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Priest Ordination set for May 29" for Three to serve our diocese.
FPriesthood Ordination is the culmination of many years of discernment, prayer and study by seminarnans and
through our vocation prayers and other support we have been companions on their journey. The three to be
ordained this month are  REV. MR. MATTHEW BENJAMIN, REV. MR. EVAN HARKINS, REV. MR PHILIP
LUEBBERT.
IMark You Calendars & Plan on Attending the Priesthood Ordination at 10:00 a.m. On May 29", We can show our
support for these men who have spent over 6 years in preparation to serve the Church. We are encouraged to
camool to the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in KC, MO to expenience this celebration and enjoy the

reception following Mass. Here are short statements on each as shown on the Diocesan Vocations webpage.

Rev. Mr. Matthew Benjamin
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary - 4th year Theology
Home Parish: Cathedral, Kansas City, Birthday: September 2™

I'm looking forward to continuing my theological studies in St. Louis this fall. | have
discerning my vocation to the priesthood for several years and have affiliated to the
Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph over the last year, a transplant from New Orleans.

| grew up in a military family but was born in Columbia, MO. Needless to say my
family moved many times in my youth and then | joined the Marines after high school. |
had thought abut being a priest from an early age and | consider it to be a blessing to be
back in my state of birth to finish my studies for the priesthood.

Today on this "the Feast of the Assumption,” | thank the Holy Mother for her
intercession. | have found in my discernment that the rosary is the most powerful prayer.
| would also like to thank my mom and dad for all of their prayers and support and say, "l love you.”

| look forward to seeing everyone in the parishes and know that you are in my prayers.

Rev. Mr. Evan Harkins
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary; 4th year Theology
Home Parish: Our Lady of Good Counsel, Kansas City, Birthday: August 11™

In his book on the priesthood, Blessed Columba Marmion describes the priest in this
way: "In this man of ordinary appearance there resides a power which is truly divine. He
speaks, and Christ descends on the altar to be immoelated. The penitent, overwhelmed with
the weight of his fauits, kneels before him and, in the name of God, the priest says: 'Go in
peace™

| first began to think about becoming a priest when | was eight years old. At the

beginning, it was more of a question than an answer: Did God want me to be a priest? The
answer came in my prayer and in my pursuit of the priestly vocation by entering seminary.
All together, I've spent over ten years in seminary: high school, college, and theology. |
leamed a great deal of our Faith and about the priesthood specifically, and working all
those years with a spiritual director, | came to know God maore deeply and myself more honestly. It was this process that
provided that answer to my question from all those years ago.

| was greatly encouraged and inspired by examples of genuinely holy lives: holy priests serving the people of God,
my parents and other couples fully embracing their vocation to marriage, and stories and writings of the many saints in
the history of the Church. Please keep me in your prayers as | study these last months before ordination.

Rev. Mr. Philip Luebbert
Holy Apostles College and Seminary; 4th Year Theology
Home Parish: Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Independence,
Birthday: September 24™
| was in the seminary during my high school, college years, and two years of

theology. At age 23 | realized | was not ready--in terms of spiritual maturity, human
experience, and the knowledge needed-—for answering the call to the priesthood.

| worked as a layman for many years, and my desire to become a priest remained
strong. | belonged to several parishes and developed habit of going to daily Mass,
even as | worked. | became a Benedictine oblate of a monastery in the Midwest.

| applied at three different dioceses in the mid-west and was not accepted. However,
my jobs were an excellent preparation for major seminary. Working at a shopping mall and at a vwal-wart, weanng me
blue vest, | developed a service attitude — "How may | help you?" The service work experience was much more valuable
than sitting in an office giving commands would have been.

Finally, | applied in 2005 and was accepted for sponsorship by Bishop Robert Finn of the Diocese of Kansas City-5t.
Joseph. | am grateful to God for his grace in being with me and to our Blessed Mother for helping my vocation stay
intact for over thirty years as a layman.







