








 
John the Baptist appeared in the desert proclaiming a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins... And this is what he 
proclaimed: 
“One mightier than I is coming after me. I am not worthy to 
stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals. I have baptized you 
with water; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”   
     - Isaiah 1:4,7-8 
 
The imagery of the passage is wonderful.  John is preaching a 
“baptism of repentance.”  The purpose is a forgiveness of sin.  
In the course of our spiritual journey, the journey of our life, 
there are periods spent in the desert, periods of isolation and 
self examination.  These are the moments that test our mettle; 
these may also be the moments of greatest honesty.  It is in 
these moments, when we see what we cannot.  The beauty of 
this is a realization of what God can.  This is Advent.  We wait, 
like night watchmen for the dawn; our hearts pine for the Lord, 
its only satisfaction.  We, like John, must call one another to 
reconciliation, to healing the wounds within ourselves and our 
relationships with one another.  This will prepare our hearts to 
receive the Lord every Sunday in the Eucharist.  This Tuesday 
the 8th and 9th graders will participate in our Advent penance 
liturgy.  It will allow them to complete one of the five precepts 
of the church, an obligation for all Catholics: participation in 
the Sacrament of Penance in Advent or Lent.   
 
Something to Think About: Next Sunday's Parish Night 
Movie is It's a Wonderful Life.  It's a wonderful way to reflect 
on how and why life remains wonderful in the midst of trials.  
It's also a nice reminder that great movies don't need to yield to 
base “realism.” Life is wonderful! 
 
CONFIRMATION, YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT NEWS: 

EVENTS! 
 

College Care Package 
Names for College Care Packages are being collected this 
weekend in the Church Vestibule. 
We will meet in the barn on Sunday, December 7 after the 
11:30 mass to assemble the packages; please bring items for 
donations and $5 to help defray the cost of mailing! 

8th & 9th Grade Advent Penance Service 
Tuesday, December 09, 7:30pm – In the Church – Mandatory  

Family Catechesis 
Wednesday, December 10, 7:00pm – This third family 
catechesis event will be held in the Church. 

Parish Movie Night 
Sunday, December 14, 6:00pm – Featuring It’s a Wonderful 
Life.  Admission is free!  Snacks and drinks available for 
purchase.  Feel free to bring blankets, lawn chairs, and friends! 

Youth Ministry Needs! 
Office Help: We are seeking teens to volunteer at the office 
between the hours of 3-5pm on Mondays & Wednesdays 

Retreat Opportunities: 
TBA 

(Youth Ministry continued) 
YOUNG ADULTS! 

(20’s & 30’s: Single or Married) 
Adult Movie Night 

Kearny Retreat Center 7:00pm – Featuring The Dark Knight in 
HD.  Admission is free!  We will have a small presentation and 
discussion on “the Joker” and the spiritual “Dark Night of the 
Soul.” 499 Belgrove Dr., Kearny, NJ 07032  

Festival of Praise 
Saturday, December 13 8:00 – 10:00pm – Hosted by the 
Franciscan Friars of the Renewal:  375 Thirteen Avenue 
Newark, NJ 07103 
FOP is Every Second Saturday of the Month 

Young Adults Wanted!!! 
We are looking to start a young adult group.  If you are in 
college or in your 20’s or 30’s and would like to be a part of 
the group, please contact Sam Chey. 
 
  
For more info. on any event, please call or e-mail me! 
Grace and Peace, 
Sam Chey, Coordinator of Youth Ministry 
schey@guardianangelchurch.org 
guardianangelym@yahoo.com  
201-934-5554 
Office Hours are 1-6pm MTWT and by appointment 

 
 
 
 

Nativity Reenactment & The 20th Anniversary 
Celebration of The Festival Of Lights                        

Sunday, December 21, 7:00PM 
At GUARDIAN ANGEL CHURCH 

 
Practices for the Nativity Reenactment 

OPEN TO ALL STUDENTS IN GRADES K -3 
   Sunday December  7   12:30PM –  1:30PM 
    Sunday December 14  12:30PM -   1:30PM 
   Sunday December 21   2:00PM  –  3:30PM 
Practices for the Festival Of Lights Choir 

OPEN TO ALL STUDENTS IN GRADES  4 – 12 
 Sunday November 16  1:30PM – 3:30PM 
 Sunday November 23  1:30PM – 3:30PM 

***Sunday November 30  4:00PM – 6:00PM *** 
special time 

            Sunday December    7  1:30PM – 3:30PM 
            Sunday December  14  1:30PM – 3:30PM 
            Sunday December  21  2:00PM – 5:00PM 
 

ALL PRACTICES IN THE CHURCH 
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO SIGN UP 
CALL KAREN OR TED CLARK at 201-327-8232 



First Reconciliation 
On Saturday December 6, forty two of our Religious 
Education students  received the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
for the first time.  The children have been preparing for this for 
several weeks.  They have learned the Ten Commandments 
which will help each of them to examine their conscience.  
They have also learned the Act of Sorrow. They and their 
families will gather in the church at either 11:00 or 1:00 for a 
Reconciliation Service which has been prepared especially for 
them.  Several priests from neighboring parishes will be on 
hand to hear the confessions of the students and their families.  
Please pray for the children as they continue the faith journey 
that they began at Baptism. 

Additional Advent Reconciliation Services 
Every year the Religious Education Office arranges for all of 
the students to attend a Reconciliation Service during Advent 
and again during Lent.  Each service is specifically prepared 
for a particular age group.  This year the schedule for the 
Religious Education Advent Reconciliation Services is: 
Tuesday December 2 7:30 PM Grades 6 & 7 
Tuesday December 9 3:30 PM Grades 3, 4 & 5 
Tuesday December 9 7:30 PM Grades 8 & 9 
While this is a requirement for the students as part of their 
Religious Education program, it is hoped that regular 
participation in the sacrament of Reconciliation will become a 
habit long after they have completed their formal Religious 
Education.  Families of the students as well as any other 
parishioners are welcome to join in these gatherings.  There 
will be priests from neighboring parishes on hand to hear 
confessions at these times. 
 
Guardian Angel will once again combine with St. Luke’s 
parish for an Advent Reconciliation Service on Thursday 
December 18 at 7:30 PM at Guardian Angel. 

IMPORTANT CHURCH SITES ON THE INTERNET: 
  
The Holy See                    www.vatican.va 
The Archdiocese of Newark              www.rcan.org 
The Church of the Guardian Angel 
                    www.guardianangelallendale.parishesonline.com 
Traveling and looking for Mass schedules?                  

Marriage Encounter Weekend  
“with the Lord a thousand years is like one day.”  Time passes 
so quickly in our marriage, also.  One day our spouse will be 
gone.  Have I worked to make our days together the best they 
can be?  The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend is 
March 13-15.  For more information visit their website at 
www.wwme.org  or  ca l l /emai l  (800)823-5683 
sylviav12@aol.com. 

GRADES 1 – 5 PRAYER PROGRAMS 
 
Each year the Religious Education office offers a series of large 
group activities for the children in our Summer Angel Wings 
Program and Home School Religious Ed.  The theme for the 
program this year is How can we become Peacemakers?  This 
past week, over 60 children and their parents met with Theresa 
Salameno, the creator of this program for our parish, and created 
a “Peace Collage” which will be displayed in the vestibule of the 
church when it is completed in the spring.  This collage was 
started by the children who attended a session of the program in 
October and will be added to by each subsequent group who will 
meet in March and April.  Once the craft portion of the program 
was completed the children gathered around the Christmas tree 
to sing Christmas Carols.  Each time the children meet, they are 
asked to bring their pennies.   At the end of the year all of the 
pennies will be combined to make a substantial contribution to a 
children’s charity which will be chosen by the students at a pizza 
party to be held in May.  The whole parish is invited to 
participate in this program by donating their pennies to our very 
own “Kids with a Cause.”   In the coming weeks you will see a 
container in the vestibule of the church in which you may place 
your contributions. 
Check the bulletin weekly for any updates on this very 
exciting program as it unfolds throughout the school year. 

 

TWO DAY CHRISTMAS CRAFT SHOW:  On Sunday, 
December 7th, Saint Joseph Regional H.S. 
in Montvale will be hosting its annual 
Christmas Craft Show from 10:00am until 
4:00pm, showcasing the talents of over 100 
crafts people and fine artists.  Admission 
is $2.00.  Children and senior citizens 
(65+) are free.  No strollers permitted.  

National Children's Memorial Day - December 14, 2008 
By Senate resolution and a bill introduced to Congress, 
the second Sunday in December has been set aside as 
National Children's Memorial Day and Annual Worldwide 
Candle Lighting. The Twelfth Annual Candle Lighting will 
take place this year on December 14th.  At 7 pm in every 
time zone, candles will be lighted in memory of all 
children who have died, creating a wave of light that will 
encircle the earth and create a virtual 24-hour memorial.   
The memorial candles are inexpensive and can be 
obtained locally. Please observe safety precautions for 
the lighting of candles in the home. 

“Merry Christmas, New York City!”  
Avery Fisher Hall, Lincoln Center 

Producers Lynn and Gene Geyer, parishioners of St. Mary’s 
in Mt. Vernon, NY created “Merry Christmas, New York 
City!” as an uplifting Catholic musical celebration and 
reminder to keep Chirst in Christmas.  Reprising his 2007 
role as emcee is  Raymond Arroyo, host of EWTN’s The 
World Over Live.  Musicians include Fr. Stan Fortuna and 
brother/sister duo, Fr. Charles and Laurie Mangano, joined 
by the Ballet Company of June Claire.  Also on hard are 
tenor, Al Barbarino and the Archdiocesan Festival Chorale 
directed by Dr. Jennifer Pascual.  Please join us on Saturday, 
December 20th at the 2:00pm Matinee!  Tickets are $50 with 
50% discount for groups of 10 or more and are available at 
www.lincolncenter.org or by phone at 212-271-6500 or at 
the Avery Fischer Hall Box Office located at Broadway and 
65th St.  For more details, please visit 
www.ColorBlindMusic.com. 




