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                    3rd Sunday of Advent
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Dear Parishioners of St. Joseph  and St. Alphonsus, 

      Happy Gaudete Sunday!   That word, in Latin, means Rejoice! As you can see, the Rose colored Advent candle is lit on our advent wreath, and is the official color for this day.  It is a sign of our heightened anticipation of the celebration of Christmas.  I invite you to consider the ways that God has been at work in your life that cause you to rejoice.

     As for myself, I have rejoiced in the number of youthful confessions that I have heard in the past two weeks.  It is a time of year when I am very busy helping out other parishes and Catholic schools with confessions.  I have spent quite a bit of time at St. Paul helping out this past week, and the priests from there were here at St. Joseph helping me to hear all of our school confessions at St. Joseph.  I can say how satisfied the priests feel at the opportunity to be present to our young people in such a powerful way.  I can honestly say that I rejoice with great hope at how good our young people are!  They are sincere, trusting and a sign of renewal of faith for all of us.  I rejoice that God has given me the privilege as a priest to experience such a great blessing.  As I have always said—our young people are a great treasure to us.  They deserve the best that we can give them.

     Spiritual Opportunities:  You hear the question a lot, “Are you ready for Christmas?”  What does that mean?   I invite you to consider whether you are really spiritually prepared, and by that I mean having really examined your heart during this Advent season and discovered your need to repent and seek God’s forgiveness.  That forgiveness is available to us in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  Next Sunday, December 18th  at 3:00 pm there is a great opportunity to prepare for Christmas by going to confession.  For many of you, you know that the time is long overdue to seek this grace that Christ has prepared for you as a gift of the love of his heart.  I pray that you will respond.  We have a Deanery-wide Reconciliation Service with opportunity for individual confession at St. Mary Church in Norwalk at 3:00 pm with various priests present.   Really, what is holding you back?  Jesus wants you to trust and has prepared a great gift for you of his mercy and love.

          Healing Mass and Adoration will take place at St. Joseph Church in Monroeville on Wednesday, December 21st.  This special evening prayer session will begin with the rosary at 6:30 pm, Holy Mass at 7:00 pm, followed by healing meditation and prayers led by Fr. Bill Pifher.  Beautiful adoration music will accompany the prayer.  All are welcome!  Let us contemplate the silent presence of Christ to prepare our souls for Christmas.  Come to Bethlehem where Christ is present and looks upon us with infinite love.

     Rejoice!

Fr. William Pifher

MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., Dec. 10 

   5:00 PM (SJ) Charles Fitch
Sun., Dec. 11 - 3rd Sunday of Advent

 8:00 AM (SJ) Walter & Margaret Schlachter


           Lee Hillis

 9:30 AM (SA) Ed Stieber

                         Marie & Richard Raftery
Mon., Dec. 12 - Our Lady of Guadalupe  
  NO MASS
Tues., Dec. 13 - St. Lucy
  6:00 PM (SA) Confessions

  6:30 PM (SA) Rosary  
  7:00 PM (SA) Rita Stieber
Wed., Dec. 14 - St. John of the Cross
   8:15 AM (SJ) Philip Martin
Thurs., Dec. 15
   6:45 AM (SJ) Rosary
   7:10 AM (SJ) Bernard & Ruby Gravenhorst
Fri., Dec. 16
   8:15 AM (SJ) Dorothy Stallkamp 
Sat., Dec. 17 
   5:00 PM (SJ) Paul & Ortrude Smith
                         Pete Schafer
Sun., Dec. 18 - 4th Sunday of Advent
 8:00 AM (SJ)  Lonz Family
 9:30 AM (SA) Doug Jones
                          Janet Fries
READINGS THIS WEEK
SUN-Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8, 19-28
MON-Zec 2:14-17/Lk 1:26-38

TUE-Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Mt 21:28-32

WED-Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21b-25/Lk 7:18b-23

THU-Is 54:1-10/Lk 7:24-30

FRI-Is 56:1-3a, 6-8/Jn 5:33-36

SAT-Gn 49:2, 8-10/Mt 1:1-17

CONTRIBUTIONS – DEC 4
St. Joseph-Sunday- 5,074, Loose-107, St. VdeP-125, 50/50-50, Holy Day-97, Bld Fund-80, Fuel 450, School Support-145, Flowers-340, Thanksgiving-60, Rel Ret-45, Christmas-300, Cem End-50.
St. Alphonsus-Sunday-3,735, Loose-151,  Holy Day-23, Children-6.50, Flowers-238, Vigil Lights-36, Christmas-110.
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May God send His healing blessings to June Ferguson, Don Mesnard, Jim Pierce,  Harold Wilhelm, Joe Wise, Service Men & Women, Special Intention
LITURGICAL MINISTERS

Saturday, Dec. 17– 5:00 p.m.. – St. Joseph
L
Nancy Alt
U
Jeff Clark, John Fries, Chris Gies
EM
Elaine Finch, Sheila Meikle, John Miller, Diane Myers, Geri Myers
S
Logan & Dylan Myers, Isabelle Roeder
Sunday, Dec. 18 – 8:00 a.m. – St. Joseph
L
Lynn Drown
U
Mark Bores, Frank Edwards, Robert Stieber
EM
Diana Brown, Theresa Fries, Barb Good, Chris Raftery, Ross Stieber, James Workley
S
Ashley & Kady Gies
Sunday, Dec. 18 – 9:30 a.m. – St. Alphonsus
L
Sue Schindley, John Burrow
U
John Burrow, Donald Schaffer, Clayton Ott, Charles Fritz
EM
Chuck & Sue Fritz, Ruth Ann Foltz, Marty Long, Pat Schaffer, Nancy Wilson, Catherine, John Garcia, 1 Volunteer
S
Theo & George Latteman, Cody Fannin
G
Bob & Ruth Sunderman
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS

DEC 18- Sue Rogers
COUNTERS – DEC 12
Phyllis Gravenhorst, Margaret Smith, Catherine Raftery, Rose & Deny Perry
BIRTHDAYS

DEC 12-Judy Stepanic  DEC 13-Holly Elmlinger  DEC 14-Emily Lendrum, Bob Sitterly  DEC 15-Matthew Silcox  DEC 16-Erin Fenik, Joseph Lesch, Joan Smith, Mike Wasiniak  DEC 17-Isabella Adams, Kevin Boehler, Emerson Gahring, Emma Kluding, Rosemarie Ott, Jill Stang  DEC 18-Nancy Brown, Ella Cherry, Molly Doss, Elliot Gahring, Andrew Haughawout, Samantha Ott
AJ’s Tidbits - 3rd Sunday of Advent: Love 
Establish your hearts,
                 for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 
We light this candle to proclaim the coming of the light of God into our darkness. With the coming of this light there is love. Such great love helps us to love both God and one another.
St. Joseph Christmas sign up sheets for lectors, ushers, Eucharistic ministers, and servers are in the back of church.

PARISH CALENDAR

PSR at St. Alphonsus - Pre-School during Mass, grades K-8 after Mass until 11 a.m. 

HOLY NAME MEETING today at 9 a.m.

ST. JOSEPH CHRISTMAS PLAY Wednesday at 12:45 and 7 p.m.
AREA EVENTS
Breakfast Buffet Sunday Dec. 11 from 8 a.m. - noon at Bismark Senior/Community Center 5582 Bismark Rd. Bellevue.  50/50 drawing and donations for unwrapped Christmas gifts for local needy children and also food for the local food bank would be appreciated. The Seneca East Show Choir will provide entertainment!!
K of C BREAKFAST BUFFET
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The K of C Breakfast Buffet will be held next Sunday from 8 a.m. until noon.  Serving eggs, ham, sausage, biscuits & gravy, pancakes or French toast.  The cost is $6 for adults and $2 for children; children under 5 are free. 

The annual St. Joseph School Christmas Program will be on Wednesday, December 14th at 12:45pm and 7:00pm.  This year’s program will include Prekindergarten in the afternoon.  Due to the length of the performance and the additions, the afternoon show will begin promptly at 12:45pm.

CHEESE SALE DELIVERY HELP WANTED

Cheese will be delivered Tuesday, December 13 between 7:30-9:00 a.m.  We are in GREAT NEED of volunteers to help count, sort, fill, and man the social center until all cheese is gone, hopefully by 4:00 p.m.  We sold a total 1066 items.  Please call the school office 419-465-2625 if you are available to help.
Please remember that the last day for Christmas SCRIP orders is Monday, December 12th.  Orders need to be dropped off at the school office no later than 1:00 p.m.  Feel free to contact Mrs. Tammie Smith at 419-706-1237.  Cabala’s, Applebee’s & Lowe’s are giving a bonus of an additional 2% through Dec. 16.
SNOWFEST 2012 January 15 at St. Alphonsus Hall.  Euchre Tournament to take place from 1-5 p.m.  Check in from noon-1.  $40 team.  60 team max.  Sign up sheets will be in the back of both churches next weekend and at the K of C Halls in both Norwalk and Monroeville.  Soup Supper and the Exterminators will follow at 5 p.m.  Proceeds will benefit the Youth Pilgrimage Fund.
Stella Maris Circle #384 Daughters of Isabella will hold their annual Christmas party at Berry's Restaurant on Thursday, Dec. 15 at 6:30 pm.  Please call reservations to Jane Schaffer at 419-921-6265 by 

Dec. 13th.  All are welcome.  We will have a Baby Shower for Abigail Pregnancy Center at this time. 

K of C 200 Club

Dec. 6 : $50-Rita Thayer
              $25-Richard Stang, Richard Nester
YEAR END CONTRIBUTION REMINDER

Donation statements will be available in January for those who request them for the year 2011. Publication 526 of the Internal Revenue Service, which addresses charitable contributions, states that donations can only be deducted (by the taxpayer) in the year in which they are made. Contribution checks, which are mailed to our parish, are considered to be “unconditionally delivered” on the date they are mailed, not when they are received.  This means that checks we receive in January, which are in envelopes postmarked in 2011 are contributions for 2011. Any checks mailed (postmarked) in 2012 are a contribution for 2012, even if the check is dated with a 2011 date. Please call the parish office with any questions at 419-465-4142.
St. Joseph Roof Fund
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