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FROM THE PASTOR . . .

Thank you to all who sent cards for Christmas. Cards are my office Christmas decorations—and it's quite
a display. Over the years, | have continued the practice of sending a lot of Christmas cards. (I don't send
them to people in the parish. Where would | draw a line?) But | have appreciated getting them from many
of you as well as from many other people | have come to know over the years. It's only once a year in
many cases, but it’s nice to keep in touch. This has been particularly important in my family, which is and
has been scattered to the four winds over the years. Cards are nice; Christmas letters are nice, although
| have trouble accepting family letters “written” by the family dog. (Pets do provide an interesting
perspective on things, but not as a full-fledged member of the family.) This year, | got my first invitation to
get signed into somebody’s Facebook to check out pictures and news. I'm afraid that | don't have the
time to keep up with people that regularly. Also, | find it interesting how Facebook is changing the
meaning of “friends”, especially for people who have thousands of them. Our world is changing—
certainly in how we keep in touch with one another.

But the need to keep in touch has always been there. The need to be connected has always been there.
This weekend our Church celebrates the Feast of the Holy Family. After Christmas, we are reminded that
Jesus grew up in a human family. He needed to be connected—to relatives (who are occasionally
mentioned in the Gospels) and to people in the local community (even if they were the ones who had the
hardest time in the end accepting Him for who He was). | hope that all of you have had or are having a
chance to get reconnected or more deeply connected with family. And for those who have almost no
family, | hope that you have had or are having a chance to get reconnected or more deeply connected
with friends. God created us as social beings. Hemmits usually become hermits to make a statement
about the nature of the society in which they live. Even cloistered monks and nuns have a community
life. (That's why they often refer to each other as “Brother” or “Sister”. They just don't talk or travel as
much.) For this feast day, | offer this Parent's Prayer, written by somebody else whose name | don't
know. The idea for printing this prayer came after hearing a number of confessions of parents.

“O Heavenly Father, make me a better parent. Teach me to understand my children, to listen patiently to
what they have to say, and to answer all their questions kindly. Keep me from interrupting them or
contradicting them. Make me as courteous to them as | would have them be to me. Forbid that | should
ever laugh at their mistakes, or resort to shame or ridicule when they displease me. May | never punish
them for my own selfish satisfaction or to show my power. Let me not tempt my child to lie or steal. And
guide me hour by hour that | may demonstrate by all that | say and do that honesty produces happiness.
Reduce, | pray, the meanness in me. And when | am out of sorts, help me, O Lord, to hold my tongue.
May | ever be mindful that my children are children and | should not expect of them the judgment of
adults. Let me not rob them of the opportunity to wait on themselves and to make decisions. Bless me
with the bigness to grant them all their reasonable requests and the courage to deny them privileges |
know will do them harm. Make me fair and just and kind. And fit me, O Lord, to be loved and respected

and imitated by my children. Amen.”
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SACRAMENT OF
RECONCILIATION

4:00 p.m. Saturday
or by appointment.

SACRAMENT OF
THE SICK
Is celebrated by request. Notify the

office when a loved one is sick at
home, or in the hospital.

SACRAMENT OF
BAPTISM

Contact the office to set a date and
to register for pre-baptism class.

SACRAMENT OF
MARRIAGE
Wedding dates are set after
an initial interview with Fr. Bob.
Our diocese recommends a six
month period of preparation.







