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SACRAMENT OF  
RECONCILIATION 

4:00 P.M. Saturday or by appointment 
 

SACRAMENT OF 
THE SICK 

Is celebrated by request.  Notify the 
office when a loved one is sick at home, 

or in the hospital. 
 

SACRAMENT OF 
BAPTISM 

Contact the office to set a date and 
to register for pre-baptism class. 

 

SACRAMENT OF 
MARRIAGE 

Wedding dates are set after 
an initial interview with Fr. Bob.   
Our diocese recommends a six 

month period of preparation. 
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FROM THE PASTOR... 
 
What a blessing to have people step up to the plate (or the shovel in this case)! Lots of people 
had lots of snow to move over Christmas and the following weekend. Unfortunately, we had to 
keep moving it as we tried to prepare for the people coming to the Christmas and Holy Family 
Masses. As many of you know, our custodian had made plans to visit his family back in Maryland 
(his family’s first trip back since moving here last year). So they went—and failed to take all the 
snow with them! However, people helped—big time. I would like to thank these people who took 
the time and spent the energy to keep ahead of the snow: Joe Klein and the Klein brothers 
(Joseph, Jared, and James); Mike and Jessie Byrnes; the Schmidt brothers (Stephen, Bryan, and 
Collin); Dale Gross (and a couple of relatives whom he invited along); Gary Klein; Gary Dozler; 
and Tammie Whitney. If anyone in the parish would like to add their name to our volunteer list, 
just give the parish office a call. Chris Tepe doesn’t expect to be gone again this winter, but if we 
get another big storm like the last one, a little help might be needed.  
 
Once again, a snow storm raised questions about whether or not Mass would be held. 
Circumstances are different in different parishes. Here at St. Michael’s, I live on the grounds. I will 
normally be at the church to celebrate Mass if one is scheduled and if anybody comes. However, 
nobody else lives on the grounds. You need to use your good sense to decide whether or not to 
come. Any number of people have remarked that this was the first time in their life that they didn’t 
get to Mass on Christmas. It’s sad, but, quite frankly, trying to come in that storm for most people 
would have been dangerous to health and safety. All of us should know the difference between 
making an excuse for not coming to Mass and facing the reality that one shouldn’t try to get to 
Mass.  
 
Whenever we come to Mass, we celebrate the real presence of Jesus Christ with us. For that 
reason, people should be here (or some place else) at Mass every weekend, unless there is an 
illness or a blizzard or some serious emergency. In those cases, use common sense. Otherwise, 
think about the difference between coming to Mass as a priority and coming to Mass as 
something to do when there is nothing else scheduled. Coming to Mass should never be down 
the priority list. As we enter into a new calendar year, perhaps this would be a good resolution for 
some who are tempted to find excuses for not getting to Mass: “I will participate in Mass every 
week just as I eat every day—if I skip Mass for a week, I will skip food for a day.” Why tie these 
two together? Because both are about remaining strong and healthy.  
 
Finally, on this feast of the Epiphany, we are reminded that Jesus came to bring salvation to all 
people—no matter where their homeland. While there are legitimate concerns about immigrants 
coming into this country illegally, there should always be a greater concern: that we see a child of 
God in each immigrant face—and that they see the love of God in our faces.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Solemnity of 
The Epiphany 

of the Lord 
January 3, 2010 

 

May we be a light to all 
our sisters and brothers! 



Calendar for the Week of  January 4-10 
 
Monday Jan. 4 5:15 pm Mass in memory of Earl & Lily Anastasi and Bruno & Stephanie Kazelas 
            
Tuesday Jan. 5  7:00 am Men’s Scripture Study in Parish Office Meeting Room 
  9:30 am Mass in memory of Norbert, Tom & Sam Gross, and Marie Blum     At Elm Crest 
  7:00 pm Pastoral Council in Parish Office Meeting Room 
 
Wednesday Jan. 6 8:15 am School Mass in memory of Carl, Marie, Norman & Mark Kramer 
  7:00 pm Faith Formation Classes for Grades 6-12 
   (9th Grade Class & Parents meet in church for class.) 
 
Thursday Jan. 7 7:00 am Women’s Scripture Study in Parish Office Meeting Room 
  12:00 noon Mass in memory of Alice Kleffman and deceased members of Freund & Kwapiszeski families 
  
Friday          Jan. 8 8:15 am School Mass for wedding anniversary of Joe & Theda Flies 
 
Saturday Jan. 9 4:00 pm Confessions 
                                           4:30 pm Rosary 
  5:00 pm Mass in memory of Betty Schmidt and Laurence & Nell Schmidt 
 
Sunday Jan. 10 8:30 am Mass in memory of Kasey Campbell and Ralph, Donald & Regina Gessert 
  9:30 pm Faith Formation Classes for Grades PreK-5  
  11:00 am   Mass for the people of St. Michael’s 
 
Sunday Mass is televised on cable TV (HMU Channel 23 at 4:00 pm on Sunday and Wednesday, on Mediacom Channel 18 and FMCTC Channel 48 at 
4:00 pm on Monday and Friday.)   

May God Bless These Newly Baptized Infants — 
Max Thomas Schmitz (grandson of Cletus and Janice Schmitz); 
and Nathan Clay Brandon (grandson of Terry and Joyce Clay). 
 
New Schedules — for Mass servers, lectors, and 
communion ministers: In a couple of weeks, we will prepare new 
schedules for these ministries. Please let us know if 
circumstances have changed and you would like to be dropped 
from the schedule. We truly appreciate all those who volunteer for 
these ministries, but it is also important that people come when 
assigned or find a substitute. Just call the office to let us know of 
any changes in your preferences.  
 
Thank-You Note To St. Michael’s — from the diocesan 
office and Bishop Pates: “I would like to extend my heartfelt 
appreciation for your gift of $2,636 to the seminarian-fund 
collection of last fall. Your generosity will support the education 
and formation costs of seminarians which continually rise.” (And 
speaking of seminarians, St. Michael’s will be an important part of 
a seminarian’s life soon. We’ll keep you posted.)  
 
Thank You To All Who Are Letting Us Know —  
about people in the hospital. While we can’t get to see everybody 
in the Omaha and CB hospitals, we do try to get over to Myrtue 
whenever possible—and let communion ministers know on 
Sunday so that they can bring communion.  
 
What Have You Done This Past Week — to 
encourage someone to consider a vocation to priesthood or 
religious life?  
 
All Year ‘Round — we collect nickel-deposit bottles and 
cans. Just drop them off in the fenced area next to the garage.  

 
 
 

Readings For The Week  — 
 

Mon. 1Jn 3:22—4:6 Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 
Tue. 1Jn 4:7-10 Mk 6:34-44 
Wed. 1Jn 4:11-18 Mk 6:45-52 
Thur. 1Jn 4:19—5:4 Lk 4:14-22a 
Fri. 1Jn 5:5-13 Lk 5:12-16 
Sun. Is 40:1-5, 9-11    Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7 Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 

 Pat Schmidt Amelia Zuniga Dolores Gross 
 Kristine Gash Melvin Coenen Eileen Schmitz 
 Bob Kramer Rozann Tresner Tina Buman Ocken  
 Bruce Bruck Mona Peterson Joann Weihs 
 Finlay Singleton 
          
Please call the office with names of those who are sick, or in need of 
our prayers.  And please call when their names can be taken off the list. 

Remember The Sick In Your Prayers And By Your Notes  
Or Visits:   

Tithing —  Dec. 25-27 $       7,435 
 Needed each week 6,904 
 Difference 532 
           ( ) if deficit 
 Year to date $   2,098                                 

Need A Ride To Church? — The St. Michael’s van brings 
people to church every Sunday for the 11:00 Mass.  Need a ride?  
Call Tom Zaccone (579-2622) during January. 
 
Fair Trade — We still have not received a shipment of regular 
coffee. Chocolate bars and decaf coffee are available at the parish 
office. 




