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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT = DECEMBER 20, 2009

STEWARDSHIP is a way of life.

Thank you for your continued generosity
Stewardship Reflection
Humble Stewardship
“You, Bethlehem-Ephrathah, too small to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel.” -
Micah 5:1

MASS INTENTIONS
SATURDAY - DECEMBER 19
8:00a People of the Parish
5:00p Michael W. Lafferty r/b Joseph J. Lafferty
Billy Edgette r/b his family
Arthur Phiefer r/b Barbara & Walt Lane

SUNDAY - DECEMBER 20
7:30a Edward Strasser r/b Mary Margaret & John Master
9:00a Joseph & Rose Franchetti r/b their daughter
Cruz Family r/b Erberto David
11:00a Rosanna Callaghan r/b Christ the King Parish Staff
Dianne Wezner r/b the Wezner Family
Spec. Int. of Eileen McCardle r/b Joe & Anne Pillmeier

MONDAY - DECEMBER 21
8:00a Diane Marie Maslowski r/b the Maslowski Family
James Kerrigan r/b Mary Margaret & John Master

TUESDAY - DECEMBER 22
8:00a Carmela De Plato r/b Terry Marlin
Danny Jones r/b Ron & Arlene Boerum

WEDNESDAY - DECEMBER 23
8:00a Special Intentions of Rita DeVecchis
r/b The Vagnoni Family

THURSDAY - DECEMBER 24 ~ CHRISTMAS EVE
8:00a Special Intention
4:00p Carl Fuhrmeister r/b his Family

William & Claire Forebaugh r/b

daughter, Marybeth & family

Edward & Marie Diamond r/b their family
8:00p James & Dr. Vito Valecce r/b their family

Flora Recchino r/b Mrs. Jean Simone

Anthony Cavalieri r/b Mr. & Mrs. Richard Murray
10:00p People of the Parish

FRIDAY - DECEMBER 25 ~ CHRISTMAS DAY
8:00a Virginia H. Cappello r/b Nicholas Cappello
Kelly Marie Foley r/b Anne Foley & Karl Foley
Special Intentions of Schaeffer Family
r/b Mary Jane & Joe Grimes
10:00a Irene Fessler r/b her husband, Bill
Dorothy Kilkuskie r/b Stanley & Dorothy Kilkuskie
Michael Lubrano r/b Mr. & Mrs. Matt Feinstein

SATURDAY - DECEMBER 26

8:00a Mrs. Antonia Cardoza r/b Carlos & Irene Bado

5:00p Dr. A Jos & Margaret Hughes r/b Margaret P. Hughes
Patricia Fulton r/b Mary & Ed Gramigna
Rose Pennise r/b the Gancarz Family

To Pverything There Is A Season, and A Time
Jor Pyery Purpose Under Heaven” Ececlz

...a time Lo pe porn...
Brooke Elizabeth Dunn

...a time lo welcome...

...a time lo be married...

...a time to be healed...

Edward Barniskis * Rosamund Brickley ¢ John Cavanaugh
* Elaine Celenza ¢ Colleen Colsey « Mary Constantino ¢
Patricia Coyne * Tom Darragh ¢ Christine DeFeo
Marguerite Donahue ¢ Joan Dragonette * William Fessler ¢
Doris Forebaugh « Baby Declan Gallagher ¢
Baby Patrick Gallagher ¢ Pastor Bill Getman °
Marian Garrison « Catherine Haas « Maureen Harris ¢
Ana A. Howell ¢ Debbie Ivins « Connie LaRosa *
Kevin McCarthy « Casey McCormick ¢ Paul McGuigan °
Janet Montegna * Milissa Morrisey * Theodore Munkacsy
* Eleanore Pflugfelders John Plunkett «

Paul & Eleanor Raake * Meghan Reed ¢ Allison Shea ¢
Harry Smith « Russell Stewart « Claire Taylor «
Anthony Terrameo *Evie Treganowan « Mark Tucker ¢
Carmella Tursi * Karen Visel « Bob & Marge Wallace *
Candy & Jim Yurkonis « and all of our parishioners who
are hospitalized or homebound.

...a lime lo die...

As a faith community it is very important that we pray for one other —
especially the sick. If someone in your family is sick please let us know

by calling the office and we will add your loved one to the above list.

Adoration Chapel Candles burn

0 In loving memory of Kelly Foley
= requested by Anne Foley 4
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\ In loving memory of Joseph & Simone Liberti \
requested by Patricia Liberti

In loving memory of Sheila Jayne Del Roccili Springer
requested by Marie Del Roccili

In loving memory of Rachel & Rocco Falconiero
& the Del Roccili Family
requested by Marie Del Roccili

Please remember the military members of
our parish and all who are currently serving
on active duty. Keep them and their families
in your prayers, most especially during this
holiday season.

Kevin Burke, US Army
Rebecca Burke, US Army
Capt. Steve Greene, USN
Please contact the office to add to this list.




LITURGY
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First Reading: Micah 5:1-4a
Micah speaks of the ruler who will come from
Bethlehem. He discusses how the people of Israel will be
saved from corruption and live in peace.

Second Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10

Paul describes to the Hebrews how Jesus came into the
world and offered to do God's will. We were saved
through his sacrifice, the only offering sufficient for the
sins of the world.

Gospel: Luke 1:39-45

Mary paid a visit to Elizabeth, whose baby stirred in her
womb upon hearing Mary's greeting. Elizabeth filled
with the Holy Spirit, cried out, "Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb."
Elizabeth was deeply overjoyed that the words God had
spoken to Mary had now been fulfilled.
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday
Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Lk 1:39-45
Tuesday
1Sm 1:24-28; Lk 1:46-56
Wednesday
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Lk 1:57-66
Thursday

Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 144, 16; Lk 1:67-79
Vigil of Christmas (evening): Is 62:1-5; Acts 13:16-17,
22-25; Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25
Nativity of the Lord/Christmas
Midnight: Is 9:1-6; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14
Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20
Day: Is 52:7-10; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14
Saturday
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Mt 10:17-22

A Family Perspective

Mary was excited with her first pregnancy and rushed to
tell her cousin. Some consider children as a liability, a
“mouth to feed” or an obstacle to a career. While
Christmas is “for children” it is also “for adults to
appreciate the gift children are to us.”

The Adoration Chapel will be closed
on the following dates:
Dec. 24, 25, 26 and
Dec. 31,Jan 1, Jan 2

REFLECTIONS ON READINGS

First Reading: Micah 5:1-4a

If Jesus came to bring peace, why do we still have war in
our world? Why do we sometimes experience a lack of
peace in our lives, in our families, among our friends, or
in relationships with other people? When have you
experienced the peace of Jesus? How can you bring that
peace to others? During these final days of Advent, how
will you show that you are a follower of the Prince of
Peace?

Second Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10

We often think of God's will as something hard to do.
What if "God's will" meant something that exactly fit the
talents and abilities God gave you? Does God's will
always mean big things or major decisions? How can
you do God's will in your everyday life?

Gospel: Luke 1:39-45

Mary went to help Elizabeth. Mary then had a happy and
joyful experience and was blessed by her cousin.
Think of a time when you helped someone. How were
you blessed? Did you recognize some of the words in
this reading as part of the Hail Mary?

Pray together now:

Leader: Blessed Mary, help us to be more willing trust
the Lord's words to us.

All: Hail Mary, full of grace . . .

Gluten Free Communion
Hosts
Now Available

For  those  with  gluten
intolerance — we are happy to
offer you a gluten-free altar bread. Please contact the
Parish Office if you would like to receive Eucharist with
the gluten-free bread.
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LIFELONG FAITH FORMATION

Adult Faith Formation

Dear Friends,

Happy Fourth Sunday in Advent! We walk into this last week of Advent with a Reflectionon t hi s weekds
readings, a Ritual to help us stay focused during the busy weekaheada nd a not e of gratitudeé.

Reflection: On this last Sunday before Christmas, we are gently led into the depths /\
of the Christmas mystery. In our first_reading, Micah prophesied the birth of the )

Savior from the very least of the clan of Judah. Then and now, God’s intervention ‘>
often shatters our expectations. The Savior was born in lowliness and His reign is a dl/(au/ ggigff‘{ ate Yoy
5 q- . g wonten A
work of peace, not a control of power. Jesus’ life would show us what our lives o :
should be...simple, compassionate, strong, yet gentle, courageous, loving and yes, ‘
obedient to the Father, even to His death. In the Gospel we heard the beautiful story
of the Visitation of Mary to her elderly cousin, Elizabeth, who was also pregnant.
They both show us the way to our being overshadowed by the Spirit by offering their own bodies in cooperation with
God’s plan of salvation. Our encounters with God always lead to an annunciation and incarnation of that presence within
each of us, and an unprecedented blessedness as we share in the very life of God! In our reaching out to one another, God
is present. In our visits to the sick, the elderly or imprisoned, God is present. In our daily striving to do and be the best
we can, God is present. In all our daily dying to self, God is present. This is incarnation: God is present, Emmanuel—
God-with us! . This is the depth of the Christmas mystery: we too, incarnate the Divine Presence—it is God’s plan of
salvation. Elizabeth said to Mary...Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be
fulfilled. May her words be true for each and every one of us...here and now and forever more! (adapted from Living Liturgy)

Ritual: This week, light all four candles on your advent wreath and pray: Lord, You promised us a light to shine in our
darkness. Teach us to wait in patience and to prepare with joy... and at the end of the meal, extinguish the candle and say
Carry the light in your hearts! (from Family Prayer for Family Times) Each day during the week, try to take a few holy pauses
to reflect on one sentence, a thought about the readings from each day:

Sunday---Elizabeth gave praise for God’s stunning intervention in a lonely life. She teaches us to trust God as biblical
women did, sure that surprising interventions can bring great good. Do we trust like that?

Monday---Though both Mary and Elizabeth first questioned God’s will, they moved to the enormity of God’s blessings
and the joy they bring. Together they marveled how the impossible happened. Do we?

Tuesday---Mary’s canticle of joy, the Magnificat, was a song of praise even in the middle of perplexity. Facing enormous
challenges, her response is a never-doubting, perfect one. May ours be the same.

Wednesday---The joy of John’s birth is enriched by his father, Zechariah, breaking his long silence by agreeing with his
mother’s name choice. The hand of the Lord was with him as it is with all of us.

Christmas Eve---This Gospel is a repeat from earlier in Advent-Jesus’ family tree! His life was enmeshed in gritty human
stories, just like ours. The Incarnation blesses us all as we journey with Him.

Christmas Day---John reminded us that the Word pitched His tent in us...a reason for celebration. He chose to dwell not
only among us, but within us, a human like ourselves. Do we act with the confidence and kindness of those who carry
God within? Let our Christmas response be a celebratory, grateful yes!

Special thanks---to all of you who responded so beautifully last week in the second collection for the Retired Religious
men and women in our country for a total of $6,000-such a tribute to all who may have touched your lives. Thank you
too, for all those who bought our IHM Christmas cards with a novena of Masses...every single IHM convent prays every
single day at morning prayer for all of our benefactors—Iliving and deceased. You are all in that generous group, now and
evermore!

Have a bl essed Ch rblessngtooaesamtherd Siater Jarfice i st ma s
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Religious Education News

Christ the King School News

Calendar of Events

Calendar of Events

Dec. 21 | Monday | Classes

Dec. 28 | Monday | NO CLASSES

Dec. 23 | Prayer Service 9am
Christmas Holiday begins 12:30 dismissal

Jan.5 | Monday | Classes

Coming in January — Liturgy
of the Word with Children
during the 11:00 Mass
beginning on January 10,
2010. Thank you to the loving
volunteers who responded to
our call.

PARENTING POINTERS - Christmas is almost over
as far as our culture is concerned. Be counter-cultural.
You don't want to be a Grinch about Christmas, but you
can steal some moments of quiet prayer in the dark with
your children. Light a candle and pause.

Take time to savor each gift you open and appreciate the
giver. Help your children learn that as they receive, so
they are also responsible for giving. Choose a charity to
support as a family. Remember, those who have less
through prayer and a donation.

Coat Drive- We will again be sponsoring a coat drive
for the Rotary Club. They are collecting gently used
coats. If you are cleaning out your closets, please send
in the coats! The coat drive will run through December
into January, usually around the Epiphany. Please send
coats into school to Mrs. Dunn’s classroom.

The following students placed

3rd in the Fourth Annual Holy
Cross H.S. Math Competition on December 8th, 20009.
The participating students were Matt Caltabiano, Claire
Gallagher, Andrew Schallenhammer, Nick Vigilante,
Nico Barnaba, Scott Dunn, Maddie King, and Katie
Morton. Matt Caltabiano placed in the top 8 for the
individual round. The seventh grade team of Nico,
Scott, Maddie, and Katie placed third in the group
competition. There were 23 schools and about 180
students participating. Congratulation to our outstanding
math students from CKRS, along with Mrs. Kathleen
Dunn for her hard work! Great job to all!

WHY JESUS IS BETTER THAN SANTA CLAUS
Santa lives at the North Pole ...
JESUS is everywhere.

Santa rides in a sleigh ...
JESUS rides on the wind and walks on the water.

Santa comes but once a year ...JESUS is an ever present
help.

Santa fills your stockings with goodies ...
JESUS supplies all your needs.

Santa comes down your chimney uninvited ...
JESUS stands at your door and knocks, and then enters
your heart when invited.

You have to wait in line to see Santa ...
JESUS is as close as the mention of His name.

Santa lets you sit on his lap ...
JESUS lets you rest in His arms.

Santa doesn't know your name, all he can say is "Hi little
boy or girl, what's your name?" ...

JESUS knew our name before we did. Not only does He
know our name, He knows our address too. He knows
our history and future and He even knows how many
hairs are on our heads.

Santa has a belly like a bowl full of jelly ...
JESUS has a heart full of love.

All Santa can offer is HO HO HO ...
JESUS offers health, help and hope.

Santa says "You better not cry" ...
JESUS says "Cast all your cares on me for | care for
you.

" Santa’'s little helpers make toys ...
JESUS makes new life, mends wounded hearts, repairs
broken homes and builds mansions.

Santa may make you chuckle but ...
JESUS gives you joy that is your strength.

While Santa puts gifts under your tree ...
JESUS became our gift and died on a tree.

It's obvious there

is really no J”,—f -_?l
comparison. (e Yol
We need to 1
remember WHO .
Christmas is all

about.

We need to put
Christ back in
CHRISTmas

' lr ]
Jesus is still the ;_,h}
reason for the season.
Yes, Jesus is better, he is even better than Santa Claus.



http://www.faithclipart.com/image/santa-kneeling-beside-baby-jesus.html

CHRISTMAS MASSES
Christmas Eve
Thursday, December 24
4:00 pm IN CHURCH -CHILDREN’S LITURGY
4:00pm IN SCHOOL GYMNASIUM
8:00 pm- IN CHURCH
10:00pm- IN CHURCH

Christmas Day
Friday, December 25
8:00AM and 10:00AM

Christmas

Schedule of
Services

Confessions
Confessions
Saturday, December 19 — 3:30-4:30pm
Tuesday, December 22 — 7:00-8:00pm
Feast of The Holy Family

Regular Sunday Schedule
Saturday, December 26 - 5:00pm
Sunday, December 27
7:30am, 9:00am and 11:00am

New Year's Schedule
Thursday, December 31 - 5:00pm
Friday, January 1

8:00am and 10:00am

A Letter from Jesus about Christmas

Dear Children,
It has come to my attention that many of you are upset that
folks are taking my name out of the season.

How | personally feel about this celebration can probably
be most easily understood by those of you who have been
blessed with children of your own. I'don't care what you
call the day. If you want to celebrate my birth, just get
along and love one another.

Now, having said that, let me go on. If it bothers you that
the town in which you live doesn't allow a scene depicting
my birth, then just get rid of a couple of Santas and
snowmen and put in @ small Nativity scene on your own
front lawn. If all my followers did that, there wouldn't be
any need for such a scene on the town square because
there would be many of them all around town.

Stop worrying about the fact that people are calling the
tree a holiday tree, instead of a Christmas tree. It was |
who made all trees. You can remember me anytime you see
any tree.

Decorate a grape vine if you wish: | actually spoke of that
one in a teaching, explaining who | am in relation to you
and what each of our tasks were. If you have forgotten that
one, look up Jn 15:1-8.

If you want to give me a present in remembrance of my
birth, here is my wish list. Choose something fromit:

1. Instead of writing protest letters objecting to the way my
birthday is being celebrated, write letters of love and hope to
soldiers away from home. They are terribly afraid and lonely
this time of year. | know, they tell me all the time.

2. Visit someone in a nursing home. You don't have to know
them personally. They just need to know that someone cares
about them.

3. Instead of writing the president complaining about the
wording on the cards his staff sent out this year, why don't
you write and tell him that you'll be praying for him and his
family this year. Then follow up. ... It will be nice hearing
from you again.

4. Instead of giving your children a lot of gifts you can't
afford and they don't need, spend time with them. Tell them
the story of my birth, and why | came to live with you down
here. Hold them in your arms and remind them that | love
them.

5. Pick someone that has hurt you in the past and forgive him
or her.

6. Did you know: that someone in your town will attempt to
take their own life this season because they feel so alone and
hopeless? Since you don't know who that person is, try giving
everyone you meet a warm smile; it could make the
difference.

7. Instead of nit-picking about what the retailer in your town
calls the holiday, be patient with the people who work there.
Give them a warm smile and a kind word. Even if they aren't
allowed to wish you a "Merry Christmas" that doesn't keep
you from wishing them one. Then stop shopping there on
Sunday. If the store didn't make so-much money on that day,
they'd close and let their employees spend the day at home
with their families.

8. If you really want to make a difference, support a
missionary - especially-one who takes my love and good news
to those who have never heard my name.

9. There are individuals and whole families in your town who
not only will have no “Christmas" tree, but neither will they
have any presents to give or receive. If you don't know them,
buy some food and a few gifts and give them to the Society of
St. Vincent de Paul or some other charity which believes in
me and they will make the delivery for you.

10. Finally, if you want to make a statement about your belief
in and loyalty to me, then behave like a Christian. Don't do
things in secret that you wouldn't do in my presence. Let
people know by your actions that you are one of mine.

Don't forget; | am God and can take care of myself. Just
love me and do what | have told you to do. I'll take care of
all the rest. Check out the list above and get to work; time
is short. I'll help you, but the ball is now in your court.

And do have a most blessed Christmas with all those
whom you love and remember:
I love you, Jesus



