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SACRAMENT OF  
RECONCILIATION  

4:00 P.M. Saturday or by appointment 
 

SACRAMENT OF  
THE SICK  

Is celebrated by request.  Notify the 
office when a loved one is sick at home, 

or in the hospital. 
 

SACRAMENT OF  
BAPTISM  

Contact the office to set a date and to 
register for pre-baptism class. 

 

SACRAMENT OF  
MARRIAGE  

Wedding dates are set after an initial 
interview with Fr. Bob.  Our diocese 
recommends a six month period of 

preparation. 
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    2001 College Place 
    Harlan, IA  51537 
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1912 18th Street 
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Parish e-mail: stmike@harlannet.com 

Fr. Bob e-mail: rahoefler@harlannet.com 
Religious Education e-mail: 
stmikere@harlannet.com 

Web page: 
www.stmichaelharlan.parishesonline.com  

for Parish  and Diocese 

 

 

FROM THE PASTOR... 
 
 

     EVERYBODY IS WELCOME! Next Sunday, Fr. George Komo will be here for a Mass of Thanksgiving 
after his ordination to the priesthood. We would like to have a potluck after the Mass (the 11:00) to give Fr. 
George a chance to visit with people and give people a chance to wish him well as we share in a meal. 
This is about as organized as the potluck will be. If you bring something that needs to be heated, drop it 
off before the 11:00 Mass. Somebody will be there to keep it warm. Letôs give Fr. George a good send off 
to his real work as the new associate pastor at Queen of Apostles and Holy Family in Council Bluffs and 
Our Lady of Carter Lake in Carter Lake. His assignment begins on July 9ðinterestingly enough one day 
before and 24 years after I began my priesthood in the same place.  
 
     Last week, I wrote an article about the mandatory sentencing of our former principal at SCCS. I  
received an interesting response from a parishioner who has been active in caring about the welfare of 
people in prisons.  
     That response raises an interesting question for all of us. First, we need to acknowledge that society 
needs to be protected from those who would hurt others, so prisons are necessary. But what should be 
the primary attitude toward the people serving in prison? ñYou did the crime, now do the timeðand I hope 
you suffer every day that you are there.ò OR ñYou did the crime, now do the timeðbut how can you make 
something positive of the life that you are living now.ò  
     Now to the response I received.  
ñMandatory sentences only cause our prisons (population 8,000 in Iowa) to be over crowded and at times 
poorly managed.  Some of us are constantly working on assuring better circumstances for 23 lifers 
(people serving life in prison with no chance of parole).  A long story short, they are all lifers with 25-35 
years already served who had, through positive behavior, earned the status of honor inmates at Rockwell 
City.  These 23 were teachers, mentors, leader dog trainers, and maintenance workers at the Rockwell 
prison.  A few months ago the 23 lifers were, without warning or preparation, moved to different facilities in 
shackles and handcuffs.  No time to say goodbye to anyone, not even their dogs.  Since that time we have 
followed these men and just yesterday one of their sisters reported to me that five of them were granted 
permission to leave Clarinda where their treatment has been awful.  Positive behavior had earned them no 
real respect. It appears the Department of Corrections and its leader just felt the 23 honor lifers had it too 
good. It was time for them to suffer a little more, not because of what they were doing, but because of 
what they had done 25 to 35 years earlier.ò 
     Yes, we need prisons to protect us from people who might do harm to others. However, do those in 
prison cease to be human beings? Wouldnôt it be better to find ways for them to lead more productive 
lives, if only in prison?  It comes back to the original question about our primary attitude toward the people 
serving in prison: Should it be, ñI hope you suffer every day that you are there?ò or should it be ñI hope that 
you can make something positive of the life that you are living now?ò   In the Last Judgment scene in the 
Gospel of Matthew, Jesus talked of ñvisiting Him when He was in prisonò. I doubt that He meant for that 
visit to make His life worse! 



 Readings For The Week   ð 

Mon.      22th  Gn. 12:1-9 Mt. 7:1-5 
Tue.       23rd Gn. 13:2, 5-18 Mt. 7:6, 12-14 
Wed. 24th Is. 49:1-6                                   Lk. 1:57-66, 80 
  Acts 13:22-26 
Thur.   25th Gn. 16:1-12, 15-16 Mt. 7:21-29 
Fri. 26th Gn. 17:1,9-10, 15-22 Mt. 8:1-4 
Sun. 28th Wis 1:13-15, 2:23-24                 Mk. 5:21-43 
                              2 Cor. 8:7, 9, 13-15                  Mk. 5:21-24, 35b-43 

 Sean Knott Derek Ellerbeck Rebecca Kloewer 
 Irene Blum Jean Ethridge June Schaben 
 Harvey Leinen Pat Schmidt Kenny Kenkel
  

  Please call the office with names of those who are sick, or in 
need of our prayers.  And please call when their names can be 
taken off the list. 

Remember The Sick In Your Prayers And By Your Notes  
Or Visits:    

Calendar for the Week of June 22 ð 28 

If You Like EWTN on TV, You Might Like This Radio Station: 
KVSSð102.7FMðout of Omaha. It is a Catholic religious stationð
with much of the same programming as EWTN. It also has local 
Omaha programming as well as a program with our own Bishop 
Pates. It might be especially good for those times you are traveling in 
the car. Check it out.  
 

Grant Eternal Rest, O Lord, to:  ð Marie Beymer, sister of 
Loretta Jans of our parish 
 

A Workshop on How to Promote the Right to Life  in our  
modern societyðpresented by Iowans for L.I.F.E.ðon July 11ðin 
Des Moines. If interested, check out the colored poster on the bulletin 
board in back of church. You must preregister. 
 

Need a Ride to Church?  The St. Michaelôs van brings people to 
church every Sunday for the 11:00 Mass. Need a ride?  
Call Joe Sondag  (755-2263) during June. 

 
 

Tithing ð         June 14                          $   5,569 
                          Needed each week            6,865 
                          Difference            (1,296) 
                                                               ( ) if deficit 
                          Year to date        $    14,231 
 
                                      
 

 
  
 
Monday June 22 5:15 pm Mass in memory of Leo Bieker and Marie Stolz 
                                                  7:00pm         SCCS Board of Education meeting in Earling 
             
Tuesday June 23 7:00 am Menôs Prayer Group in Parish Office Meeting Room 
  8:15 am Mass in memory of Jim Hoefler and Arnold Hoefler 
  7:00 pm Liturgy Committee at Bumanôs 
 
Wednesday June 24 8:15 am Mass in memory of Harold & Joe Kleffman 
 
Thursday June 25 7:00 am Womenôs Prayer Group in Parish Office Meeting Room 
  12:00 noon Mass in memory of Earl & Lily Anastasi and Msgr. Ray Conley 
  
Friday          June 26 8:15 am Mass in memory of Andy Pokorny and Rita Schaben 
 
Saturday June 27 4:00 pm Confessions 
  4:30 pm Rosary 
  5:00 pm Mass in memory of Russ Lefeber and Andy Andersen 
 
Sunday June 28 8:30 am Mass for the people of St. Michaelôs 
  11:00 am   Mass of Thanksgiving for Fr. George Komo 
  12:00 noon Potluck Dinner/Reception for Fr. Komo in Parish Center 
 
Sunday Mass is televised on cable TV (HMU Channel 23 at 4:00 pm on Sunday and Friday, on Mediacom Channel 18 
and FMCTC Channel 48 at 4:00 pm on Monday and Friday). 

  



 

St. Michaelõs Religious Formation  

Upcoming Date 
 
 
June 22     Junior High Club- Adventureland Day 
                    Leave St. Michaelôs at 9:00am-  

    arrive home at 8:00pm. 
 
 

Shelby County Catholic School  
SCCS needs to hire a fundraising coordinator to be responsible for the 
organization and coordination of fundraising activities.  Previous experi-
ence is a plus.  For information, contact the school at (712) 755-5634 or 

www.shelcocath.pvt.k12.ia.us  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1st Lector Leo Kloewer Randy Coenen Chris Larsen 
2nd Lector Jerome Kohles Teresa Coenen Paul Kruse 
  

Eucharistic Sr. Linda Zahner(T)  Bill Wingert (T) Joe Schmitz (T) 
Ministers Joe Zaccone Marvin Bissen Barb Schmitz 
 Janet Blum Roger Bissen Tammie Whitney 
 Clarice Buman Dea Ann Bissen Sherry Bierl 
 Joan M. Chamberlain Carol Doran Kathy Buman 
 Ray Chipman Tim Goeser Chelsey Buman 
 Ann Graeve  Ethel Defenbaugh  Joe Brummer 
 

Servers Charlotte Klein Michael Klein Jarod Juhl 
 Clare Klein Taylor Klein Adam Juhl  
 Betsy Pope Marcus Klein Kyle Juhl 
 

Musicians Konnie Schechinger Kate Kohorst Band 
   
       
Cantors Konnie Schechinger Maryalyce Dotzler  Band 
      

Ushers Ramona Peterson Cletus Schmitz Barb Schmitz 
 Joe Klein Ernie Schnack Joe Schmitz 
 Joseph Klein Dale Swanson Karen Sullivan 
 Justin Schechinger Tonya Goeser Makenzie Sullivan 

June 27-28      Saturday       Sunday       Sunday 
      5:00 p.m.       8:30 a.m.       11:00 a.m. 

June 28    E.M. Hospital &        E.M. Elm Crest                     Money Counters 
                  Private Homes        ñññññññ-                    Juliene Johnson    
                  Jan Blum         Heather Sidman                     Leo Goeser  
                  Les Blum        Tricia Swenson                      Maxine Kwapiszeski 
                                                                                                       Joan Travis 

Ministry Schedule  

ñI will praise you Lord, for you have  
rescued me.ó 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Time to Clean Out the BasementðSCCS is getting rid of old desks and 
tables and other things that are no longer needed and have not been used in 
years. Besides, we need the storage space. So check out behind the school 
(behind the mobile classroom) this week. If you want it, take it. After a week, 
we will dispose of the rest.  

Area Event 
 
Fifteen Decade Rosary for Life -June 28 at 1:30 pm at St. Maryôs 
Church in Portsmouth 

Hope and Healing Ministries ® 
Hope and Healing Ministries is a ministry that offers healing retreats 
with counseling services, counseling referrals, toll-free hotline, support 
groups, mentoring, and educational seminars to women and men 
(including family members) who  are struggling with the emotional or 
spiritual pain of an abortion or sexual abuse. Hope and Healing  
Ministries, is sponsoring a Rachel's Vineyard weekend retreat for 
spiritual and emotional healing after abortion.  The retreat will be held 
in Rock Island, IL July 24-26 and Newton, IA November 6-8, 2009. 
The confidential, supportive retreat is for anyone hurting inside after 
an abortion. Call (563) 322-1645, or email hopeandhealingto-
day@gmail.com. Scholarships are available. You can also visit 
www.rachelsvineyard.org, or call a toll-free hotline at 1-877-896-
HOPE. 

Regarding the Attachment to the Bulletin:   
The annual collection (Peterôs Pence) will be taken up next week-
end. ñEvery year, when the Peterôs Pence Collection is taken up 
around the world to support the works of the Holy Father, Catholics 
in our diocese and the entire country are extraordinarily generous. 
The proceeds of this Collection are used to provide emergency 
funds to those who suffer from oppression, disease, war, or natural 
disaster. Let us be beacons of hope to those of our brothers and 
sisters who are most in need. Let us answer the call to cast the light 
of Christ upon the world. I ask you to be generous in the upcoming 
Peterôs Pence Collection in your parish. Together, let us ask God to 
bless the Holy Father and all those in need throughout the world. 
Sincerely yours, Most Rev. Richard E. Pates, Bishop of the Diocese 
of Des Moinesò Please return the envelopes with your contribution 
next weekend.  


