
 

 

Attached to the bulletin this weekend is an envelope for providing support to Catholic Charities in 
our diocese. In many ways, Catholic Charities seems removed from life here in Shelby County. 
Catholic Charities does a lot in the Des Moines metro area. It runs the St. Mary Family Center, 
which provides emergency assistance. It runs St. Joseph Emergency Family Shelter, the only 
family shelter in the Des Moines area for people with no place to live. It provides counseling for 
individuals and families. It provides help and connections for migrants and refugees. It also helps 
with adoption and pregnancy counseling. (This part has been a particular benefit for members of 
St. Michael’s, who have adopted children through Catholic Charities.) In Council Bluffs, Catholic 
Charities runs Phoenix House, a shelter for victims of domestic violence. It also runs a program for 
people involved in domestic violence and/or sexual abuse. Finally, it provides counseling for 
individuals and families. (There are a few people from this area who have benefited greatly at the 
Council Bluffs center. As you can see, most of that doesn’t touch Shelby County. However, the 
needs for Catholic Charities are great—and we and they are part of the Body of Christ known as 
the Des Moines Diocese. I encourage you to give what you can and return the envelope with your 
donation next weekend.  
 
I would guess that many of you were surprised by the topic of the homily this weekend. It was 
certainly different from any homily I have ever delivered for the first Sunday of Lent. For any who 
wondered about the timing, I would ask, “When would be a good time?” For any who wondered 
about covering the topic at all, I would ask, “Should moral issues be addressed in the Church?” 
Admittedly, this is a complex issue. However, the fact that it is complex does not allow us to not 
deal with it. Our current situation puts us and our nation in a morally unacceptable situation if we 
truly believe that all people are created in the image and likeness of God. How the issue is 
resolved becomes a matter of political action. The Catholic Church does not have a formal 
teaching which outlines what should be done. However, something must be done—people are 
being hurt. While it is easy to say they shouldn’t be here, the fact is that they are here—and many 
businesses want them here—and many are leading productive lives—and many aren’t—and there 
are good people and bad people among them. Doing nothing helps nobody—and allows the 
suffering and injustice to continue. So doing nothing is morally unacceptable for us as a nation. 
Jesus spent forty days in the desert to figure out how to do His work as Savior. Perhaps these forty 
days aren’t such a bad time to think about what we and our nation should do to address the 
problem of immigration. Next weekend, we will provide you with an opportunity to encourage our 
government leaders to do something. 
 
The signs at the entrances of the church are a reminder that we need to recover some of the 
sense of sacred space in our church. Please bow or genuflect reverently before you go into a pew. 
  
Finally, what have you decided to do as a Lenten observance? Whether it be self-denial or prayer 
or charity, stick with it. May we grow stronger as followers of Christ through self-denial; may we 
grow closer to Christ through prayer; may we show our love for Christ in others through acts of 
charity. 

Pastor 
Rev. Robert Hoefler 

755-5244  
(Emergency after hours:  755-2604) 

Email: rahoefler@harlannet.com 
 

Parish Minister 
Rev. Mr. Pat Davitt 

755-5244 
 

Director of Faith Formation 
Ms. Charlotte Willenborg 

755-5366 
Email: stmikere@harlannet.com 

 

Parish Secretaries 
Ms. Kathy Hull 

Ms. Sandy Wingert 
755-5244 

Parish email: stmike@harlannet.com 
 

Parish FAX��755-2604 
 

Parish Hall/Kitchen  755-5744 
 

Shelby County Catholic School 
Principal 

Ms. Ann Andersen 
755-5634 

www.shelcocath.pvt.k12.ia.us�
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4:00 P.M. Saturday or by appointment 
�
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Is celebrated by request.  Notify the office 
when a loved one is sick at home, or in 

the hospital. 
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Contact the office to set a date and 
to register for pre-baptism class. 
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Wedding dates are set after 

an initial interview with Fr. Bob.   
Our diocese recommends a six 
month period of preparation. 

� ����� �
    2001 College Place 

Harlan, IA  51537 
�

� ����� �� ����	� �
1912 18th Street 
Harlan, IA  51537 

�
Website for Parish and Diocese 

www.stmichaelharlan.parishesonline.com 

� ������ �� �������� �
We, the people of St. Michael’s Catholic Parish, are many parts, but one body. As a community of believers in 
Jesus Christ and inspired by the Holy Spirit, we celebrate the sacraments, are challenged by Sacred Scripture 
and Roman Catholic Tradition, share of ourselves in service to others, and strive to promote the dignity of all 
human life and justice for all, as we continue toward the eternal glory of God’s kingdom. 

First Sunday 
Of Lent 

February 21, 2010 
 

When the Lord calls, 
I will answer. 
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��� �� ������ ��� � �� Don Petersen, father 
of Dea Ann Bissen of our parish. 
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Saturday, March 6, at the Therkildsen Center.  Cost of the dinner 
tickets is $25 per couple or $15 for a single.  Many great door prizes 
will be given away throughout the evening. 
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 � � �� are now on sale. Check with any of 
these people: Spike Kloewer, Jeff & Jenny Moser, Jane Klein, Kevin 
& Kathy Campbell, Rob Kloewer, Dan Koesters, or Rick & Betts 
Jones. Tickets will also be sold at Do It Best and Pexton Pharmacy, 
as well as at the parish office. $20 a piece; 6 for $100. Five great 
prizes.  
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 � �� annual Lenten Fish dinners run 
each Friday during Lent. Serving time will be 5:30 until 7:00. 
Proceeds will go toward scholarships for first-year college students 
who are members of St. Michael’s, so please support this worthy 
cause and enjoy a great meal and great fellowship. Please extend 
this invitation to others in our community outside the St. Michael’s 
family. 
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�   — This weekend, at the Rite of Election 
here in Harlan, Bishop Pates will formally welcome our two 
catechumens, Lisa Updike and Tina Namanny, and our two 
candidates, Carrissa Meiners and Bill Campbell, into their final days 
of preparation for their entrance into the Church at Easter. We look 
forward to their joining us as members of the Catholic Church and 
ask God’s blessings upon them as this journey nears its goal.  
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� � �� groups have been completed. If 
you did not get notified about your group, please call the office. 
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Mon. 22nd       1Pt  5:1-4                                                Mt 16:13-19 
Tue. 23rd         Is 55:10-11 Mt 6:7-15 
Wed. 24th         Jon 3:1-10 Lk 11:29-32 
Thur. 25th        Est C:12, 14-16,23-25 Mt 7:7-12 
Fri. 26th        Ez 18:21-28                                            Mt 5:20-26 
Sun. 28th          Gn 15:5-12,17-18      Phil 3:17-4:1        Lk 9:28b-36 

 Pat Schmidt Dolores Gross Kristine Gash 
    Melvin Coenen Rozann Tresner Tina Buman Ocken 
 Mona Peterson Joann Weihs Katherine Keegan 
   
 Please call the office with names of those who are sick, or in need of 
our prayers.  And please call when their names can be taken off the list. 
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������# �—  February 14 $       5,706 
 Needed each week 6,904 
 Difference ( 1198) 
           ( ) if deficit 
 Year to date                             $     4,606           
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� ��� $�����-  — The St. Michael’s van brings 
people to church every Sunday for the 11:00 Mass.  Need a ride?  Call 
David Jacobs (755-2926) during . 
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 � � �� This Lent, we will use Cycle C (the regular 
one), not Cycle A. 
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Monday Feb. 22 5:15 pm Mass for a Special Intention 
  7:00 pm SCCS School Board Meeting in Defiance 
            
Tuesday Feb. 23  7:00 am Men’s Scripture Study in Parish Office Meeting Room 
  8:15 am Mass in memory of Josephine Kwapiszeski 
  7:00 pm Liturgy Meeting in Parish Office Meeting Room 
 
Wednesday Feb.24 8:15 am School Mass in memory of Jason Mumm 
  7:00 pm Faith Formation Classes for Grades 6-12 
 
Thursday Feb. 25 7:00 am Women’s Scripture Study in Parish Office Meeting Room 
  12:00 noon Mass in memory of Andrew Pokorny 
  
Friday     Feb. 26      8:15 am School Mass in memory of Andy Bruck 
  5:30 pm Stations of the Cross 
  5:30-7:00 Knights of Columbus Fish Dinner in Parish Center 
 
Saturday Feb. 27 2:45 pm 1st Communion Retreat for 2nd Graders and their Parents  
  4:00 pm Confessions 
                                           4:30 pm Rosary 
  5:00 pm Mass in memory of Donald Schechinger 
 
Sunday Feb. 28 8:30 am Mass for the people of St. Michael’s 
  8:45 pm 1st Communion Retreat for 2nd Graders and their Parents 
  11:00 am   Mass in memory of Walt Staiert 
   
Sunday Mass is televised on cable TV (HMU Channel 23 at 4:00 pm on Sunday and Wednesday, on Mediacom Channel 18 and FMCTC Channel 48 at 4:00 
pm on Monday and Friday.)   
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· Immanuel Lutheran Church in Harlan would like to invite everyone 

to the 2nd Annual Aebleskiver (global pancake) and Frikadellar 
(meatball) feast/Danish Bake sale on Saturday, February 27, from 5-7 
pm in the fellowship hall.  Free will donations will go to support a 
scholarship fund for those wishing to join future mission trips to 
Kidugala, Tanzania. 

· Knights of Columbus District Free Throw Contest  February 21, at 
1:00 pm at St. Mary’s in Portsmouth.  Warm-up at 12:30.  Call Randy 
Fields at 712-744-3475 for more information. 

· Fifteen Decade Rosary for Life February 21 at 1:30 pm, at. Mary’s 
Church in Panama. 
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1st Lector Sr. Linda Zahner Tammie Whitney Jessie Byrnes 
2nd Lector Ken Fahn Kristine Arkfeld Dennis Gaston 
   
Eucharistic Cari Freml (T) Roger Bissen (T) Donna Schmidt (T) 
Ministers Gary Weihs Dea Ann Bissen Mike Schmidt 
 Diane Weihs Bill Wingert Collin Schmidt 
 Jan Blum Ethel Defenbaugh Janelle Sorfonden 
 Clarice Buman Carol Doran Sherry Bierl 
 Joan Chamberlain Tim Goeser Joe Brummer 
 Ray Chipman Rosemary Klein Kathy Buman 
  
Servers Sarah Clemons Kelsey Goede Josh Travis 
 Karl Clemons Andrew Mumm Danielle Travis 
 Lucas Kesterson Nicholas Hough Mikayla Blum 
 
Musicians Peg Lantz Kate Kohorst Band 
 
Cantors Orv Roecker Mary Ann Murtaugh Band 
  
Ushers Joe Klein Dale Swanson Laura Arkfeld-Mohr 
 Joseph Klein Joe Wageman Sherry Bierl 
 Jared Klein Ken Brinker Emily Bierl 
 Leo Kloewer Lin Brinker Dale Eng 
 
Feb. 28 E.M. Elm Crest E.M. Private Homes Money Counters 
 Cheryl Andersen Leo Gaul Juliene Johnson 
 Sherry Bierl Tim Sullivan Leo Goeser 
 Betty Markham  Maxine Kwapiszeski 
   Matt Koesters 

Feb. 27-28 Saturday Sunday Sunday 
 5:00 p.m. 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

�Upcoming Dates 
  Feb. 21   9:30-10:45 — Classes for Grades PreK-5 
  Feb. 24   7:00-8:30 — Classes for Grades 6-12 
  Feb. 28    No classes for Grades PreK-5 
   (1st Communion Retreat) 
  Mar.   3    7:00-8:30 Classes for Grades 6-12 
  Mar.   3   7:00 Meeting with 8th Grade Students and their    
         Parents in the parish center 

��������	
��
��	��������	�����

      Jesus was led by the Spirit  
      into the desert for forty days. 
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Friday, February 26, at 7:00 PM 
St. Michael’s Girls vs Portsmouth 
Saturday, February 27, at 5:00 PM 
St. Michael’s Boys vs LYO or Defiance 
Winners continue to play throughout the tournament. 
Come and cheer on our youth! 
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Go For The Green!!!  Shelby County Catholic School is sponsoring 
a “Go For The Green” raffle drawing. Ticket price is $10 with no 
limit on the number of tickets sold. Winning ticket will get half of the 
collected money. The more tickets sold, the greater the dollar 
amount to be won. Drawing will be held on March 17, the feast of 
St. Patrick. If you feel the luck of the Irish or just want a chance to 
win some “green” please consider buying a ticket. All proceeds will 
go to the 2010 General Operating Budget of Shelby County 
Catholic School. Tickets are available at the school, from any 
SCCS family, or Shelby County State Bank. Thank you for your 
continued support of Shelby County Catholic School. 

+

!�)� 0�&�
� ����)  — on Spirit 102.7 FM Omaha/Council 
Bluffs/Lincoln. Jeff Cavins’ 24-week Great Adventure Bible 
Timeline Series begins Friday, Feb. 19 @ 8 p.m. with encores 
on Saturday @ 7 a.m. and Sunday @ 7 p.m. More info on 
www.kvss.com. 
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- ��� Either burn them  
or bring them to church for us to burn them. 

                     From the Social Concern: Justice Committee 
 
                      The World’s wealth is growing in absolute terms, 
                      but inequalities are on the increase. 
 
                      Pope Benedict XVI Encyclical “Charity in Truth” 
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Sunday       Feb. 28       2:00 pm         Westphalia 
Sunday       Mar. 14       1:00 pm         Harlan 
Sunday       Mar. 14       4:00 pm         Walnut 
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� � �� to Thursday, February 
25, in the parish center, 6:30 until 8:00 pm. We wonder if it’s 
possible to resurrect the TEC (Teens Encounter Christ) 
program. If interested, come to this meeting. Email or call Mary 
O’Brien at obrien2176@aol.com, or telephone 515-321-8519, 
with questions. 
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� — The ministerial 
association is holding short prayer services each Wednesday of 
Lent at 7:00 am. This Wednesday, February 24, Pastor Dave 
Swinton of the Methodist Church will preach at a service held at 
the Congregational Church. All are welcome to attend. 
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����������  — They help make this bulletin possible! 

Harlan & Avoca 
Locally Owned & Operated 

Bob & Julie Kesterson 

��������
������������

Gary & Jodi Dozler 
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Phillip L. Markham, D.D.S. 
Earl E. Boltinghouse D.D.S. 

2105 Pine St.                     
Harlan, IA  51537 

Telephone: 
(712) 755-5342 
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SOOTHING MOMENTS 
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Sr. Linda Zahner, MA, LMT, NCTMB 
State Licensed & 

Nationally Certified Massage Therapist 

HARLAN - 755-2004 (M-W-F) 
NEOLA  -  579-9177 (T-TH) 
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PRIMARY CARE OPTOMETRIST 

 

2110  12th Street 

HARLAN 

TIRE 
America’s Tire Since 1900 

 

1708 Chatburn                   755-5900 

Farm Tire Service 
Road Service 
Tractor Duals 

Batteries 
Shocks 

Brake Service 
Spin Balancing 

Wheel Alignment 

DALE SWANSON, Jr . 

1308 Chatburn Ave.                  (712) 755-5187 
Harlan, IA  51537                      (800) 733-5188 

Automotive Repair • Automotive Parts 
• Machine Shop Service 
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Mike & Laurie Byrnes 

Owners 

Bill & Mike Erlbacher 

ULTRA NO TOUCH 
CAR WASH 

Two Locations 

1316 Chatburn                                    21 st & Lincoln 
755-2654                                       755-2238 

For all of your travel needs call 
Linda, Dori, Trina or Steve 

1119 7th Street 
Harlan, IA  51537 

(712) 755-3811 
800-356-5579 
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FRESH FLORAL PRESERVATION 

 

 •��Wedding         • Anniversaries 
 • Celebrations    • Memorials 
 • Dome Heirloom Frames   

616 Market St.           755-3655 

Avoca - (712) 343-2432 • Harlan - (712) 755-5205 
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Anthony Hough, LPL Registered Principal 
Joe Zaccone, LPL Registered Rep. 

 Harlan, Iowa         Walnut, Iowa        Avoca, Iowa 
 712-755-3135        712-784-3313       712-343-2453 
 800-831-6805                                      800-447-2588                 

Images by Laura Rose 
 Families~Children~Seniors 
  Weddings~Aerials~Restorations 
1024 6th Street • Harlan, IA  51537 

(712) 755-5743 • (800) 755-7412     www.Logelandstudio.com 
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Leo & Janie Goeser 

 1105 7th Street                   Phone 
Harlan, IA  51537              755-5826 

1214 College Blvd.                      Ph:  (712) 733-8905 
Harlan, IA  51537                         Fax:  (712) 733-8821 

Mike & Sherry Bierl 
Promotional and Screen Printing Specialties 
We Can Print Anything on (Almost) Anything 

Cyclone 

Lanes 

League Bowling 
Lazer Bowling 

Birthday Parties 
Pizza, Dine in or Carry out 

912 Chatburn Avenue, Harlan, IA  51537  712-755-5863 
Joe and Joann Portwood, Owners 
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Tom Green 

Olson Waterproofing  

Mark Hyner Olson 
712-755-3073 
707 Durant 
Harlan, IA  51537 

Flat—Shingle—Metal Repair 
Conklin Products Available 

Guaranteed  
with a  
Smile 

3105 12th St.     Harlan, IA     755-2534 

  CHAMBERLAIN  
      BROTHERS 
Lumber & Construction Inc. 

Don • Russ •  Randy  

General Contractors  

2213 College Place     Harlan, IA     755-7612    

Dan & Natalie Crees 

GARDEN CENTER 
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Rex Buckley 
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Irene Buckley, LMT, FCCI 

755-3780 

YOUR BANK FOR TODAY AND TOMORROW 

Earling 747-2000 • Woodbine 647-3375 • Harlan 235-2000 
 

FDIC 
Member 

        Ouren 

 
755 - 3300 

FOR SALE 

www.ouren.com 

Joe Sondag 
Owner 

801 Seventh St. �  Harlan, IA  �  (712) 755-5819 
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755-5336 phone                Ladyb@fmctc.com 
755-3837 fax                www.bsonmarket.com 

606 Market St. 
Harlan, IA 51537 

Lin & Ken Brinker 
Owners 

KIM  SWANSON 

Fishing & Pleasure Boating Sales & Service  

1308 Chatburn Ave. 
Harlan, IA  51537 
www.swansonmarine.com 

 
712-755-5187 
800-733-5188 

Managed by Rick & Betts Jones  

 

 707 Hill St., Harlan, IA  51537 

800-638-3681 —- 755-3137 (local) 
712-579-1062 (cell) 

Email: midwstmn@HarlanNet.com 

Call 755-5244 

Advertise 
Here 

Fast, Friendly 
Service 

 

Full Service 
Meat Counter 

HOURS: 
8 am - 9 pm, Mon.- Sat. 

Closed Sundays & Holidays 
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Consider a gift to our parish endowment — 
a gift that keeps on giving. 

 

Contact Fr. Bob Hoefler for information. 

Shelly Schmidt 
Independent Beauty Consultant 

Home:  (712) 235-5871 
Cell:  (712) 592-9738  

 

email:  shellyaschmidt@marykay.com 
www.marykay.com/shellyaschmidt 
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Call 755-5244 

Advertise 
Here 

Member �����

 

HARLAN �  ELK HORN �  PANAMA  
PORTSMOUTH �  IRWIN �  SHELBY 

 

508 Court Street                           Harlan, Iowa 51537 
800-574-3541                                   www.scsbnet.net 

8:00 - 7:00 M-F 
8:00 - 5:00 SAT 

11:00 - 4:00 SUN 

Kevin & Lori Hlavac, Owners 
19th & Chatburn Ave. 

(712) 755-5642 
Web:  HarlanDoItBest.com 
E-mail:  DoItBest@harlannet.com 

712-755-5195 
1205 8th Street 

Harlan, Iowa 51537  

 

www.theagencyinsurance.com 
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Mitch Osborn 
712-755-7167 

www.osbornauction.com

Mitch Osborn 
712-755-7167 

 

 

963 Oak Rd.  
Harlan, IA   

Home/Fax: 712-755-2502 
Jerry Chamberlain 
Owner/Contractor 

 Gerald Reinig 

Building Lots for Sale 
712-744-3261 

Call 755-5244 

Advertise 
Here 

303 West 3rd St. 
Kimballton, IA  51543 
Ph. (712) 773-2295 
Fax (712) 773-2295 

Email: mchughb@metc.net 

40

Bob McHugh EA, Consultant 

   Cover  
Buildings 

Post and Solid 
Core Buildings 

            WE HAVE YOU COVERED 
                   ( 712) 579-1757 
                 Shane Schechinger 
   www.hawkeyecontracting.net 

 Rick Dotzler, RPh           755-2101   
 Tina Dotzler, RPh     after hours 755-0706 
        www.PextonPharmacy.com 


