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                    4th Sunday of Advent
[image: image17.emf]Dear Parishioners of St. Joseph  and St. Alphonsus,
      We have reached the last days before Christmas.  I pray that we arrive with our hearts ready to receive the immense outpouring of Christ’s love, joy and mercy.  

     There is an excellent opportunity to prepare through sacramental confession this Sunday afternoon at St. Mary Church in Norwalk, where there be held a Deanery-wide Reconciliation Service with opportunity for individual confession at 3:00 pm.   There will be numerous priests available.  

     Also, another Healing Mass and Adoration will take place at St. Joseph Church in Monroeville on Wednesday, December 21st.  This special evening prayer session will begin with the rosary at 6:30 pm, Holy Mass at 7:00 pm, followed by healing meditation and prayers led by Fr. Bill.  Beautiful adoration music will accompany the prayer.  All are welcome!  Let us contemplate the silent presence of Christ to prepare our souls for Christmas.  Come to Bethlehem where Christ is present and looks upon us with infinite love.

     Roof Capital Campaign:  Thanks to all who have already made a contribution to the Renewing our Legacy.  You can see the steady progress we are making toward our campaign goal.  We do have a way to go, and I invite those who have not yet made a financial contribution to join in with the sacrifices that others have already made.  I remain confident that we will show our strength of commitment and faith to succeed in this roof project.  

     On the note of our generosity, I received a nice Christmas note from Fr. James Huvane, the Maryknoll Missionaries priest, who was here at our parishes for Masses back in early November.  He was making our annual mission appeal.  He wanted us to know how much he enjoyed his stay with us, the welcome and hospitality that he received, and also the great generosity to the appeal.  The total donation from both our parishes was almost $3,000.  He expresses his gratitude to everyone here, and promises to keep us in his prayers.        
     SNOWFEST 2012 at St. Alphonsus:  Mark your calendars for a fun event on Sunday, January 15th.  There will be a Euchre tournament beginning at 1:00 pm and then a fest with the Exterminators band at about 5:00 pm.  The Sign-up deadline for the Euchre Tournament is January 1st.  See Dave Barman for more information.  All are welcome to join in the festivities.  More information to follow later.

     Please note the usual Mass times for Christmas Eve and Christmas listed here in the bulletin.

     May you reap abundant joy through your Advent preparation,
Fr. William Pifher

MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., Dec. 17 

   5:00 PM (SJ) Paul & Ortrude Smith

                         Pete Schafer
Sun., Dec. 18 - 4th Sunday of Advent

 8:00 AM (SJ)  Lonz Family

 9:30 AM (SA) Doug Jones

                          Janet Fries
Mon., Dec. 19  
  NO MASS
Tues., Dec. 20
  6:00 PM (SA) Confessions

  6:30 PM (SA) Rosary  
  7:00 PM (SA) Kathy Miller
Wed., Dec. 21 - St. Peter Canisius
   8:15 AM (SJ) Karl & Lavina Powley
   6:30 PM (SJ) Rosary

   7:00 PM (SJ) Healing Service

Thurs., Dec. 22
   6:45 AM (SJ) Rosary
   7:10 AM (SJ) Frank Ruffing
Fri., Dec. 23 - St. John of Kanty
   8:15 AM (SJ) Margaret Wilhelm 
Sat., Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve
   4:00 PM (SJ) Parishioners
   6:00 PM (SA) Parishioners

 11:00 PM (SJ) Parishioners
Sun., Dec. 25 - Christmas Day
  9:30 AM (SA) Parishioners
READINGS THIS WEEK
SUN-2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Rom 16:25-27/
   Lk. 1:26-38

MON-Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Lk. 1:5-25

TUE-Is 7:10-14/Lk 1:26-38

WED-Sg 2:8-14/Lk 1:39-45

THU-1 Sm 1:24-28/Lk 1:46-56

FRI-Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Lk 1:57-66

SAT-Is 62 1-5/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25

CONTRIBUTIONS – DEC 11
St. Joseph-Sunday- 5,449 (114 donors), Loose-104,  50/50-85, Holy Day-303, Bld Fund-10, Fuel-175, School Support-105, Flowers-265, Rel Ret-55, Christmas-535, Initial-5, Needy-417.
St. Alphonsus-Sunday-3,735, Loose-151,  Holy Day-23, Children-6.50, Flowers-238, Vigil Lights-36, Christmas-110.
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May God send His healing blessings to June Ferguson, Don Mesnard, Kara Miller, Jim Pierce, Edith Smith, Harold Wilhelm, Joe Wise, Service Men & Women, Special Intention
LITURGICAL MINISTERS

Saturday, Dec. 24– 4:00 p.m.. – St. Joseph
L
Logan Hedrick
U
Joe Brown, Frank Edwards, Bob, Dan & Reid Stieber
EM
Diana Brown, Ross Stieber, Brent Bollenbacher, Tom & Sandy Runkle
S
Josee Brown, Kirsten Stieber, Stacia Stieber
Saturday, Dec. 24 – 6:00 p.m. – St. Alphonsus
L
Sr. Carolyn Marie, Susan Moore
U
Volunteers
EM
Mary Ott, Tom Smith, Ruthann Foltz, Charlie Nay, Bob & Alice Crist, Diane Schafer, Sr. Carolyn Marie, Gregg & Susan Moore
S
Volunteers
Saturday, Dec. 24 - 11 p.m. - St. Joseph 

L
Jackie Schafer

U
Ken & Marie Bischoff, 2 Volunteers

EM
Jane Kramer, Barb Smith, 4 Volunteers

S
Kara & Paige Schafer
Sunday, Dec. 25 – 9:30 a.m. – St. Alphonsus
L
Robin Welch, Damius Peacock
U
Glenn Brooks, Charlie Nay, Larry Hanneman, Ken Schreiner
EM
Nancy Wilson, Marty Long, Robin Welch, Catherine, Sue Schindley
S
Wesley Fritz, Matt Silcox, Joshua Hanneman, Aaron Gates
G
Patti Kluding, Ann Roth
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS

DEC 25- Linda Laux
COUNTERS – DEC 19
Evelyn Ruffing, Jeanette Meyer, Catherine Raftery, Nancy Wilson, Sheila Stang
BIRTHDAYS

DEC 19-Michael Mirtes, Patricia Schaffer, Stephanie Van Fleet  DEC 20-Pat Dahm, Xzavior Garton, Hayley Myers, Raymond Myers, Grace Stang, Matt Tyler  DEC 21-Jacob Buchanan, Justin Kramer, Dennis Lindenberger, Samantha Obringer, Stephanie Rahrig, William Shawver, Kenneth Silcox  DEC 22-Gladys Hauler, Jessica Hunter, Arden Miller, Marilyn Pierce, Chelsey Shawver  DEC 23-Dalene Berry, Christi Blanton, Patricia Bores, John McKown, Brylie Schafer  DEC 24-Paula Drown, Alvin Myers, Tina Stieber  DEC 25-JESUS, Bill Duncan, Kyle Schafer, Brenda Wilhelm
AJ’s Tidbits - 4th Sunday of Advent: Joy 
Come Lord Jesus! 
We light this candle to proclaim the coming of the light of God into our darkness. With the coming of this light there is joy, joy that is ours not only at Christmas but always. 
PARISH CALENDAR

PENANCE SERVICE today at St. Mary, Norwalk at 3 p.m.
NO PSR for the next two weeks.  Classes will resume on Jan. 8.

Thank you to all who donated papers, magazines & cardboard to the fall paper drive.  We received $739!
Pictures of the St. Joseph stained glass window featuring the names of the 84 parishioners who served in World War II, are available at the school.  The price for the 8x10 pictures is $2.50.

K of C 200 Club

Dec. 13 : $50-Jim Jarrett
                $25-1117 K of C, Douglas Ringholz
K of C BREAKFAST BUFFET

[image: image19.wmf]The K of C Breakfast Buffet will be held today from 8 a.m. until noon.  Serving eggs, ham, sausage, biscuits & gravy, pancakes or French toast.  The cost is $6 for adults and $2 for children; children under 5 are free. 
Area Penance Service today at 3 p.m. at St. Mary’s in Norwalk.  Individual confessions will be heard on Tuesday at 5 p.m. at St. Joseph and at 6 p.m. at St. Alphonsus. 
YEAR END CONTRIBUTION REMINDER

Donation statements will be available in January for those who request them for the year 2011. Publication 526 of the Internal Revenue Service, which addresses charitable contributions, states that donations can only be deducted (by the taxpayer) in the year in which they are made. Contribution checks, which are mailed to our parish, are considered to be “unconditionally delivered” on the date they are mailed, not when they are received.  This means that checks we receive in January, which are in envelopes postmarked in 2011 are contributions for 2011. Any checks mailed (postmarked) in 2012 are a contribution for 2012, even if the check is dated with a 2011 date. Please call the parish office with any questions at 419-465-4142.

***  *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
You are coming Lord, upon the clouds and in the hearts of kind and gentle people. You are coming Lord to bring justice, peace and order to our jumbled world. You are coming Lord like light peeking over the mountains on a crisp winter’s morn. Make us ready for your coming Lord, Marantha
December is Advent, the time we are preparing for Christmas, a time filled with excitement and busyness. For some of us this adds up to more and more stress. When stress is prolonged or very little is done to relieve our negative physical or emotional response to stress, our body sends signals. We need to listen to these emotional signals; feeling tense, irritable, constantly pressured, unable to get worries and problems off our minds; having difficulty falling asleep or waking at night, having trouble thinking clearly or making decisions, also being upset by things that normally do not upset you. Physical symptoms can include: stiffness across the neck and shoulders, knot in the stomach, headaches, shortness of breath, numbness or trembling in hands, legs or arms, nausea, diarrhea or dizziness just to name a few. What can we do to manage the stress in our lives? It can be as simple as getting enough sleep and rest. Sounds simple, but many of us under pressure push ourselves harder and longer, becoming so stressed that we become counter-productive. Slow down. The stress response has also been called the “hurry-disease” because we get on such a treadmill of rush, rush, rush. Take time to “smell the flowers”; make a human connection; to give and receive love, caring and attention. Take time for fun and play. It will bring balance to your life. Most of all remember the true reason for Christmas and enjoy the journey of Jesus’ birth!  (Taken in part from Healthful Hints Vol. 2)
“...and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.” Luke2:7.
St. Joseph Roof Fund
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