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4:00 p.m. Saturday 
or by appointment. 
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Is celebrated by request.  Notify the 
office when a loved one is sick at 

home, or in the hospital. 
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Contact the office to set a date and 
to register for pre-baptism class. 
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Wedding dates are set after 
an initial interview with Fr. Bob. 
Our diocese recommends a six 
month period of preparation. 
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Come pray with members of other local Churches at the annual ecumenical prayer for Christian Unity. 
This year, the prayer service will be held here at St. Michael’s next Sunday, January 17, at 3:00. This 
event is sponsored by the Shelby County Ministerial Association. The theme this year is “You are 
witnesses of these things” from the 24th chapter of the Gospel of St. Luke. A unity choir will rehearse at 
2:00 under the direction of Lee Nelson. Come join in the singing—or come later for the service. This is 
the 44th year of this event—please join us.  Since we are hosting the event this year, it would be great to 
have a good contingent of St. Michael’s parishioners present. We live in a fragmented world—often 
focusing on what divides us. This prayer service is a good opportunity to focus on what unites us.  
 
What a crazy few weeks of weather this has been! Perhaps this would be a good time to ask yourself—
is my mood weather dependent? Some people have done studies about the relation between weather 
and mood. Some have gone so far as to say that the people in London tend to be rather sour because 
they are in the fog so much of the time. People who live in the far north and have long nights and short 
days sometimes can become depressed. Around here, one hears the words, “Cabin fever”. For some 
people, a lack of sunshine equals a lack of happiness. Our environment can affect our mood—and I’m 
not talking about only the weather. People who are in a workplace where everybody is tense can 
become tense. People who are in a setting where people complain all the time can easily become 
complainers. The mood in a family can be set by the mood of the parents. Children pick up on such 
things. I mention all of this for one reason. Jesus called us to be the light that brightens the world; Jesus 
called us to be the salt that flavors the world; Jesus called us to be the yeast that can make things 
happen. We are called to set the tone of the world, not let the world set the tone for us. Setting the tone 
is harder. We have to take the lead. But setting the tone enables us to be where we choose to be, not 
where the world wants to put us.  
 
This weekend, we mark the Baptism of the Lord. At His baptism, Jesus came to realize His calling—to 
be the Savior of the human race. He went out to the desert to figure out how best to do it, but He knew 
that it was His responsibility. How often do we reflect upon what God is calling us to do? It might involve 
a calling for a lifetime. It might be a calling to priesthood or religious life. It might be a calling to marriage 
and raising a family. It might be a calling to pursue a particular career, given the gifts that you have. It 
might be a calling to use your resources for a particular good. It might be a calling to play a particular 
role in the Church or in the community. In all these cases, we are answering a call given to us by the 
Lord to make a difference. In all these cases, we are setting a tone for the world in which we live.  
 
And sometimes, it might be as simple as setting the tone in a community where people are starting to 
get irritable or depressed because of the weather. Talk about the weather if you would like, but don’t 
moan about it. If talking about the weather makes you and others happy, go for it. If not, talk about 
something else. I close with this parallel. I often visit with people who are sick in the hospital. The most 
natural thing is to talk about what ails the person in the bed. Sometimes, that’s what the patient wants to 
do—share their story or concerns or questions. If so, join in the conversation. But sometimes, the 
patient is sick of talking about being sick. I remember one time visiting with a man who was battling 
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Pastor 
Rev. Robert Hoefler 

755-5244 
(Emergency after hours:  755-2604) 

 

Parish Minister 
Rev. Mr. Patrick Davitt 

755-5244 
 

Director of Faith Formation 
Ms. Charlotte Willenborg 

755-5366 
 

Parish Secretaries 
Ms. Kathy Hull 
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755-5244 
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755-5634 
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1912 18th Street 
Harlan, IA  51537 

 
Parish e-mail: stmike@harlannet.com 

Fr. Bob e-mail: rahoefler@harlannet.com 
Religious Education e-mail: stmikere@harlannet.com 
Web page: www.stmichaelharlan.parishesonline.com 

for Parish and Diocese 

The Baptism  
of the Lord 

January 10, 2010 
 

Born of water, may your 
children be faithful, O Lord! 



 

 

���������	
������
����
	����������������
 
Monday Jan. 11 5:15 pm Mass in memory of Helen Clark and Archie Caddell 
            
Tuesday Jan. 12  7:00 am Men’s Scripture Study in Parish Office Meeting Room 
  8:15 am Mass in memory of Josephine Kwapiszeski and for the health of Mick Arkfeld 
  7:00 pm Finance Council in parish office meeting room 
 
Wednesday Jan. 13 10:30 am School Mass in memory for deceased members of Joe Goetz family 
  7:00 pm Guild Executive Board in parish office meeting room 
  7:00 pm Faith Formation Classes for Grades 6-12 
 
Thursday Jan. 14 7:00 am Women’s Scripture Study in Parish Office Meeting Room 
  12:00 noon Mass in memory of Marion Rosman and Dee Obrecht 
  
Friday          Jan. 15 8:15 am School Mass in memory of Steve Mueller and Jason Mumm 
 
Saturday Jan. 16 4:00 pm Confessions 
                                           4:30 pm Rosary 
  5:00 pm Mass for the people of St. Michael’s  
 
Sunday Jan. 17 8:30 am Mass in memory of Leonard & Alice Fahn  
  9:30 pm Faith Formation Classes for Grades PreK-5 
  11:00 am   Mass in memory of Albert Jans & Jeff Deal 
  3:00 pm Christian Unity Service 
 
Sunday Mass is televised on cable TV (HMU Channel 23 at 4:00 pm on Sunday and Wednesday, on Mediacom Channel 18 and FMCTC Channel 48 at 
4:00 pm on Monday and Friday.)   
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cancer and wanted to talk about something else. So we talked 
about his career as a lumberjack in Oregon (something I have 
never known). It was fascinating—I enjoyed the conversation—
and he enjoyed talking about a time in his life that was a real joy 
to him—and forgetting the cancer, if only for a while.  
 
If God’s grace is stronger than any evil, it is certainly stronger 
than the weather. And remember, spring will come—nobody can 
stop the calendar. And if you want to see the sun, just think 
higher!  It’s still up there.  
 
��
��� �����
�� ������ �� ������ ��� � �� Eileen Schmitz of 
our parish. 
 
���� � ������� � �� for Mass servers, lectors, and 
communion ministers: This week we will prepare new schedules 
for these ministries. Please let us know if circumstances have 
changed and you would like to be dropped from the schedule. 
We truly appreciate all those who volunteer for these ministries, 
but it is also important that people come when assigned or find a 
substitute. Just call the office to let us know of any changes in 
your preferences.  
 
��
�!� "�� � �� to all who contributed to the food-pantry 
collection last week. The food amount was slim this time, but 
$280 in cash was donated. With heating bills coming, I’m sure 
the need will go up.  
 
��
�!� "�� � �� to all who are letting us know about people in 
the hospital. While we can’t get to see everybody in the Omaha 
and CB hospitals, we do try to get over to Myrtue whenever 
possible—and we let communion ministers know on Sunday so 
that they can bring communion.  
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Mon. 11th 1Sm 1:1-8 Mk 1:14-20 
Tue. 12th 1Sm 1:9-20 Mk 1:21-28 
Wed. 13th 1Sm 3:1-10, 19-20 Mk 1:29-39 
Thur. 14th 1Sm 4:1-11 Mk 1:40-45 
Fri. 15th 1Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a Mk 2:1-12 
Sun. 17th Is 62:1-5    1Cor 12:4-11 Jn 2:1-11 

 Finlay Singleton Joann Weihs Mona Peterson 
 Bruce Bruck Tina Buman Ocken Rozann Tresner 
 Bob Kramer Melvin Coenen Kristine Gash 
 Dolores Gross Amelia Zuniga Kenny Kenkel 
 Pat Schmidt 
 

Please call the office with names of those who are sick, or in need of 
our prayers.  And please call when their names can be taken off the list. 

����������������������
����������� ���!���
���"
���� �
#��$�����% �� 

������# �—  January 3 $       10,080 
 Needed each week 6,904 
 Difference 3,176 
           ( ) if deficit 
 Year to date $   5,274                                 

����� %� ����� ��� ���� �&  — The St. Michael’s van brings 
people to church every Sunday for the 11:00 Mass.  Need a ride?  
Call Tom Zaccone (579-2622) during January. 
 
%� ��'�� ��
��� (�� �� �� %#
��� %)
��
*�� � �� to anyone who 
needs to borrow it. Call the parish office at 755-5244.�



 

 

News from the Guild: With the new year, we often make 
resolutions to improve our life. Have you thought about improving 
your faith? Become a Circle Leader. Contact the rectory for more 
details. Circle 5 has the next assignment. 
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�� for students in grades 7 to 10 will be in the parish center at 
8:00 pm on Wednesday, January 13.  Parents are strongly 
encouraged to attend the presentation with their student.  The next 
NCYC will be held in Indianapolis in 2011.  Planning begins now. 
 
�"��������+,�-��,
�!��*
�� ��� Games will begin at 1:00.  
Sunday, Jan. 10th at St. Michael’s 
 St. Michael’s girls vs. LYO — 1st game 
 St. Michael’s boys vs. LYO — 3rd game 
Sunday, Jan. 17th at Portsmouth 
 St. Michael’s boys vs. Portsmouth — 1st game 
 St. Michael’s girls vs. Portsmouth — 4th game 
 

Come and cheer on our youth!     
�
.
��� ��� �
*��� �/ � �� Last weekend, HMU DID broadcast 
our Mass at 4:00 as scheduled. But this time, a parishioner 
thought that it was the wrong week since she had been to church 
and remembered a different cantor. We don’t record the same 
Mass every week. Before calling HMU, be sure to check to see if it 
is in the fact the wrong weekend. In the future, if our Mass isn’t on 
at 4:00, please call HMU at 755-5182 to let them know. The more 
calls they get, the more likely they will keep a close eye on it.  
 
�
��� �
�� � �� for the next session of Beginning Experience —- 
This peer ministry is for widowed, divorced or separated people. 
This program is designed to start healing the grief associated from 
the loss. The weekends are Jan. 15-17th and April 16-18th at St. 
Thomas More Center in Panora, Iowa. For further information and/
or to register call Cleo Scheidel 515-221-1371 or Fr. Bob 
Schoemann 515-418-1938. 
 
%��� "�
�� 0����� � �� we collect nickel-deposit bottles and 
cans. Just drop them off in the fenced area next to the garage.  

%�1������2�� ��33���� ����3 � �� January 12 at 2:30 pm at the 
Harlan Senior Center  in the Therkildsen Activity Center, 706 Victoria 
Street. 

.������-�� �������

1st Lector Steve Finn Ken Fahn Joan Chamberlain 
2nd Lector Marcus Gross, Jr. Kristine Arkfeld Jessie Byrnes 
   
Eucharistic Brian Gubbels (T)  Tim Goeser (T) Carly Heese (T) 
Ministers Pam Gubbels Ethel Defenbaugh Joe Brummer 
 Joan Chamberlain Carol Doran Kathy Buman 
 Ray Chipman Julie Juhl Jamie Byrnes 
 Cari Freml Jarod Juhl Dave Erlbacher 
 Janie Goeser Alan Kenkel Julie Forsyth 
 Clarice Buman Jo Kenkel Annie Forsyth 
 
Servers Allyson Jones Ben Goedken Zach Dotzler 
 Bradley Jones Sarah Goedken Alex Dotzler 
 Lucas Kesterson Deann Irlmeier Teresa Esquivel 
 
Musicians John Rosman Cindy Burchett Band 
   
Cantors John Rosman Mary Murtaugh Band 
  
Ushers Don Stowe Dan Schaben Eric Schmidt 
 Karen Sullivan Georgene Schaben Barb Schmitz 
 Makenzie Sullivan Tom Schmitz Joe Schmitz 
 Marvin Thraen Bev Schmitz Tonya Goeser 
  
Jan. 17 E.M. Elm Crest E.M. Private Homes Money Counters 
 Leo Gaul Steve Finn Marshall Burchett 
 Tim Sullivan Riley Finn Martha Burchett 
   Les Blum 

Jan. 16-17 Saturday Sunday Sunday 
 5:00 p.m. 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

43 ����#�5
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Jan. 10 9:30-10:45 — Regular classes for Grades PreK-5 
Jan. 13 7:00 — Regular classes for Grades 6-12 
  9th grade & parents meet in church for class. 
  10th grade meet in the school music room. 
 8:00 — NCYC presentation for grades 7-10 in the 
  parish center  
Jan. 17 9:30-10:45 — Regular classes for Grades PreK-5 
Jan. 20 7:00 — Regular classes for Grades 6-12 
Jan. 24 9:30-10:45 — Regular classes for Grades PreK-5 

��������	
��
��	��������	����  

����������� �
����� �����6���� ����������� �
 

The Church examines the signs of the times 
and interprets them as a global vision of man 
and of the human race. 
Pope Benedict XVI Encyclical “Charity In Truth” 
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GO FOR THE GREEN!!! 
Shelby County Catholic School will be sponsoring a “Go For The 
Green” raffle drawing.  Ticket price is $10 with no limit on the number 
of tickets sold.  Winning ticket will get half of the collected money. The 
more tickets sold, the greater the dollar amount to be won. Drawing will 
be held on March 17, the feast of St. Patrick. If you feel the luck of the 
Irish or just want a chance to win some “green” please consider buying 
a ticket. All proceeds will go to the 2010 General Operating Budget of 
Shelby County Catholic School. Tickets are available at the school or 
from any family with students in SCCS. The following local businesses 
will also have tickets available: Farmers Trust and Savings Bank at 
Earling; Shelby County State Bank at Harlan, Panama, and 
Portsmouth; Defiance State Bank & Westphalia Club House. Thank 
you for your continued support of Shelby County Catholic School. 

“I am baptizing you with water, but 
one mightier than I is coming. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire.” 
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Harlan & Avoca 
Locally Owned & Operated 

Bob & Julie Kesterson 
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Gary & Jodi Dozler 
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Phillip L. Markham, D.D.S. 
Earl E. Boltinghouse D.D.S. 

2105 Pine St.                     
Harlan, IA  51537 

Telephone: 
(712) 755-5342 
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SOOTHING MOMENTS 
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Sr. Linda Zahner, MA, LMT, NCTMB 
State Licensed & 

Nationally Certified Massage Therapist 

HARLAN - 755-2004 (M-W-F) 
NEOLA  -  579-9177 (T-TH) 
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PRIMARY CARE OPTOMETRIST 

 

2110  12th Street 

HARLAN 

TIRE 
America’s Tire Since 1900 

 

1708 Chatburn                   755-5900 

Farm Tire Service 
Road Service 
Tractor Duals 

Batteries 
Shocks 

Brake Service 
Spin Balancing 

Wheel Alignment 

DALE SWANSON, Jr . 

1308 Chatburn Ave.                  (712) 755-5187 
Harlan, IA  51537                      (800) 733-5188 

Automotive Repair • Automotive Parts 
• Machine Shop Service 
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Mike & Laurie Byrnes 

Owners 

Bill & Mike Erlbacher 

ULTRA NO TOUCH 
CAR WASH 

Two Locations 

1316 Chatburn                                    21 st & Lincoln 
755-2654                                       755-2238 

For all of your travel needs call 
Linda, Dori, Trina or Steve 

1119 7th Street 
Harlan, IA  51537 

(712) 755-3811 
800-356-5579 
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FRESH FLORAL PRESERVATION 

 

 •��Wedding         • Anniversaries 
 • Celebrations    • Memorials 
 • Dome Heirloom Frames   

616 Market St.           755-3655 

Avoca - (712) 343-2432 • Harlan - (712) 755-5205 
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Anthony Hough, LPL Registered Principal 
Joe Zaccone, LPL Registered Rep. 

 Harlan, Iowa         Walnut, Iowa        Avoca, Iowa 
 712-755-3135        712-784-3313       712-343-2453 
 800-831-6805                                      800-447-2588                 

Images by Laura Rose 
 Families~Children~Seniors 
  Weddings~Aerials~Restorations 
1024 6th Street • Harlan, IA  51537 

(712) 755-5743 • (800) 755-7412     www.Logelandstudio.com 
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Leo & Janie Goeser 

 1105 7th Street                   Phone 
Harlan, IA  51537              755-5826 

1214 College Blvd.                      Ph:  (712) 733-8905 
Harlan, IA  51537                         Fax:  (712) 733-8821 

Mike & Sherry Bierl 
Promotional and Screen Printing Specialties 
We Can Print Anything on (Almost) Anything 

Cyclone 

Lanes 

League Bowling 
Lazer Bowling 

Birthday Parties 
Pizza, Dine in or Carry out 

912 Chatburn Avenue, Harlan, IA  51537  712-755-5863 
Joe and Joann Portwood, Owners 

���������
������������������ !�

Tom Green 

Olson Waterproofing  

Mark Hyner Olson 
712-755-3073 
707 Durant 
Harlan, IA  51537 

Flat—Shingle—Metal Repair 
Conklin Products Available 

Guaranteed  
with a  
Smile 

3105 12th St.     Harlan, IA     755-2534 

  CHAMBERLAIN  
      BROTHERS 
Lumber & Construction Inc. 

Don • Russ •  Randy  

General Contractors  

2213 College Place     Harlan, IA     755-7612    

Dan & Natalie Crees 

GARDEN CENTER 
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Rex Buckley 
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Irene Buckley, LMT, FCCI 

755-3780 

YOUR BANK FOR TODAY AND TOMORROW 

Earling 747-2000 • Woodbine 647-3375 • Harlan 235-2000 
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Member 

        Ouren 

 
755 - 3300 

FOR SALE 

www.ouren.com 

Joe Sondag 
Owner 

801 Seventh St. �  Harlan, IA  �  (712) 755-5819 
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Call 755-5244 

Advertise 
Here 

755-5336 phone                Ladyb@fmctc.com 
755-3837 fax                www.bsonmarket.com 

606 Market St. 
Harlan, IA 51537 

Lin & Ken Brinker 
Owners 

KIM  SWANSON 

Fishing & Pleasure Boating Sales & Service  

1308 Chatburn Ave. 
Harlan, IA  51537 
www.swansonmarine.com 

 
712-755-5187 
800-733-5188 

Managed by Rick & Betts Jones  

 

 707 Hill St., Harlan, IA  51537 

800-638-3681 —- 755-3137 (local) 
712-579-1062 (cell) 

Email: midwstmn@HarlanNet.com 

Call 755-5244 

Advertise 
Here 

Fast, Friendly 
Service 

 

Full Service 
Meat Counter 

HOURS: 
8 am - 9 pm, Mon.- Sat. 

Closed Sundays & Holidays 
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Consider a gift to our parish endowment — 
a gift that keeps on giving. 

 

Contact Fr. Bob Hoefler for information. 

Shelly Schmidt 
Independent Beauty Consultant 

Home:  (712) 235-5871 
Cell:  (712) 592-9738  

 

email:  shellyaschmidt@marykay.com 
www.marykay.com/shellyaschmidt 
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Call 755-5244 

Advertise 
Here 

Member �����

 

HARLAN �  ELK HORN �  PANAMA  
PORTSMOUTH �  IRWIN �  SHELBY 

 

508 Court Street                           Harlan, Iowa 51537 
800-574-3541                                   www.scsbnet.net 

8:00 - 7:00 M-F 
8:00 - 5:00 SAT 

11:00 - 4:00 SUN 

Kevin & Lori Hlavac, Owners 
19th & Chatburn Ave. 

(712) 755-5642 
Web:  HarlanDoItBest.com 
E-mail:  DoItBest@harlannet.com 

712-755-5195 
1205 8th Street 

Harlan, Iowa 51537  

 

www.theagencyinsurance.com 
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Mitch Osborn 
712-755-7167 

www.osbornauction.com

Mitch Osborn 
712-755-7167 

 

 

963 Oak Rd.  
Harlan, IA   

Home/Fax: 712-755-2502 
Jerry Chamberlain 
Owner/Contractor 

 Gerald Reinig 

Building Lots for Sale 
712-744-3261 

Call 755-5244 

Advertise 
Here 

Call 755-5244 

Advertise 
Here 

303 West 3rd St. 
Kimballton, IA  51543 
Ph. (712) 773-2295 
Fax (712) 773-2295 

Email: mchughb@metc.net 

40

Bob McHugh EA, Consultant 


