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Saint Michael's Parish

CHURCH
2001 College Place
Harlan, IA 51537

PARISH OFFICES
1912 18th Street
Harlan, IA 51537

The Second Sunday
of Advent

December 6, 2009

People of Zion, the Lord will come!

Parish e-mail: stmike@harlannet.com
Fr. Bob e-mail: rahoefler@harlannet.com
Religious Education e-mail:
stmikere@harlannet.com

Web page: L
www.stmichaelharlan.parishesonline.com
for Parish and Diocese

Pastor
Rev. Robert Hoefler
755-5244
(Emergency after hours: 755-2604)

Parish Minister
Rev. Mr. Pat Davitt
755-5244

Director of Faith Formation
Ms. Charlotte Willenborg
755-5366

Parish Secretaries
Ms. Kathy Hull
Ms. Sandy Wingert
755-5244

Parish FAX 755-2604
Parish Hall/Kitchen 755-5744

Shelby County Catholic School
Principal
Ms. Ann Andersen
755-5634
www.shelcocath.pvt.k12.ia.us

SACRAMENT OF
RECONCILIATION
4:00 P.M. Saturday or by appointment

SACRAMENT OF
THE SICK
Is celebrated by request. Notify the
office when a loved one is sick at home,
or in the hospital.

SACRAMENT OF
BAPTISM
Contact the office to set a date and
to register for pre-baptism class.

SACRAMENT OF
MARRIAGE
Wedding dates are set after
an initial interview with Fr. Bob.
Our diocese recommends a six

FROM THE PASTOR...

On November 19-21, seven of our young people attended the National Catholic Youth Conference in
Kansas City along with some adults: Dylan Greer, Joe Schmitz, Collin Schmidt, Molly Defenbaugh,
Breann Lehr, Makenzie Sullivan, Amber Buman, and Beth and Cassie Irimeier. Some of them offered
some thoughts about their experience there.

“I think going to church in Harlan is one way of experiencing faith, but when you get together with 20,000
other kids that are the same faith and in the same place for the same reason it's on a whole new level.
The experiences that you have are indescribable to anyone who was not there to feel the energy. The
message ‘12 disciples truly changed the world; imagine what could happen with 20,000’ really sticks in
my head. If everyone set out like the disciples imagine what our world would be like.” Dylan Greer

“| can't really put my experience at NCYC into words. Being with that many other people who believe in
the same faith as you is life changing. All of the workshops were great and helped tie in things that | may
not have understood. Still being at Mass with the whole Sprint Center full of people and more in another
location blew my mind.” Breann Lehr

“...0h! What a sight to see. 20,000 youth and their chaperones all in one place praising Jesus. It was
amazing. We were awestruck by the sea of people walking up the hill as we moved from the Sprint
Center to the Convention Center. We felt like we were experiencing what it would have felt like to a be
part of the Million Man March on Washington D.C. or the crowds of people who gathered to listen to
Jesus. Words cannot describe how uplifted we felt by all the songs, music and prayers. Meeting new
people from all over the United States, attending the workshops and concert was fun too. It gave us a
closer connection to Jesus and our faith. It is an experience we will never forget and encourage everyone
to goin 2011.” Kathy and Amber Buman

“Being with 24,000 (give or take) people made me realize just how much I've really grown in my faith
over the past year. I've learned that even though | feel alone a lot of the time, I'm so not. Jesus is always
with me. | was so blessed to go to Kansas City and would like to go again, but more importantly I'd like to
share my faith, joy, growth, and praise with all. NCYC was the best thing in my life so far, and the
memories that will last forever. May the LORD bless all of us as we walk in our faith.” Molly Defenbaugh

“I had a lot of fun talking to and meeting new people with the same faith as me. | met a lot of new people
and saw a lot of old friends. One thing | learned is that you don't have to go far to find people with the
same faith... really enjoyed waiting in line at the restaurants, no matter how long we had to wait (1-2
hours); everyone was in a good mood...” Beth and Cassie Iimeier

Some things just need to be experienced. | attended only the first half of the conference. (I needed to get
back here for the weekend.) However, it WAS an experience—a good, uplifting one. | would like to thank
the people who helped with the cost of the trip through their support of the waffle breakfast. | would also
like to thank all who helped with the middle-school dances—a big fundraiser for this event. | would like to
thank Barb Schmitz and Donna Schmidt, the primary coordinators of the NCYC for this parish. The next
NCYC will be in 2011 in Indianapolis. Any student currently in grades 7 through 10 will be eligible to
attend. If interested, call either Barb or Donna. We'd like to get you on board as part of preparing for the
trip. Yes, two years is a long time, especially to a kid. But these events don't just happen. St. Michael's
Parish is part of something much bigger. We hear it; we know it; but at NCYC, people experience it!
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