
 

 

SACRAMENT OF  
RECONCILIATION 

4:00 p.m. Saturday 
or by appointment. 

 
SACRAMENT OF  

THE SICK 

Is celebrated by request.  Notify the 
office when a loved one is sick at 

home, or in the hospital. 
 

SACRAMENT OF 
BAPTISM 

Contact the office to set a date and 
to register for pre-baptism class. 

 
SACRAMENT OF 

MARRIAGE 

Wedding dates are set after 
an initial interview with Fr. Bob. 
Our diocese recommends a six 

month period of preparation. 

FROM THE PASTOR . . . 
 
No More Regular Visits to Myrtue Hospital or Regular Communion Visits to Myrtue on Sunday—We hate 
to make this decision, but we are no longer able to get any names from the hospital. (The federal privacy 
law is being strictly enforced.) You can tell them that you are Catholic, but they won’t tell us you are 
there. As a result, we will go to the hospital only if someone calls to let us know that someone is there. 
This ends a long-standing tradition, but we have no choice. There is no point in us going if we can’t get 
names.  
 
This Saturday, our second graders celebrated the sacrament of reconciliation for the first time. It was a 
wonderful experience for them. However, it is doubtful that they will celebrate it very often from now on. 
We seem to have lost our appreciation for this sacrament, as witnessed by the small number of people 
who do celebrate it. When I visit with people, different things are brought up. There were bad memories 
from childhood, about priests who yelled at them. They went so often they had to make up something to 
say. Then came general absolution in some parishes, including here, where nobody went to confession, 
but all received absolution. They liked that better. (The only problem is that general absolution was set 
up only for emergency situations in which people might have no chance to go to confession later, such 
as soldiers going into battle. While it was done in some parishes, the bishop eventually said to stop doing 
it.)  People will say that they can just tell God that they are sorry. (That’s actually what they did in general 
absolution.) (It’s also the Protestant way of doing it.) There is no sacrament  (any sacrament) when only 
one person is involved. And there are those who really can’t think of anything that they do that is sinful. 
So people have lots of hang-ups.  
 
Today I would like to address only one. There are people who say, “I don’t even know how to go to 
confession anymore.” Here’s how it works. 
1. You confess your sins. You need not worry about exact numbers. You might be just as concerned 

about habits. These sins might be “in what you have done or in what you have failed to do”.  
2. You express your sorrow for these sins by praying an act of contrition. You can make one up or we 

will provide a copy of one. Never confess something you are not sorry about.  
3. You accept a penance as a commitment to try to do better. This penance might be a prayer or some 

action.  
4. You hear the words of forgiveness (absolution). The priest, acting in the name of Christ and the 

Church, tells you that your sins are forgiven. In that way, what  happened in the Gospels continues to 
happen—people heard Jesus tell them that their sins were forgiven.  

 
Next Sunday at 1:00, we will have our Advent communal penance service. We will have seven priests 
here to help with hearing confessions. I encourage you to take advantage of this opportunity. Prepare the 
way of the Lord into your heart.  
 

Pastor 
Rev. Robert Hoefler 

755-5244 
(Emergency after hours:  755-2604) 

 

Parish Minister 
Rev. Mr. Patrick Davitt 

755-5244 
 

Director of Faith Formation 
Ms. Charlotte Willenborg 

755-5366 
 

Parish Secretaries 
Ms. Kathy Hull 

Ms. Sandy Wingert 
755-5244 

 

Parish FAX  755-2604 
 

Parish Hall/Kitchen  755-5744 
 

Shelby County Catholic School 
Principal 

Ms. Ann Andersen 
755-5634 

www.shelcocath.pvt.k12.ia.us 

CHURCH   
2001 College Place 
Harlan, Iowa  51537 

 
PARISH OFFICES 

1912 18th Street 
Harlan, IA  51537 

 
Parish e-mail: stmike@harlannet.com 

Fr. Bob e-mail: rahoefler@harlannet.com 
Religious Education e-mail: stmikere@harlannet.com 
Web page: www.stmichaelharlan.parishesonline.com 

for Parish and Diocese 



 

 

Calendar for the Week of  December 14-20 
 
Monday Dec. 14 5:15 pm Mass in memory of Phil & John Carey 
            
Tuesday Dec. 15  7:00 am Men’s Scripture Study in Parish Office Meeting Room 
  9:30 am Mass in memory of Carl, Marie, Norman, & Mark Kramer   At Elm Crest 
 
Wednesday Dec. 16 8:15 am School Mass in memory of Bob Mathiasen and Dee Obrecht 
  7:00 pm Faith Formation Classes for Grades 6-12 
 
Thursday Dec. 17 7:00 am Women’s Scripture Study in Parish Office Meeting Room 
  12:00 noon Mass for the family of Joan Sondag 
  
Friday          Dec. 18 8:15 am School Mass in memory of Bob & Sophie Ertl 
 
Saturday Dec. 19 4:00 pm Confessions 
                                           4:30 pm Rosary 
  5:00 pm Mass for the people of St. Michael’s 
 
Sunday Dec. 20 8:30 am Mass in memory of Ashley Stamp, Bill Lambert, & Melvin & Hilda Buhman 
  9:30 am Faith Formation Teacher Meeting 
  11:00 am   Mass in memory of Brandy Chamberlain Harms and Leonard Stracke 
  1:00 pm PARISH COMMUNAL PENANCE SERVICE 
 
Sunday Mass is televised on cable TV (HMU Channel 23 at 4:00 pm on Sunday and Wednesday, on Mediacom Channel 18 and FMCTC Channel 48 at 
4:00 pm on Monday and Friday.)   

Grant Eternal Rest, O Lord, To: — Joanne Patterson, 
sister of Tiny Schmidt and Mary Jane Swanson of our parish. 
 
Reconciliation Schedule For Advent — 
Sunday December 13 2:00 pm Panama 
  4:00 pm Avoca 
  4:30 pm Portsmouth 
 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 20 1:00 PM HARLAN  
  3:00 pm Defiance 
 
Advent Calendar — Advent is a time to let your gratitude for 
the blessings in your life transform you into a messenger of the 
hope that Jesus promises to all. Preparations for Christmas often 
narrow our focus on ourselves and our immediate tasks at hand. 
Advent reminds us that hope is on the way. We hope the 
Reflections and Advent Actions inserted in the bulletin will help 
you become closer to Jesus and others on your journey through 
the Advent season. 
                        —The Social Concerns: Justice Committee 
 
Thank You — to all who contributed to the monthly Food 
Pantry collection last weekend. We took in a lot of food and $349. 
That is the best total for this collection in my memory! Also, thank 
you to all who have brought in things for the Giving Crib. It will 
brighten a lot of faces when these gifts are received.  
 
A Note About The Meaning Of Christmas —  (taken 
from the KC magazine): “G.K. Chesterson observed in a 1925 
newspaper column: ‘To be told to rejoice on Christmas Day is 
reasonable and intelligible, if you understand the name, or even 
look at the word. To be told to rejoice on the 25th of December is 
like being told to rejoice at a quarter-past eleven on Thursday.’” 
 
All Year ‘Round — we collect nickel-deposit bottles and 
cans. Just drop them off in the fenced area next to the garage.  

 
 
 

Readings For The Week  — 
 

Mon. 14th Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a Mt 21:23-27 
Tue. 15th Zep 3:1-2, 9-13 Mt 21:28-32 
Wed. 16th Is 45:6c-8, 18, 21b-25 Lk 7:18b-23 
Thur. 17th Gn 49:2, 8-10 Mt 1:1-17 
Fri. 18th Jer 23:5-8 Mt: 1:18-25 
Sun. 20th Mi 5:1-4a      Heb 10:5-10 Lk 1:39-45 

 Dylan Book Mona Peterson Joann Weihs 
 Kristine Gash Bruce Bruck Tina Buman Ocken 
 Bob Kramer Rozann Tresner Eileen Schmitz 
 Melvin Coenen Dolores Gross Amelia Zuniga 
 Kenny Kenkel Pat Schmidt 
           
Please call the office with names of those who are sick, or in need of 
our prayers.  And please call when their names can be taken off the list. 

Remember The Sick In Your Prayers And By Your Notes  
Or Visits:   

Tithing —  December 6 $       8,123 
 Needed each week 6,904 
 Difference 1,219 
           ( ) if deficit 
 Year to date $   (5,034)                                 

Need A Ride To Church? — The St. Michael’s van brings 
people to church every Sunday for the 11:00 Mass.  Need a ride?  
Call Tom Green (755-2627) during December. 
 
Have You Turned In Your Tithing Planning Card — for 
2010 yet? Remember: it’s not a pledge. Things can change. You can 
always give more! (Or less if circumstances warrant it.) The more 
cards we get, the better we can plan for next year.  
 

 

  



 

 

CYO Girls/Boys Basketball — Games will begin at 1:00. 
Sunday, December 13, at St. Michael’s: 
 St. Michael’s girls vs. Panama – 1st game 
 St. Michael’s boys vs. Panama – 4th game  
Sunday, December 20, at Earling: 
 St. Michael’s boys vs. Earling - 1st game 
 St. Michael’s girls vs. Earling - 4th game 
 

Come and cheer on our youth! 
 
The Giving Crib — As an Advent practice, we are once 
again offering you the opportunity to provide special cheer to 
people in need by buying things for the Giving Crib. You pick up 
a paper ornament with a suggested gift; you buy the gift but do 
not wrap it; you return it to the crib. You may take as many paper 
ornaments as you like. These gifts will then be given to West 
Central, which will use them in taking care of the Adopt-A-Family 
families in our community. ALL GIFTS MUST BE IN BY THIS 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15. 
 
Christmas Decorations — If you would like to make a 
memorial donation for Christmas flowers please place your gift 
in an envelope marked “Flower Donation.” Tell us in whose 
memory the money is given, and place it in the collection or mail 
it to the office at 1912 18th Street. The suggested donation is 
$20. Memorials received by December 14 will be printed in our 
bulletin on the fourth Sunday of Advent. 
 
Articles On The Benedictine Sisters — of Mt. St. 
Scholastica, Atchison, Kansas. Google PBS.org Religion and 
Ethics. Then look for the October 30, 2009 video. Click on 
“Monastic Life” and also one on “Building a Monastery of the 
Heart.” You can also check your local PBS station for the weekly 
program “Religion and Ethics Weekly”. (Sister Linda Zahner 
thought people in Shelby County might like to see this program, 
which aired on PBS on 10/30/09.) 

Area Events 
• Life After Loss Bereavement Support Group December 15 at 2:30 

pm in the Harlan Senior Center, 706 Victoria Street. All adults who 
have lost a loved one are welcome. 

• Fifteen Decade Rosary For Life Sunday, December 20, at St. Mary’s 
Church in Portsmouth, at 1:30 pm. 

 
The Greatest Gift — “And the greatest gift is love.” Husbands and 
wives, the most precious gift that you give to each other is your love. Why 
not renew your love with the experience of a Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Weekend. It’s a perfect Christmas gift. The next Weekend is in 
Cedar Falls, February 12-14. To register or for more information contact 
Roger and Marsha Luensmann at 563-927-4352. Please register six 
weeks in advance. Visit www.iowa-wwme.org for more information. 

St. Michael’s Faith Formation 
 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again 
I say, rejoice! The Lord is near. 

Upcoming Dates 
Dec. 13 Regular classes for Grades PreK-5 
Dec. 16 Regular classes for Grades 9-12 
 Junior High activity for Grades 6-8 
Dec. 20 No classes for students 
 Teacher meeting 9:30-10:45 
 Classes resume on January 10 
Dec. 23 No Classes (Christmas break) 
 Classes resume on January 6 

St. Michael’s Faith Formation 

Ministry Schedule 

Advent No volunteer Tammie Whitney Kim & Mark Zaccone 
Wreath             Family 
 
1st Lector Kathy Hull Austin Cuddie-Hudson Rob Kloewer 
2nd Lector Leo Kloewer Kevin Campbell Jane Klein 
   
Eucharistic DeaAnn Bissen (T)  Steve Mores (T) Gwen Kaufman (T) 
Ministers Roger Bissen Michelle Mores Mary Sue Murtaugh 
 Marvin Bissen J.C. Salvo Barb Schmitz 
 Gary Weihs Mary Jane Swanson Joe Schmitz 
 Diane Weihs Bill Wingert Ella Mae Staiert 
 Jan Blum Joan M. Chamberlain Sherry Bierl 
 Sr. Linda Zahner Kristine Arkfeld Tammie Whitney 
 
Servers Dan Riley Marcus Klein Maggie McGrath 
 Shannon Riley Taylor Klein Emily Pattee 
 Abby Riley Michael Klein Shelby Powers 
 
Musicians Kate Kohorst Cindy Burchett Konnie Schechinger
   Peg Lantz 
 
Cantors Orv Roecker Maryalyce Dotzler Donna Schmidt 
  
Ushers Gary Kenkel Sylvan Klein Mike Bierl 
 Joann Kenkel Bonnie Klein Sherry Bierl 
 Mick Schmidt Bob Hastert Emily Bierl 
 Cletus Schmitz J.C. Salvo Dan Schechinger 
  
Dec. 20 E.M. Elm Crest Private Homes Money Counters 
 Helen Langenfeld Mike Wilwerding Bruce Carl 
 Joyce Rodenborn Family Kathy Carl 
   Shelly Schmidt 

Dec. 19-20 Saturday Sunday Sunday 
 5:00 p.m. 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

From The Social Concern: Justice Committee 
 

Works of justice, peace and development is 
evangelization because Jesus, who loves us, is 
concerned with the whole person. 
Pope Benedict XVI Encyclical “Charity In Truth” 

Shelby County Catholic School News 
 

Shelby County Catholic School will sponsor a “Holiday Tour of Homes” 
next year, on Sunday, December 5.  If you would be willing to consider 
your home for this event, please contact us.  We know that it is very early 
to be thinking about a fundraiser a year in advance, but felt  anyone who 
might consider volunteering their home, would appreciate the advance 
notice. 

 2010 Holiday Tour of Homes Coordinators 
 Marcy Muenchrath 747-6031 and Chris Assmann 489-2094 




