taken from Healthful Hints Vol 1 by Helene Elaine Vander Werff RN-C, MRE).
“Praise the Lord, O my soul, all my inmost being, praise his holy name.” Psalm 103:1.

K of C 200 Club

Nov. 22 : $50-Joe Wilhelm
                $25-Jeremy Strong, Margaret Kuhl
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DECEMBER CALENDAR
Dec. 4 - Make It, Bake It, Take It at St. Alphonsus, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Dec. 7 - Festival Meeting at St. Joseph, 6:30 p.m.

Dec. 11 - Holy Name Meeting at St. Joseph, 9 a.m.

Dec. 14 - Christmas Play at St. Joseph, 1 & 7 p.m.

Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Masses:


   4 & 11 p.m. at St. Joseph


   6 p.m. at St. Alphonsus

Dec. 25 - Christmas Day Mass: 
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