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                              2nd Sunday of Advent
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Dear Parishioners of St. Joseph and St. Alphonsus,
      We are now well into the new liturgical translations at Mass.  I am rather enjoying these more reverent word selections, and I want to thank you all for your good spirit and cooperation in making the adjustment.  You know, it was the late Pope, Blessed John Paul II, who over a decade ago, set in motion the work for this new translation.  It didn’t just pop up on a whim by the Church, even if it seems like it.  Gradually, over the next few months, I am going to try to have us practice a few of the ritual actions at Mass, such as the symbolic striking of the breast at the right moment during the Confiteor (I confess. . .) and during the Nicene Creed  to slightly bow our heads at the right moment.  It is a good time for us to review those so that we may worship together in unity of body, mind and spirit.   

     I want to thank Mr. Ken Schafer, co-chair of the St. Joseph Roof Committee, for the excellent presentation and summary of the challenge for us to replace the roof on the Church.  As Mr. Schafer clearly gave an outline of stages, we are currently in the stage of raising funds through the Roof Capital Campaign.  Let us pray that each person will see this as a great opportunity to participate in Renewing our Legacy, the theme of the campaign.  You should have received the letter in the mail this past week inviting your financial support.  It will take strong commitment from us to accomplish this, but I am confident that the strong spirit of faith and sacrifice will prevail among us!  

     Immaculate Conception Mass:  This Thursday, December 8th, is a Holy Day of obligation to celebrate the Immaculate Conception of Mary by attending Holy Mass.  On Thursday morning you will have 2 opportunities for Mass, both at 7:10 am and 8:15 am.   As a Vigil Mass, there will be a 7 pm Mass on Wednesday, Dec 7th,  preceded by 6:30 pm Rosary.

     RCIA:  Last weekend we celebrated a Rite of Welcome for the following candidates for full communion in the Catholic Church:  Kara Jesse, Courtney Crawford and Jack Jump.  Let us support them with our prayers and reach out to make them feel truly welcome and at home in our faith communities as they prepare to receive the sacraments at the Easter Vigil this year.  We are blessed to have them among us.

     Next Sunday, December 11th,  celebrates Our Lady of Guadalupe, a Feast Day for all the Americas!  There will be a magnificent celebration at St. Paul Norwalk with many festivities that begins at 11:30 am in front of the Courthouse on Main St.  There is a symbolic torch being carried by runners from Willard.  At noon there will be a rosary procession to Church, a dramatic reenactment of the apparitions to St. Juan Diego and Bilingual Mass at 1:00 pm (of which I am honored to be the priest celebrant this year).  All are welcome then to enjoy a delicious Mexican meal with Mariachi Music in the Convocation Center. . . all free of charge!  If you dare to participate, you will look forward to it every year, as it is high energy and exciting, and a real event of moving faith.   Guadalupe Celebration next Sunday, December 11th at St. Paul Norwalk.  

     Advent peace to you,

Fr. William Pifher

MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., Dec. 3 - St. Francis Xavier

   8:30 AM (SA) Rosary

   9:00 AM (SA) Parishioners
   5:00 PM (SJ) Deceased Members of Tyler Family
Sun., Dec. 4 - 2nd Sunday of Advent

 8:00 AM (SJ) Antonette Grimm


           Philip Martin

 9:30 AM (SA) Robert Smith

                         Paul & Ed Brown
Mon., Dec. 5   
  NO MASS
Tues., Dec. 6 - St. Nicholas
  6:00 PM (SA) Confessions

  6:30 PM (SA) Rosary  
  7:00 PM (SA) Parishioners
Wed., Dec. 7 - St. Ambrose
   8:15 AM (SJ) Anita Miller
   6:30 PA (SA) Rosary

   7:00 PM (SA) Paul Hipp & Beverly Hipp

Thurs., Dec. 8 - Immaculate Conception
   6:45 AM (SJ) Rosary
   7:10 AM (SJ) Parishioners
   8:15 AM (SJ) Rich Dreschel


Rita Stieber

Fri., Dec. 9 - St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
   8:15 AM (SJ) Lavina Powley
Sat., Dec. 10 
   5:00 PM (SJ) Charles Fitch
Sun., Dec. 11 - 3rd Sunday of Advent
 8:00 AM (SJ) Walter & Margaret Schlachter

           Lee Hillis
 9:30 AM (SA) Ed Stieber
                         Marie & Richard Raftery
READINGS THIS WEEK
SUN-Is. 40:1-5, 9-11/2 Pt. 3:8-14/Mk. 1:1-8
MON-Is. 35:1-10/Lk. 5:17-26

TUE-Is. 40:1-11/Mt. 18:12-14

WED-Is. 40:25-31/Mt. 11:28-30

THU-Gn. 3:9-15, 20/Eph. 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk. 1:26-30

FRI-Is. 48:17-19/Mt. 11:16-19

SAT-Sir. 48:1-4, 9-11/Mt. 17:9a, 10-13

CONTRIBUTIONS – NOV 27
St. Joseph-Sunday-2,564 (95 donors), Loose-246, St. VdeP-36, 50/50-40, School Support-175, Flowers-35,  Thanksgiving-849, Human Dev.-35.
St. Alphonsus-Sunday-2,865 (78 donors), Loose-193,  Holy Day-25, Children-5.50, Human Dev-140, Vigil Lights-12, Christmas-20.
LITURGICAL MINISTERS

Saturday, Dec. 10– 5:00 p.m.. – St. Joseph
L
Krista Smith
U
Paul Stang, Bill Stang, Bob Wilhelm
EM
Charlene Bauer, Brent Bollenbacher, Betty Schafer, Shirley Stang, Ellen Wensink
S
Jake & Mason Kluding, Nick Schafer
Sunday, Dec. 11 – 8:00 a.m. – St. Joseph
L
Jackie Schafer
U
Mark Bores, Elaine & Kevin Stieber
EM
Linda Laux, Richard & Marilyn Palmer, Sue Rogers, Barb Smith, Carol Stieber
S
Kevin Brown, Paige & Kara Schafer
Sunday, Dec. 11 – 9:30 a.m. – St. Alphonsus
L
Larry Hanneman, Sue Moore
U
Tom Ott, Jim Schindley, Jim Pheiffer, Dave Barman
EM
Mike & Diane Wasiniak, Tom Smith, Mary Ott, Jeanette Ott, Bob & Alice Crist, 2 Volunteers
S
Mitchell & Colton Ott, Anthony Hipp
G
Julie & Glenn Brooks
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS

DEC 11- Betty Schafer
COUNTERS – DEC 5
Theresa Schafer, Ruth Schaffer, Judy Trushel,  Catherine Raftery, Ann & Fred Roth
BIRTHDAYS

DEC 5-Ruth Adelman, Dennis Miller, Susan Silcox  DEC 6-Joan Cutcher, Ronald Gates, Scott Miller, Karli Schnellinger, Elizabeth Stang  DEC 7-Madison Elmlinger, Skyler Mynarsky, Ann Obringer, Avery Stanley  DEC 8-Frank Perl  DEC 9-Steve Bauer, Brittany Clark, Norma Jones  DEC 10-Melana Appeman, Julie Brooks, Kyle Kluding, Jeanette Ott, Shelby Ott,  Donald Sitterly, Jeffrey Smith, Marvin Smith, Diane Stieber  DEC 11-Melodie Adelman, Aaron Gates, Keith Gerber, Carol Martin
   AJ’s Tidbits - 2nd Sunday in Advent : Peace 
Welcome one another in peace 
We light this candle to proclaim the coming of the light of God into our darkness. With the coming of this light there is peace, for Christ is called the Prince of Peace. His name is also Emmanuel "God with us." His presence with us gives us peace day by day.
[image: image17.wmf]May God send His healing blessings to June Ferguson, Don Mesnard, Jim Pierce,  Harold Wilhelm, Joe Wise, Service Men & Women, Special Intention.
PARISH CALENDAR

PSR at St. Alphonsus - Pre-School during Mass, grades K-8 after Mass until 11 a.m. 

MAKE IT, BAKE IT, TAKE IT today from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. at St. Alphonsus.
FESTIVAL MEETING at St. Joseph on Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.

HOLY NAME MEETING next Sunday at 9 a.m.
AREA EVENTS
All You Can Eat Breakfast 1st Sunday of every month from 8-noon at Monroeville American Legion.  $6 for adults; $3 for children; under 5 free.

Breakfast & Bake Sale Dec. 4 from 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at St. Francis Xavier, Willard.  Adults: $6; Children: $3; under 3 free.  Santa will be available from 10-noon.  Pictures $5 each.

Breakfast with Santa Dec. 4 from 9-noon at St. Gaspar, Marywood.  Adults: $7; Children: $4; under 3 free.  Bake Sale & Raffles.

Eucharistic Adoration at the Sorrowful Mother today.. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will be at Noon. The Chaplet of the Precious Blood will be prayed at 1:30. A Rosary will be recited at 2:30. The Chaplet of Divine Mercy will be sung at 3:00 followed by Benediction. All are welcome!

Breakfast Buffet Sunday Dec. 11 from 8 a.m. - noon at Bismark Senior/Community Center 5582 Bismark Rd. Bellevue, The menu includes pancakes, waffles, ham, sausage, biscuits with sausage gravy, scrambled eggs, hash browns, etc. There will also be a 50/50 drawing and donations for unwrapped Christmas gifts for local needy children and also food for the local food bank would be appreciated. The Seneca East Show Choir will provide entertainment!!


New Ministry schedules for servers, ushers, lectors, communion distributors and greeters are in process for the first 6 months of 2012.   If you wish to be added to or deleted from any of these schedules PLEASE call Rose Perry at 419-465-2698 or e-mail rosp@hughes.net  by Dec. 7 for St. Alphonsus schedules or call the parish office by Dec. 16 for St. Joseph schedules.
St. Joseph School Students Mass Grades :K - 8
   Beginning with the 4 p.m. Mass on Christmas Eve,  we are helping Father Bill to create a Students' Mass the last Sat. of every month thru May.  
   On Dec. 5th Lauren Stieber and Cherri Schaffer will be talking to the students and asking for volunteers.  
High School Students
   If you are interested in being a lector or usher, please call the parish office to sign up by Dec. 9.   
   I am looking for High School Students to help coordinate a High School Mass in 2012.  Call Cherri Schaffer at 419-541-6075.
  
Project Bethlehem is underway.  All 35 names placed on the tree in the back of St. Alphonsus are clients of Catholic Charities through their homeless or advocacy programs.   When you select a name please be aware that you are not expected to purchase everything on the list the individuals submitted.  You may want to consider partnering with another person or family.  Please follow the directions on the card.  All gifts must be wrapped with the person’s name securely taped to the package.  Return all gifts to the back of St. Alphonsus no later than DECEMBER 11th.  They will be taken to Catholic Charities on the 12th and distributed by the staff.  Thank you one and all for helping to make Christmas a little more special for someone by showing we care. 
Coming soon to St. Alphonsus will be SNOWFEST and the EXTERMINATORS.  All are welcome.  Details to be announced.  

Bishop Blair is encouraging anyone interested in Catholic education to support House Bill 136.  This bill:

   Creates ways for parents’ tax dollars to follow the education of their children, regardless as to whether they have attended public or chartered non-public schools.
   Reaches out to working poor and lower-middle income families;.


   Provides for Catholic school families to be phased into the program if their families meet the bill's household income levels.
   Complements Ohio's other school-choice programs.

   Please contact: Ohio House: 77 South High St., Columbus, Ohio 43226-0603, Phone: 1-800-282-0253 or go to www.ohiocathconf.org and click on: Legislative Contact Info.
K of C 200 Club

Nov. 29 : $50-Bernice Brown
                $25-Ellen Schibley, Diane Henderson
Support elderly religious.  A donor to the Retirement Fund for Religious writes, “We thank God for every religious sister who taught us in school, not only our ABC’s, but also to love God.”  Show your support for the senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests who have made a positive difference in so many lives.  Please Share in the Care and give generously.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9][image: image10][image: image11][image: image12][image: image13][image: image14][image: image15]



























