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Saint Michael's Parish

CHURCH
2001 College Place
Harlan, IA 51537

PARISH OFFICES
1912 18th Street
Harlan, IA 51537

Solemnity of Our Lord
Jesus Christ the King

November 22, 2009

The Lord will reign
over His people with peace!

Parish e-mail: stmike@harlannet.com

Fr. Bob e-mail: rahoefler@harlannet.com
Religious Education e-mail:
stmikere@harlannet.com
Web page:
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www.stmichaelharlan.parishesonline.com
for Parish and Diocese

Pastor
Rev. Robert Hoefler
755-5244
(Emergency after hours: 755-2604)

Parish Minister
Rev. Mr. Pat Davitt
755-5244

Director of Faith Formation
Ms. Charlotte Willenborg
755-5366

Parish Secretaries
Ms. Kathy Hull
Ms. Sandy Wingert
755-5244

Parish FAX 755-2604
Parish Hall/Kitchen 755-5744

Shelby County Catholic School
Principal
Ms. Ann Andersen
755-5634
www.shelcocath.pvt.k12.ia.us

SACRAMENT OF
RECONCILIATION
4:00 P.M. Saturday or by appointment

SACRAMENT OF
THE SICK
Is celebrated by request. Notify the

or in the hospital.

SACRAMENT OF
BAPTISM
Contact the office to set a date and
to register for pre-baptism class.

SACRAMENT OF
MARRIAGE
Wedding dates are set after
an initial interview with Fr. Bob.
Our diocese recommends a six
month period of preparation.

office when a loved one is sick at home,

FROM THE PASTOR...

Thanksgiving is a national holiday that seems to be forgotten. The spooks of Halloween and the
Santas of Christmas seem to pass the baton in a non-stop display of seasonal decorations and
activities. Perhaps it is for the best! That enables those who celebrate Thanksgiving to reflect on
what it means to be thankful—and do a little thanking—without being bothered by sales and ads
and programs. Many people do it in family settings. Others do it, especially in cities, by providing
meals for the homeless and the poor. | would encourage you to bring God into the picture by
attending one or both of the Thanksgiving prayers this week. The first is on Wednesday night—the
annual ecumenical prayer service sponsored by the Shelby County Ministerial Association. This
year the event will be held at the Methodist Church, beginning at 7:00. (Munchies will follow.)
Praying together is a great way for people to be drawn closer together. Then, on Thanksgiving
morning, at 9:00, we will celebrate Mass. The core of the Mass, of course, is Eucharist—Greek for
“thanksgiving"—as we give thanks for the greatest gift of all—God's offer of salvation which began
with Jesus offering up His life on the cross. (A little volunteer labor will follow.) At both the Mass
and the prayer service, we will take up a collection for the Shelby County Ministerial Association
Benevolence Fund—the fund which our churches use to provide emergency support to those in
need—people who live in the community and people passing through. Since this fund was set up
in 2004, we have helped hundreds of people with over $25,000. Every dollar was donated by
individuals or member churches or Catholic Charities (in two instances). It was their way to provide
support for the needy when they themselves didn’t know the specific need. If any of you would like
to make out a check, just make it out to SCMA—with the notation “Benevolence Fund”.

And then it's on to Advent—which begins next weekend. What's the first thing we do before
preparing a house for Christmas? We clean it up. During Advent, we prepare our hearts to
welcome Christ anew into our lives. What better way to begin than to clean up our spiritual life by
throwing out the baggage that pulls back to a past best put behind us or keeps us from moving on
to a future filled with new possibilities for growth in our relationship with Christ and others. Many
people celebrate the sacrament of reconciliation during the season of Advent. That's the
sacrament where we do four simple things—tell what we have done that has been wrong—
express our sorrow for doing it—resolve to do better—and hear the words of forgiveness. I'm afraid
that for the older generation, this sacrament was cheapened by doing it too often. (Remember
times when you couldn't think of anything to say?) | like to think of two sacraments as special
occasion sacraments during times of special need: anointing of the sick and reconciliation. We
don’t get anointed unless we are sick or our health is failing. We don’t go to confession unless we
have sinned.

For some of us, it isn't serious things that we have done. However, we can fall into habits which
keep us from living and loving as well as we should. That can happen especially in things that we
fail to do, either because of letting other priorities rise above them or laziness. A seasonal
celebration of reconciliation can help us get back on track.

—Continue Inside—




Calendar for the Week of Nov. 23-29

I
Monday Nov.23  5:15pm  Mass in memory of Betty Schmidt and Alice Kleffman
7:00pm  SCCS Board of Education in School Library
Tuesday Nov.24  7:00am Men’s Scripture Study in Parish Office Meeting Room

8:15am  Mass for living and deceased members of Otto Klein family
7:00 pm  Liturgy Committee in Parish Office Meeting Room

Wednesday Nov.25 8:15am  School Mass in memory of Jason Mumm and Gilbert Renze

Thursday Nov.26  9:00am  Mass in memory of Russ Lefeber and Marion Rosman
Friday Nov.27  8:15am  Mass in memory of Bruno & Stephanie Kazelas and Andy Bruck
Saturday Nov.28  4:00 pm Confessions

4:30pm  Rosary

5:00 pm  Mass in memory of Dr. Duane Harris and Frank & Lena Schleier

Sunday Nov.29  8:30am  Mass for the people of St. Michael’s

9:30am  Advent Fair for of St. Michael’s

11:00 am  Mass for living & deceased members of Henry & Agnes Coenen families

Sunday Mass is televised on cable TV (HMU Channel 23 at 4:00 pm on Sunday and Wednesday, on Mediacom Channel 18 and FMCTC Channel 48 at

4:00 pm on Monday and Friday.)

From The Pastor (Continued) —

For others, there ARE serious things. People do things that are
seriously wrong—mortally wrong. We need to deal with them. And
the best way to start is to put what we have done behind us.
Going to confession provides the opportunity to express aloud
what we have done (literally getting it out of our system), to
express aloud our sorrow for doing it (literally saying it), to resolve
to do better (making a promise before God and the Church that
things will now be different) and to hear the words of forgiveness.
(Some people think that it can't be that easy. Some people are
harder on themselves than God is.) Give it a try. God wants you
to get back closer to Him—He wants you to get back closer to the
people in your life—He wants you to feel greater peace in your
heart and mind as we all “wait in joyful hope for the coming of the
Lord”. Next Sunday afternoon, we will provide an opportunity for
our young people (grades 6 through 12) to celebrate this
sacrament at a service in Portsmouth. Each succeeding week of
Advent, we will provide an opportunity to all of you in all the
parishes of Shelby County plus Avoca.

But before that, HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

f. B %/o%

Grant Eternal Rest, O Lord, To: — Rita Lyon of our
parish.

Lectors: — The lectionaries for the new church year are now
in the sacristy. Please pick up your copy and cross off your name
on the list.

Thank You — to all who brought clothes for the clothing drive.
Four pickup/van loads! We probably won't miss them—and others
will keep warm. And thanks to those who took everything to the
shelter.

Remember The Sick In Your Prayers And By Your Notes

Tina Buman Ocken Bob Kramer Rozann Tresner
Pat Schmidt Eileen Schmitz Melvin Coenen
Kathy Finney Dolores Gross Kenny Kenkel
Kristine Gash Sean Knott Amelia Zuniga
Dylan Book Andrew Motley

Please call the office with names of those who are sick, or in need of our
prayers. And please call when their names can be taken off the list.

Readings For The Week —

Mon.  23rd Dn 1:1-6, 8-20 Lk 21:1-4
Tue.  24th Dn 2:31-45 Lk 21:5-11
Wed.  25th Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28 Lk 21:12-19
Thur.  26th Sir50:22-24  1Cor 1:3-9 Lk 17:11-19
Fri. 27th Dn7:2-14 Lk 21:29-33

Sun.  29th Jer33:14-16  1Thes 3:12-4:2 Lk 21:25-28, 34-36

Tithing — November 15 7,627
Needed each week 6,904

Difference 723

() if deficit

Year to date $ (5,553)

Need A Ride To Church? — The St. Michael's van brings
people to church every Sunday for the 11:00 Mass. Need a ride?
Call Ken Klein (755-3357) during November.

You Or A Loved One Going To The Hospital? — Please
give us a call at 755-2604. We visit people in the hospital. However,
many times, the hospital will not release any names (federal privacy
laws). This is especially true for Myrtue, where we nomnally visit the
hospital twice a week.




St. Michael’s Faith Formation

The Lord is king; he
is robed in majesty.

Upcoming Dates

Nov. 22 No classes for Grades PreK-5 because of
Reconciliation Retreat for 2nd Graders

Advent Fair in parish center for Grades PreK-5 at 9:30
Parents or grandparents are asked to come in and
participate with their child.

Crossroads Reconciliation for Grades 6-12 at 12:30 in
Portsmouth

Regular classes for Grades 6-12

High School classes will meet at their original places
with their teachers at 7:00.

Dec.6  9:30-10:45 — Regular classes for Grades PreK-5

Nov. 29

Nov. 29

Dec. 2

First Reconciliation will be held on December 12 at 10:00.

Shelby County Catholic School News

Thank you to everyone who supported the 2009 “Tribute to Harvest”
Dinner/Auction and Dream FlyAway Raffle. Because of your generosity,
the event was a huge success. Thank you for your continued
commitment to Catholic education and Shelby County Catholic School.
—The 2009 “Tribute to Harvest” Committee

Raffle Winners

Grand Prize — JoAnn Christensen/Marie Madsen

4 - $100 Winners — Dean & Sandy Finken; Ashley Arkfeld; Dean &
Marsha Langenfeld; Phil & Jean Croghan & girls

8 - $50 Winners — George & Julie Langenfeld; Jim McMahon; Doug &
Karen Wilwerding; Shawn Kierscht; Connie Lehan; Dean Erlbacher;
Chris & Ann Schweiso; Steve, DeDe & Sara Schnuettgen

Crossroads Reconciliation — Next Sunday, November 29, at
1:00, we will offer the sacrament of reconciliation to all our middle school
and high school students, at St. Mary’s Parish in Portsmouth. While this
is aimed primarily at younger people, older people are welcome to come
as well. Pizza will be available in the parish center at 12:30. If you would
like a ride, meet in the church parking lot at 12:15.

Reconciliation Schedule For Advent —

Have You Turned In Your Tithing planning card for 2010
yet? — Remember: It's not a pledge. Things can change. You can
always give more! (Or less if circumstances warrant it) The more

cards we get, the better we can plan for next year.

VIRTUS — There will be a VIRTUS (Protecting

Sunday

November 29

12:30 lunch/1:00 pm confessions for middle

and high school students in Portsmouth
SUNDAY DECEMBER 20 1:00 PM HARLAN

Ministry Schedule

God's Children) training session at St. Michael's Nov.26-29  Thanksgiving Saturday Sunday Sunday
rectory basement on November 29 at 1:00. Nov. 26 Nov. 28 Nov. 29 Nov. 29
Teachers, coaches and anyone who is involved with 9:00a.m. 5:00 p.m. 8:30 am. 11:00 am.
youth at St. Michael's on a regular basis is obligated Advent Ray & Maxine Chris & Mary Tepe | Dale, Leah &
to attend. You will need to register online. Please Wreath Book Family Kira Eng
call the parish office if you are planning to attend.

1st Lector | J.C. Salvo Elaine Sprague Tom Schmitz Gary Weihs
The Giving Crib — As an Advent practice, we 2nd Lector | Janice Schmitz Tim Sullivan Ernie Schnack Tammie Whitney
are once again offering you the opportunity o Eucharistic| Joyce Thraen (T Ray Chipman (T) | Joan Chamberlain (T)|Joe Brummer (T
pr.OVIde special C.h‘?er to P sople in .need by buying Ministers Do);ma Schmid(t ) Sr.yLindg Zahn(er) J.C. Salvo o Barb Schmitz( )
things for the Giving Crib. You pick up a paper Mike Schmidt MarvinBissen | Kristine Arkfeld | Joe Schmitz
ornament with a suggested gift; you buy the gift but Collin Schmidt Roger Bissen Ethel Defenbaugh | Jani Sorfonden
do not wrap it; you return it to the crib the next week. Janice Stowe DeaAnn Bissen | Carol Doran Ella Mae Staiert
You may take as many paper ornaments as you like. Mary Jane Swanson | Jan Blum Bonnie Klein Sherry Bierl
These gifts will then be given to West Central, which Joyce Rodenborn | Clarice Buman Tim Goeser Kathy Buman

will use them in taking care of the Adopt-A-Family

families in our community. All gifts must be in by Servers k/l;t()iisog For?ﬁ/th Slly(s“on .{Jones gmberllrllme@er Elri?r:maDBoldan
ey Forsy radley Jones eann Irimeier athan Doonan
Monday, December 14 Tim Goeser Lucas Kesterson | Jordyn Moser Madi Doonan
M - On S,unday’ quember 29, there Musicians | John Rosman Peg Lantz Peg Lantz Cindy Burchett
will be an Advent Fair in the Parish Center for all
children of St. Michael's who are in grades PreK-5. Cantors | John Rosman Jessie Bymes Nancy Osborn Donna Schmidt
Coffee and doughnuts will be shared by all and then
children and their parents will participate in Advent Ushers Bob Kramer Scott Koppold Sam Heese
stations together. Parents or grandparents are Marge Kramer Michelle Koppold | Tom Murtaugh
asked to attend with their child. Alex Markham Maxine Kwapiszeski | Bill Murtaugh
Justin Schechinger| Gerald Reinig Mary Sue Murtaugh
Ear'. Deadllng - 'te"?s for th_e November 29 Nov. 29 E.M. EIm Crest | E.M. Hospital & Money Counters
bulletin need to be. in thg offlce. by 9:00 am, Monday, Steve Finn Private Homes Jerry Chamberlain
November 23. Parish offices will be closed Thursday Riley Finn Leo Gaul Joan Chamberlain
and Friday, November 26 and 27. Tim Sullivan Phil Koesters

Jolene Koesters







