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Saint Michael's Parish

CHURCH
2001 College Place
Harlan, IA 51537

PARISH OFFICES
1912 18th Street
Harlan, IA 51537

The Fourth Sunday
of Advent

December 20, 2009

Let the clouds rain down on the Just One!

Parish e-mail: stmike@harlannet.com
Fr. Bob e-mail: rahoefler@harlannet.com
Religious Education e-mail:
stmikere@harlannet.com
Web page: .
www.stmichaelharlan.parishesonline.com
for Parish and Diocese

Pastor
Rev. Robert Hoefler
755-5244
(Emergency after hours: 755-2604)

Parish Minister
Rev. Mr. Pat Davitt
755-5244

Director of Faith Formation
Ms. Charlotte Willenborg
755-5366

Parish Secretaries
Ms. Kathy Hull
Ms. Sandy Wingert
755-5244

Parish FAX 755-2604
Parish Hall/Kitchen 755-5744

Shelby County Catholic School
Principal
Ms. Ann Andersen
755-5634
www.shelcocath.pvt.k12.ia.us

SACRAMENT OF
RECONCILIATION
4:00 P.M. Saturday or by appointment

SACRAMENT OF
THE SICK
Is celebrated by request. Notify the
office when a loved one is sick at home,
or in the hospital.

SACRAMENT OF
BAPTISM
Contact the office to set a date and
to register for pre-baptism class.

SACRAMENT OF
MARRIAGE
Wedding dates are set after
an initial interview with Fr. Bob.
Our diocese recommends a six
month period of preparation.

Report From The Social Concerns: Justice Committee

Two weekends ago the committee asked the parish to think of Christmas giving to those in real need
as an option to giving all of our Christmas giving to our family and friends. How very GENEROUS you
arell Here is a list we have to date:

CFCA (Christian Foundation for Children and Aging):
Nine more people/families were added as sponsors. That brings to at least 55 adults or children that
will be helped on a monthly basis, throughout the year, from your generosity. Thanks!

FOOD FOR THE POOR:
$574 was collected in cash. Here is where the funds will go: 1000 pounds of rice and beans, 3
piglets, a goat, 40 chickens, 2 fruit trees, a sewing machine plus about two dozen people took the
catalog home to send in their own selections. Thanks!

FOOD PANTRY:
There was a great load of items donated that could easily be in the hundreds of dollars in value.
$349 in cash was donated to help with our food pantry right here at home. Thanks!

FAIR TRADE:
We have sold out of ground coffee but $450.00 was collected from the other coffee, tea and
chocolate. Could have sold a lot more but there has been a delay with the harvest (sound familiar?).
Hopefully, we will receive our next delivery toward the end of the month. Thanks!

WEST CENTRAL DEVELOPMENT:
It is hard to tell exactly how many people/families will be adopted. There were quite a number of
people who took the forms and said they would call to adopt from West Central’s list. Thanks!

It is difficult to put a dollar amount on how generous you have been. You have opened not only your
wallets but have more importantly opened your hearts to God’s precious people who are, by the way,
just like us.

FROM THE PASTOR...

Christmas is almost here. For months now, some have been hearing Christmas music in stores. For
weeks now, some have been hearing Christmas music in concerts. But this week, we will sing
Christmas music in church—and we will continue to sing it for the next two weeks. Some people
wonder why we don't sing it when everybody else does. The world sees Christmas Day as the end
of a wonderful season. (The shopping is over and the parties are over.) The Church sees Christmas
Day as the day to start celebrating after preparing for four weeks. The 12 Days of Christmas are
meant to be celebrated after Christmas Day. (It took the three wise men a while to get there—the
Epiphany.) Christmas is about the birth of God become man. Nobody really celebrates the birth of a
baby until the baby is here and safe. Then the beautiful new life can grow—and we can really cele-
brate. Christmas is not the end of anything; it is the beginning of the greatest story ever told—a
story that will end one day (hopefully) with Jesus Christ welcoming us into heaven. So enjoy the
music and the message of the Christmas season. And keep those decorations up for a while.
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Calendar for the Week of Dec. 21-27

I
Monday Dec.21  5:15pm
6:00-8:00 pm
Tuesday Dec.22  7:00 am
8:15am
Wednesday Dec.23  8:15am
Thursday Dec.24  5:00 pm
10:00 pm
Friday Dec.25  9:00 am
Saturday Dec.26  4:00 pm
4:30 pm
5:00 pm
Sunday Dec.27  8:30am
11:00 am

Mass in memory of Eugene Stewart
Confessions

Men’s Scripture Study in Parish Office Meeting Room
Mass for the living and deceased members of the Otto Klein family

Mass in memory of Jimmy Vandenberg

Mass in memory of Lavern & Cheryl Musich and Betty Kohles
Mass in memory of Lawrence & Esther Gaul and Raymond & Sidonia Book t

Mass in memory of Isidore & Meritta Schwarte and Russ Lefeber

Confessions

Rosary

Mass in memory of Juanita McCool and Norma Krantz & Joe
Mass for the people of St. Michael’s

Mass in memory of Dr. Ken Mueller & Steve Mueller

Sunday Mass is televised on cable TV (HMU Channel 23 at 4:00 pm on Sunday and Wednesday, on Mediacom Channel 18 and FMCTC Channel 48 at
4:00 pm on Monday and Friday.)

Grant Eternal Rest, O Lord, To: — Walt Staiert of our Remember The Sick In Your Prayers And By Your Notes
parish. Or Visits:
No More Regular Visits — to Myrtue Hospital or Regular Pat Schmidt Melvin Coenen Tina Buman Ocken
Communion Visits to Myrtue on Sunday—We hate to make this Kenny Kenkel Eileen Schmitz Brucs Bruck
decision, but we are no longer able to get any names from the gmlella ZCL;mga EOb Krar_rr1er ﬁ/lona F\’/stgr:son
hospital. (The federal privacy law is being strictly enforced.) You KQ ores oToss ozann fresner oann Yeins

. 4 ristine Gash
can tell them that you are Catholic, but they won't tell us you are
there. As a result, we will go to the hospital only if someone calls Please call the office with names of those who are sick, or in need of
to let us know that someone is there. This ends a long-standing our prayers. And please call when their names can be taken off the list.

tradition, but we have no choice. There is no point in us going if

we can't get names.

Readings For The Week —

Confession Is Still A Great Way To Prepare — for Mon.  21st Zep 3:14-18a Lk 1:39-45
the coming of Jesus Christ into our life. You are invited to accept Tue.  22nd 1Sm 1:24'28 Lk 1546'56
this gift from God by coming to the communal-penance service ¥‘:]e:r' git’g :\ga;_i"é"" %?22:1 " tt ;:'1571'26
this Sunday afternoon at 1:00 here at St. Michael's. If that doesn't Fri. 25th Is 52:7-10  Heb 1:1-6 Jn 14-18

work for you, you are invited to come for individual confessions on
Monday evening, beginning after the 5:15 Mass and available
until 8:00 or until the last confession is heard.

Sun.  27th 1Sm 1:20-22, 24-28 1Jn 3:1-2,21-24 Lk 2:41-52

Tithing — December 13 $ 8,043
Flower Memorials Given To The Parish — Ivo Needed each week 6,904
Coenen, Dr. Duane Harris, Jerome Kaufman, Marion Rosman, Difference 1,139
Maxine Thielen, Otto Klein, Mr. & Mrs. Joe Kramer, Perley () if deficit
Rosenow, Janice Kramer, Nick & Sally Schmitz, Leonard Schmitz, Year to date $ (3,895)

Ron Schmitz, Terry Blum, Barbara Morse, Jennifer Obrecht, Tom
Obrecht, Joe Weis family, Alma Bissen, Ashley Stamp, Betty
Kohles, Ed Plagman, Jake & Gen Jacobsen, Leonard & Alice
Fahn, Ralph Gessert, Don & Regina Gessert, EImo & Genevieve
Kimball, Mark Bruck, Dr. Bill Markham, Cherie Markham, Chuck
Defenbaugh, Dawn Defenbaugh, Betty Schmidt, Emie Petersen,
Marcia Jacobs, Donald Schechinger, Leo & Irene Mores, Bob

Mathiasen, and Dan Quinn.

+'The LORD

oz QT G'QD All Year ‘Round — we collect nickel-deposit bottles and cans.
1S near.

Need A Ride To Church? — The St. Michael's van brings
people to church every Sunday for the 11:00 Mass. Need a ride? Call
Tom Green (755-2627) during December.

Have You Turned In Your Tithing Planning Card — for
2010 yet? Remember: it's not a pledge. Things can change. You can
always give more! (Or less if circumstances warrant it.) The more cards
we get, the better we can plan for next year.

Just drop them off in the fenced area next to the garage.




H St. Michael’s Faith Formation

The Virgin is with child and shall bear
a son, and she will call him Emmanuel.

Upcoming Dates

Dec. 20 No Classes for students
Teacher meeting 9:30- 10:45
Classes resume on January 10

Dec. 23 No Classes (Christmas break)
Classes resume on January 6

Have a Blessed Christmas Season!

SHELBY COUNTY CATHOLIC SCHOOL NEWS
Shelby County Catholic School 5t grade gifls would like to have a
basketball team to play other area schools during January and into
February. They have the interest and enthusiasm, but they do not have
a coach. Is anyone in the six parishes interested in volunteering? They
could practice with the 6t grade girls in Earling from 4:00-5:30 on
Tuesdays and Thursdays. For information, please call Susan Berndt or
Duane Stangl at school—755-5634

Shelby County Catholic School will sponsor a “Holiday Tour of Homes”
next year, on Sunday, December 5. If you would be willing to consider
your home for this event, please contact us. We know that it is very
early to be thinking about a fundraiser a year in advance, but felt
anyone who might consider volunteering their home would appreciate
the advance notice.

2010 Holiday Tour of Homes Coordinators

Marcy Muenchrath 747-6031 and Chris Assmann 489-2094

CYO Girls/Boys Basketball — Games will begin at 1:00.
Sunday, December 20, at St. Earling:
St. Michael's boys vs. Earling — 1st game
St. Michael's girls vs. Earling — 4th game
Tuesday, December 29, at Defiance: (Games begin at 4:00)
St. Michael's girls vs. Defiance - 1st game
St. Michael's boys vs. Defiance - 3rd game
Sunday, January 3rd, at Portsmouth:
St. Michael's girls vs. Neola—1st game
St. Michael's boys have a BYE

Come and cheer on our youth!

Early Deadline —
Items for the December 27 bulletin must be in the office by 9:00

this Monday morning.

Theology of the Church and Sacraments — This 3-credit
course, held in the diocese, begins Friday evening, January 15, and
continues for six Saturday sessions. It is part of the Creighton Certificate
Programs co-sponsored by the Diocese and Creighton University;
instructor is Paulette Chapman, director of faith formation. Financial aid
is provided both by Creighton and the Diocese. For brochures or more
information: www.dmdiocese.org (“Faith Formation”) or the diocesan
office of lay ministry (formation@dmdiocese.org or 515/237-5058).

The 13% Day, — a film about the appearance of the Blessed
Mother at Fatima, will be screened in Denison at the Donna Reed
Theatre on Sunday, January 10, at 3:00. This screening is sponsored by
St. Rose of Lima Parish in Denison. There is no need for a ticket. A free-
will offering will be taken. The events at Fatima almost 100 years ago
continue to inspire people around the world.

Ministry Schedule
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.?hhr'StrT; S ffi rej‘vm Dec. 24-27 | December 24 December 24 December 25 December 26 December 27 December 27
€ panish offices Christmas Eve Christmas Eve Christmas Day Saturday Sunday Sunday
be closed on Decem- 5:00 p.m. 10:00 p.m. 9:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m. 8:30 am. 11:00 a.m.
ber 24 and 25. The 1st Lect Sarah Devi Barb Schmit Alice B Orv Roeck R Klei Barb Schmit
: st Lector arah Devine arb Schmitz ice Buman rv Roecker osemary Klein arb Schmitz
ne?(t We‘?k’ the parish 2nd Lector | Will Reinig Jim Kohles J.C. Salvo Paul Kruse Amber Irimeier Barbara Motsenbocker
offices will be closed on
December 31 and |Eucharistic | Jerry Lapke (T) Clarice Buman (T) | Carol Doran (T) Cari Freml (T) Carol Doran (T) Dave Erlbacher (T)
January 1. The emer- |Ministers JoAnn Lapke Joyce Thraen Julie Juhl Clarice Buman Ethel Defenbaugh [ Joe Brummer
; . Edward Reinig Joe Schmitz Jarod Juhl Ray Chipman Tim Goeser Kathy Buman
genCY number is 75](5 Phil Markham Joyce Rodenborn Pam Gubbels Janie Goeser Brian Gubbels Jamie Bymes
2604; we hope for Betty Markham Jo Kenkel Brian Gubbels Gwen Kaufman Pam Gubbels Julie Forsyth
none, but need to be Joe Zaccone Alan Kenkel Gary Kenkel Julie Juhl Annie Forsyth
ready just in case. Bill Wingert Marvin Bissen _ Austin Kesterson Jarod Juhl Carly Heese
A E t Servers Matt Devine Kenzie Mumm Pat Sullivan Pat Sullivan Andrew Mumm Amanda Schmidt
M - Thomas Devine Adam Zaccone Austin Mumm Chantel Schmidt
Fifteen Decade Rosary - - Paul Zaccone Malissa Andersen | Madison Schwery
for Life this Sunday,
December 20, at 1:30 Musicians | Kate Kohorst Peg Lantz John Rosman Rachel Goedken Peg Lantz Kate Kohorst
in St. Mary’ éh h i Nancy Osborn Konnie Schechinger
in ol. Mary's Lhurch a Cantors Maryalyce Dotzler | Donna Schmidt John Rosman Maryalyce Dotzler | Sarah Schumacher | Donna Schmidt
Portsmouth
Ushers Tom Powers Marvin Thraen Gerald Reinig Gary Kenkel Sylvan Klein Mike Bierl
All Year ‘Round Shelby Powers Laura Arkfeld-Mohr | Karen Sullivan Joann Kenkel Bonnie Klein Sherry Bierl
Connie Kohles Tim Sullivan Mick Schmidt Bob Hastert Emily Bierl
—  we collect soup and Jerome Kohles _ Makenzie Sullivan | Cletus Schmitz J.C. Salvo Dan Schechinger
cereal box labels for
the school. Just drop |Dec.27 E.M. Elm Crest E.M. Hospital & Money Counters
them off in the box at Private Homes Juliene Johnson
the back of church. Jan Blum Diane Weihs Leo Goesgr
Les Blum Leo Kloewer Joan Travis
Maxine Kwapiszeski







