
Pastor 
Rev. Robert Hoefler 

755-5244  
(Emergency after hours:  755-2604) 

Email: rahoefler@harlannet.com 
 

Parish Minister 
Rev. Mr. Pat Davitt 

755-5244 
 

Director of Faith Formation 
Ms. Charlotte Willenborg 

755-5366 
Email: stmikere@harlannet.com 

 

Parish Secretaries 
Ms. Kathy Hull 

Ms. Sandy Wingert 
755-5244 

Parish email: stmike@harlannet.com 
 

Parish FAX��755-2604 
 

Parish Hall/Kitchen  755-5744 
 

Shelby County Catholic School 
Principal 

Ms. Ann Andersen 
755-5634 

www.shelcocath.pvt.k12.ia.us�
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4:00 P.M. Saturday or by appointment 
�
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Is celebrated by request.  Notify the 

office when a loved one is sick at home, 
or in the hospital. 
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Contact the office to set a date and 
to register for pre-baptism class. 

�
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Wedding dates are set after 

an initial interview with Fr. Bob.   
Our diocese recommends a six 
month period of preparation. 

� ����� �
    2001 College Place 

Harlan, IA  51537 
�

� ����� �� ����	� �
1912 18th Street 
Harlan, IA  51537 

�
Website for Parish and Diocese 

www.stmichaelharlan.parishesonline.com 

FROM DES MOINES DIOCESE’S NEWEST SEMINARIAN... 

Please allow me to introduce myself and tell you a little bit more about me. I am Dennis Lee Gaston 
from the hill country of Pennsylvania. My American-French father was lost in the war, and my mother’s 
family was from San Stefanio di Camastra near Catania in Sicily. I desire to be completely open and 
honest with you, because I have come to Iowa to make it my new home in service to you through the 
Lord.  
  
My family had an 800+ acre farm which they leased to other farmers to till; we had all the usual farm 
animals (Even a pet pig in the house, which mysteriously disappeared when I was about 5 years old; I 
think it was around Easter time when he went missing) along with rabbits and goats. Nana raised them 
both for meat and feta cheese, and we had a large variety of fruit trees.  
 
Raised Catholic as a young boy, Nana taught me the rosary and explained to me why the image of 
Christ on the cross was the only true image of Jesus. This had to be kept in one’s mind to instill in your 
heart a desire to know and understand the fullness of that sacrifice by Christ. Had she lived beyond 
my junior year in high school I would have in all probability entered the minor seminary. She and my 
mother were my source of strength for priestly vocation.  
 
But life has its means of getting in the way of God’s plans. Mother had to move for business, and I had 
to live with my uncle’s family to complete HS graduation. I initially attended a Fine Arts college, but 
with the Vietnam War, a deferment was not possible for artists, so I studied to become an art educator, 
qualified to also teach mentally and handicapped students.  
 
However, when my early teaching career started, it was interrupted with a short stint in the Army 
Reserves. I eventually returned to teaching for 28 years, starting with elementary and ending at 
university level as a guest lecturer. I was graced to teach in 3 different countries and to travel to over 
48 countries. Part of the travel was due to my Fulbright Scholar positions in the United Kingdom and 
Exchange Teaching assignments by the US Information Agency, Washington, DC. 
 
During this time of travel I realized that something was truly missing in my life. I thought that the Lord’s 
call for a vocation was to married life. That lasted for 9 years and was annulled by the Church. BUT, 
THE LORD IS PERSISTENT. In 1993, I was compelled by the Holy Spirit to visit the Holy Land for the 
first time, and I realized that once again the Lord was calling me to a priestly vocation. I was 
overwhelmed and began a rather long period of spiritual discernment that eventually led me to leave a 
lay life of teaching in 1998. Three years later I entered religious life as a Franciscan Friar of the Holy 
Land province. It was my intention to become a missionary in Israel. 
 
After completing my 1st {STB} of 2 theological degrees in Jerusalem, I came to the mind-boggling truth 
that I could not do appropriate missionary work in the foreign lands. Why? Because I did not have the 
skills, nor the adequate time while studying, to become literate in either modern Greek, Hebrew or 
Arabic. These are the languages of the modern Churches of the Palestinian Christians. Therefore, my 
superior and I agreed that my missionary work and zeal to serve the Lord in priestly ordination could 
only be completed with a return to the USA. I finished my 2nd {MDiv} degree in December, 2009.  
 

— Continue Inside — 

MISSION STATEMENT 
We, the people of St. Michael’s Catholic Parish, are many parts, but one body. As a community of believers in 
Jesus Christ and inspired by the Holy Spirit, we celebrate the sacraments, are challenged by Sacred Scripture and 
Roman Catholic Tradition, share of ourselves in service to others, and strive to promote the dignity of all human 
life and justice for all, as we continue toward the eternal glory of God’s kingdom. 

Fourth Sunday 
In Ordinary Time 
January 31, 2010 

 

May we praise your name, O Lord. 
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Monday Feb. 1 5:15 pm Mass in memory of Bruno & Stephanie Kazelas 
            
Tuesday Feb. 2  7:00 am Men’s Scripture Study in Parish Office Meeting Room 
  9:30 am Mass in memory of Norbert, Tom, & Sam Gross    At Elm Crest 
  7:00 pm Pastoral Council in Parish Office Meeting Room 
 
Wednesday Feb. 3 8:15 am School Mass in memory of Marie Blum with blessing of throats 
  6:30 pm JH Club Roller Skating in the Parish Center 
  7:00 pm Faith Formation Classes for Grades 9-12 
 
Thursday Feb. 4 7:00 am Women’s Scripture Study in Parish Office Meeting Room 
  12:00 noon Mass in memory of Arnold Hoefler 
  
Friday          Feb. 5 8:15 am School Mass in memory of Earl & Lily Anastasi 
  ——— Eucharistic Adoration 
  12:00 noon Benediction 
 
Saturday Feb. 6 4:00 pm Confessions 
                                           4:30 pm Rosary 
  5:00 pm Mass in memory of Joe Schomer and Pete Gubbels 
 
Sunday Feb. 7 8:30 am Mass in memory of Alma Bissen and Debbie Rounds 
  9:30 am Faith Formation Classes for Grades PreK-5 
  11:00 am   Mass for the people of St. Michael’s 
 
Sunday Mass is televised on cable TV (HMU Channel 23 at 4:00 pm on Sunday and Wednesday, on Mediacom Channel 18 and FMCTC Channel 48 at 
4:00 pm on Monday and Friday.)   

���������	
	�
��	
	
���	�����������������	�� ��
Hence, I officially was released from the OFM friars to seek out a 
diocese willing to give a person with a SECOND VOCATION an 
opportunity to demonstrate ministerial skills. But, once again man 
puts limitations upon man. My home state, and indeed most 
bishops of the Eastern Conferences, have initiated stipulations for 
people of my age. They instill a strict period of transition along 
with additional experience that would have delayed any 
opportunity for consideration for ordination for up to 4-5 years. I 
believe in faith that delay is not God’s plan. 
 
BUT, your bishop has graciously invited me to begin ministry in 
the Des Moines diocese to demonstrate my ability to serve you in 
the name of the Lord. That is why I am here, to ask you to help 
form me into that lifetime ministry here in Iowa. I initially contacted 
Bishop Pates because of the great similarities between IA and 
PA. I admit, I was searching for a place similar to my old home in 
the foothills of the Pocono Mts. where there is a fair share of 
snow, and relatively low humidity in the summer months. BUT, 
more importantly, I came to realize that all I have accomplished 
has been through the grace of God. AND, all He has led me to do, 
everywhere I lived was PURELY PREPARATION FOR MY 
SERVICE TO YOU... here and now.   
 
God Bless, Dennis 
 
����� �� �	
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	� � �� The special collection taken last 
weekend to help the people of Haiti netted $9,587.36!  Thanks to 
all who contributed to this collection. I never would have dreamt 
that this much money would come in. St. Michael’s Parish has 
certainly sent a message of love and concern to people going 
through a terrible time.  
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Mon. 1st 2Sm 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13 Mk 5:1-20 
Tue. 2nd Mal 3:1-4     Heb 2:14-18 Lk 2:22-40 
Wed. 3rd 2Sm 24:2, 9-17 Mk 6:1-6 
Thur. 4th 1Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12 Mk 6:7-13 
Fri. 5th Sir 47:2-11 Mk 6:14-29 
Sun. 7th Is 6:1-2a, 3-8      1Cor 15:1-11 Lk 5:1-11 

 Mona Peterson Melvin Coenen Pat Schmidt  
 Dolores Gross Joann Weihs Kristine Gash 
 David Willis Amelia Zuniga Tina Buman Ocken 
 Rozann Tresner Finlay Singleton  
          

Please call the office with names of those who are sick, or in need of 
our prayers.  And please call when their names can be taken off the list. 
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������� �—  January 24 $       8,837 
 Needed each week 6,904 
 Difference 1,933 
           ( ) if deficit 
 Year to date $   5,879                                 

�		�� �� ���	� ��� ������!  — The St. Michael’s van brings 
people to church every Sunday for the 11:00 Mass.  Need a ride?  
Call David Jacobs (755-2926) during February. 
 
����� "����# � �� Next weekend will be the first Sunday in 
February—time for the monthly food pantry collection. Please bring 
food or money for the pantry. 
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Cards for Season 2 were completed 
at Mass this weekend. If you want to 
participate and did not complete a 
card, contact the parish office as soon 
as possible. Season 2 will begin 
February 18, the day after Ash 
Wednesday. 
 

&'� (��� )�*	� �� "#+ � �� that belongs to the parish and are no 
longer using it, please return it to the sacristy. We have almost 
none left for people who need them. (If you don’t know what a 
pyx is, 1) you probably don’t have one; and 2) we will tell you 
what it is in next week’s bulletin.) 
 
,��#� ���� 
 � �� to those who came last Sunday afternoon 
and did so much to clean up the branches. It may have been a 
love for using power tools, but it was mostly a desire to help out. 
(Another example of the Body of Christ in action.)  
 
��-� ,����	.�
� ����	�/��''.	/������� � �� will be held 
Saturday, March 6, at the Therkildsen Center. Plan to have a 
good time. 
 
�	

� ����� ��	� 0��.� � �  Circle Five has the next 
assignment. All ladies are encouraged to stop by the parish 
kitchen to pick up bowls or pans that they may have left there. 
We are getting quite a collection. 
 
1.	
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 � �� Wednesday, February 3, is the 
feast of St. Blaise. The traditional blessing of throats will be done 
at the nursing home on Tuesday, at the Mass on Wednesday 
morning, and by request if you call or stop by.  
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 	�2�.. ��� Games begin at 1:00. 
Sunday, January 31, at Portsmouth 
 St. Michael’s boys vs. Westphalia — 3rd game 
 St. Michael’s girls vs. Portsmouth — 4th game 
Sunday, February 14 
 St. Michael’s boys vs. Earling at Defiance—3rd game 
 St. Michael’s girls vs Neola at Panama — 2nd game 
Come and cheer on our youth! 

��	� (��� &��	�	
�	� � �� in attending an informational meeting 
regarding TEC (Teens Encounter Christ)? We wonder if it’s possible 
to resurrect the program. A gathering will be held February 9 in the 
parish center, 6:30 until 8:00 pm. Email or call Mary O’Brien at 
obrien2176@aol.com, or telephone 515-321-8519, with questions. 
 
��''���.� ��#
 � �� An American Cancer Society volunteer will be 
available after Masses next weekend to take orders. 
 
����� ����	 � �� Finally, our Juan Ana regular coffee from 
Guatemala has arrived. After a difficult harvest, the coffee has been 
harvested and processed. You will have a chance to buy coffee as 
well as chocolate and tea after the Masses next weekend.  Thank you 
for your patience. 
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Kindergarten Roundup will be held Thursday, February 4, 6:30-7:30 
pm, in the parish center. Parents and prospective kindergarteners for 
the 2010-2011 school year are invited to an orientation session with 
kindergarten teacher Mrs. Yvonne Gaul and principal Mrs. Ann 
Andersen. Mrs. Joy Petersen and Mrs. Gay Burgod will be on hand to 
meet with the children at that time. Kindergarten Adventure Days are 
set for April 19, 20, & 21 with parent conferences scheduled for the 
22nd. Children must be 5 years old by September 15 to enter 
Kindergarten. 
 
Little Angels Preschool Registration for 2010-2011 is going on 
now. If you wish to enroll your child or have questions, call 755-5634. 
Children must be 4 yrs. old by September 15.  
 
Children of all faiths are welcome to enroll in either program. 
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1st Lector Jane Klein Amber Irlmeier Chris Larsen 
2nd Lector Orv Roecker Jerome Kohles Barbara Motsenbocker 
   
Eucharistic Joan Chamberlain (T) Mary Jane Swanson (T) Janelle Sorfonden (T) 
Ministers Sr. Linda Zahner Tammie Whitney Dennis Gaston 
 Marvin Bissen Bill Wingert Gary Weihs 
 Roger Bissen Kristine Arkfeld Diane Weihs 
 Dea Ann Bissen Ethel Defenbaugh Sherry Bierl 
 Jan Blum Carol Doran Joe Brummer 
 Clarice Buman Cari Freml Kathy Buman 
 
Servers Jacob Petsche Austin Mumm Maggie McGrath 
 Pat Sullivan Andrew Mumm Jordyn Moser 
 Shenandoah Campbell McKenzie Mumm Emily Pattee 
 
Musicians Rachel Goedken Kate Kohorst Konnie Schechinger 
   Peg Lantz  
 
Cantors Jan Rau Sarah Schumacher Mary Murtaugh 
  
Ushers Joe Klein Dale Swanson Laura Arkfeld-Mohr
 Joseph Klein Joe Wageman Sherry Bierl 
 Jared Klein Ken Brinker Emily Bierl 
 Leo Kloewer Lin Brinker Dale Eng 
  
Feb. 7 E.M. Elm Crest E.M. Private Homes Money Counters 
 Mike Wilwerding Jan Blum Robin Powers 
      Family Les Blum Beth Klein 
   Sandy Irlmeier 

Feb. 6-7 Saturday Sunday Sunday 
 5:00 p.m. 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

“Before I formed you in the womb, 
I knew you.” 
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Jan. 31 No Classes—Teacher meeting 9:30-10:45 in parish 
        office meeting room 
Feb. 3 6:30-8:30 — JH Club roller skating for Grades 6-8 
 7:00-8:30 — Classes for Grades 9-12 
Feb. 7 9:30-10:45 — Classes for Grades PreK-5 
Feb. 10 7:00-8:30 — Classes for Grades 6-12 
 
JH Club will meet for roller skating this Wednesday, 6:30-8:30, 
in the parish center. Cost is $2 per student. 

� 
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Harlan, Avoca, & Underwood 
Locally Owned & Operated 

Bob & Julie Kesterson 
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Gary & Jodi Dozler 
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Phillip L. Markham, D.D.S. 
Earl E. Boltinghouse D.D.S. 

2105 Pine St.                     
Harlan, IA  51537 

Telephone: 
(712) 755-5342 
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SOOTHING MOMENTS 
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Sr. Linda Zahner, MA, LMT, NCTMB 
State Licensed & 

Nationally Certified Massage Therapist 

HARLAN - 755-2004 (M-W-F) 
NEOLA  -  579-9177 (T-TH) 
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PRIMARY CARE OPTOMETRIST 

 

2110  12th Street 

HARLAN 

TIRE 
America’s Tire Since 1900 

 

1708 Chatburn                   755-5900 

Farm Tire Service 
Road Service 
Tractor Duals 

Batteries 
Shocks 

Brake Service 
Spin Balancing 

Wheel Alignment 

DALE SWANSON, Jr . 

1308 Chatburn Ave.                  (712) 755-5187 
Harlan, IA  51537                      (800) 733-5188 

Automotive Repair • Automotive Parts 
• Machine Shop Service 
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Mike & Laurie Byrnes 

Owners 

Bill & Mike Erlbacher 

ULTRA NO TOUCH 
CAR WASH 

Two Locations 

1316 Chatburn                                    21 st & Lincoln 
755-2654                                       755-2238 

For all of your travel needs call 
Linda, Dori, Trina or Steve 

1119 7th Street 
Harlan, IA  51537 

(712) 755-3811 
800-356-5579 
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FRESH FLORAL PRESERVATION 

 

 •��Wedding         • Anniversaries 
 • Celebrations    • Memorials 
 • Dome Heirloom Frames   

616 Market St.           755-3655 

Avoca - (712) 343-2432 • Harlan - (712) 755-5205 
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Anthony Hough, LPL Registered Principal 
Joe Zaccone, LPL Registered Rep. 

 Harlan, Iowa         Walnut, Iowa        Avoca, Iowa 
 712-755-3135        712-784-3313       712-343-2453 
 800-831-6805                                      800-447-2588                 

Images by Laura Rose 
 Families~Children~Seniors 
  Weddings~Aerials~Restorations 
1024 6th Street • Harlan, IA  51537 

(712) 755-5743 • (800) 755-7412     www.Logelandstudio.com 
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Leo & Janie Goeser 

 1105 7th Street                   Phone 
Harlan, IA  51537              755-5826 

1214 College Blvd.                      Ph:  (712) 733-8905 
Harlan, IA  51537                         Fax:  (712) 733-8821 

Mike & Sherry Bierl 
Promotional and Screen Printing Specialties 
We Can Print Anything on (Almost) Anything 

Cyclone 

Lanes 

League Bowling 
Lazer Bowling 

Birthday Parties 
Pizza, Dine in or Carry out 

912 Chatburn Avenue, Harlan, IA  51537  712-755-5863 
Joe and Joann Portwood, Owners 
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Tom Green 

Olson Waterproofing  

Mark Hyner Olson 
712-755-3073 
707 Durant 
Harlan, IA  51537 

Flat—Shingle—Metal Repair 
Conklin Products Available 

Guaranteed  
with a  
Smile 

3105 12th St.     Harlan, IA     755-2534 

  CHAMBERLAIN  
      BROTHERS 
Lumber & Construction Inc. 

Don • Russ •  Randy  

General Contractors  

2213 College Place     Harlan, IA     755-7612    

Dan & Natalie Crees 

GARDEN CENTER 
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Rex Buckley 
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Irene Buckley, LMT, FCCI 

755-3780 

YOUR BANK FOR TODAY AND TOMORROW 

Earling 747-2000 • Woodbine 647-3375 • Harlan 235-2000 
 

FDIC 
Member 

        Ouren 

 
755 - 3300 

FOR SALE 

www.ouren.com 

Joe Sondag 
Owner 

801 Seventh St. �  Harlan, IA  �  (712) 755-5819 
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Call 755-5244 

Advertise 
Here 

755-5336 phone                Ladyb@fmctc.com 
755-3837 fax                www.bsonmarket.com 

606 Market St. 
Harlan, IA 51537 

Lin & Ken Brinker 
Owners 

KIM  SWANSON 

Fishing & Pleasure Boating Sales & Service  

1308 Chatburn Ave. 
Harlan, IA  51537 
www.swansonmarine.com 

 
712-755-5187 
800-733-5188 

Managed by Rick & Betts Jones  

 

 707 Hill St., Harlan, IA  51537 

800-638-3681 —- 755-3137 (local) 
712-579-1062 (cell) 

Email: midwstmn@HarlanNet.com 

Call 755-5244 

Advertise 
Here 

Fast, Friendly 
Service 

 

Full Service 
Meat Counter 

HOURS: 
8 am - 9 pm, Mon.- Sat. 

Closed Sundays & Holidays 
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Consider a gift to our parish endowment — 
a gift that keeps on giving. 

 

Contact Fr. Bob Hoefler for information. 

Shelly Schmidt 
Independent Beauty Consultant 

Home:  (712) 235-5871 
Cell:  (712) 592-9738  

 

email:  shellyaschmidt@marykay.com 
www.marykay.com/shellyaschmidt 
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Call 755-5244 

Advertise 
Here 

Member �����

 

HARLAN �  ELK HORN �  PANAMA  
PORTSMOUTH �  IRWIN �  SHELBY 

 

508 Court Street                           Harlan, Iowa 51537 
800-574-3541                                   www.scsbnet.net 

8:00 - 7:00 M-F 
8:00 - 5:00 SAT 

11:00 - 4:00 SUN 

Kevin & Lori Hlavac, Owners 
19th & Chatburn Ave. 

(712) 755-5642 
Web:  HarlanDoItBest.com 
E-mail:  DoItBest@harlannet.com 

712-755-5195 
1205 8th Street 

Harlan, Iowa 51537  

 

www.theagencyinsurance.com 
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Mitch Osborn 
712-755-7167 

www.osbornauction.com

Mitch Osborn 
712-755-7167 

 

 

963 Oak Rd.  
Harlan, IA   

Home/Fax: 712-755-2502 
Jerry Chamberlain 
Owner/Contractor 

 Gerald Reinig 

Building Lots for Sale 
712-744-3261 

Call 755-5244 

Advertise 
Here 

Call 755-5244 

Advertise 
Here 

303 West 3rd St. 
Kimballton, IA  51543 
Ph. (712) 773-2295 
Fax (712) 773-2295 

Email: mchughb@metc.net 

40

Bob McHugh EA, Consultant 


