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St. Monica First Annual First
Communion Clothing Drive

This year we are holding our first annual clothing
drive for those students receiving First Communion.
With the increase in job layoffs and prices on
everything going up, we understand that it may be
difficult for some families to buy an outfit for their
child for First Communion. We are asking for the
following items to be donated:

Boys - Khaki, black or blue dress pants, white
dress shirts, ties (with no cartoon type
character on them), suit jackets and/or
suits, and dress shoes.

Girls - First Communion dresses, and/or any
white dress and white dress shoes.

We will be collecting the clothing on March 29th
and April Sth, after all the Sunday Masses, over in
the school hall. Please do not drop them off at the
church. Also, please make sure that all used clothing
items are clean. We thank you in advance for your
help with this project.

If you have any questions please contact Claire
Tebeau at the Religious Education office at 978-686-
9573 ext. 141 or by email stmonicaS@gmail.com.

ATTENTION PARENTS OF STUDENTS IN GRADES K-8

Save the Date! The Office of Religious
Education is sponsoring a Safety Fair for
parents on Tuesday, April 7, 2009, in the School
Hall from 6:00 - 8:30 p.m. Notices were
distributed to students during classes last
weekend. The featured speaker of the Evening
is Carrie Monahan from the Community
Awareness and Prevention Team of the Essex
District Attorney’s Office. Her presentation
begins at 7:00 p.m. and will cover the common
risks associated with Internet and cell phone use
such as cyber-bullying, revealing too much
information, predators and what parents can do
to minimize those risks. Admission is free. No
registration is required. For more information,
please call the office at (978) 686-9573.

PRAYER SHAWL MEETING

There will be a meeting of the Prayer
Shawl Ministry on Wednesday, April 8th
at 7:00 p.m. If you like to knit or crochet
and would like to become a part of this
ministry where the members knit or cro-
chet shawls for the sick in the parish,
please call Mary Pelletier at 978-681-
0494 for more information.

Confirmation Class
April 5, 2009 - School Hall 7:15 pm - 9:30 p.m.

The Passion of the Christ Movie by Mel Gibson
= Mel Gibson’s well-publicized production The Passion of the Christ concerns the last 12 hours in the life

GRADES 9 & 10

THE 28 of Jesus of Nazareth. The dialogue is spoken in the ancient Aramaic language, along with Latin and

PASSIGN

Hebrew. In the Garden of Gethsemane near the Mount of Olives, Jesus (James Caviezel) is betrayed
by Judas Iscariot (Luca Lionello). Jesus is condemned to death for blasphemy and brought before

Pontius Pilate (Hristo Naumov Shiopov), the Roman governor of Judea, for sentencing. The roaring crowd demands His
death, so Pilate orders His crucifixion. Jesus is severely beaten and made to carry His cross up to Golgotha, the hill
outside Jerusalem, where He is nailed to the cross. Romanian theatrical actress Maia Morgenstern plays Mary, Mother of
God, and Italian superstar Monica Bellucci plays Mary Magdalene. Amid much controversy involving Gibson and various
religious organizations, The Passion of the Christ received an international theatrical release in February of 2004. (Note:

Rated R - Sequences of Graphic Violence).

If I were to describe Mel Gibson’s Movie, The Passion of the Christ, in one word, that word would be “intense.” The
movie, The Passion, is the most emotionally intense movie | have ever seen. If you are like me, you will experience
fear, disgust, surprise, and shock. You will also spend much of the movie crying.

God Bless,
Wendy Adams
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(2 7 Pro-Life Corner
To be Catholic is to be Pro-Life

Baby Bottle to support the
Pregnancy Care Center

The Baby Bottle Campaign is used to fund
Pregnancy Care Center programs that provide
help to women & men in crisis pregnancies with
positive alternatives to abortion, sexual integrity
education and post abortion recovery. This is
your opportunity to partner with your local ‘home
town mission’ to celebrate LIFE!

These services are free and are supported by local
churches, businesses and individuals.

Please take a bottle home, then, as a family, fill them with
checks (made payable to PCC), cash or coins, and return
them to the church no later than Sunday, April 5th. As
you will see from the insert inside the bottle, you may list
the name and address of a person you wish to honor. The
PCC will send a special card to them showing that you
have made a gift for life in their honor. This insert will
also describe your opportunity to become a monthly part-
ner “Friend of Life” with the PCC.

A Rose for Life

Please contact Kathy Garon at the parish office, ext.112.

Fourth Sunday of Lent

March 22, 2009

Pro Life Committee
There will be a Pro Life Committee
meeting on March 30th at 6:15 p.m. at
St. Theresa’s House (house next to
rectory). All are welcome to attend. We
are discussing plans for a Baby Shower
for pregnant moms in need.
If you have any questions, please call
Kathy Garon at 978-683-1193.

PRAYER FOR OUR SOLDIERS
During these difficult times, we
remember those family members
“2@ and friends in far away places. Let

# us lift in prayer the many women and

men serving overseas in our Armed
Forces. May they know of our respect and
gratitude and be kept safe in the Lord’s love.
Amen.

12

Sunday, March
7:30, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m. Masses

10:30 a.m. RCIA
6:00 p.m. LifeTeen Mass
(Confessions 1/2 hour before each Mass)

Monday, March 30

8:00 a.m. Daily Mass

Tuesday, March 31

7:00 a.m. Daily Mass

6:30 p.m. Bereavement Group

7:00 p.m. Catechism of the Catholic Church

Wednesday, April 1
7:00 a.m. Daily Mass

Thursday, April 2

7:00 a.m. Daily Mass

3:30 p.m. Children’s Choir Practice
6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Practice

Friday, April 3
7:00 a.m. Daily Mass

6:30 p.m. Bible Study (Fr. Jim)
7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross

Saturday, April 4

7:00 a.m. Men’s Spirituality Group
(Office Conference Room)

8:00 a.m. Daily Mass

3:00 - 3:45 p.m. Confessions
4:00 p.m. Mass

Bible Study - The Bible Study Group on
Monday evenings with Deacon Andy Goldy
and Mike Tompkins has completed this
session. It will resume again in September
and will cover Corinthians 1 & 2. Please
watch the bulletin for the exact time and
date.

Spiritual Development Committee Meeting
The Spiritual Development Committee
(formerly known as the Liturgy Committee)
will be meeting this Wednesday, April 1st at
6:30 p.m. in the parish office conference room.
We will be finalizing plans for Holy Week. If
you would like to volunteer to help, please join
us.
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Prayer for Vocations

Most Holy Virgin, certain of your intercession,

we pray that the mysteries of the Risen Christ
and of the Holy Spirit may enlighten many to
become willing and generous servants of the
Church. We pray for our youth to whom the Lord ad-
dresses a special invitation of closer fellowship. May they
refuse to be carried away by the things of this world, but
open-their hearts instead, to the friendly voice that calls
them. May they feel capable of making a life-long commit-
ment to Christ and to His Church for the salvation of man-
kind. May they trust that divine grace will endow them with
the power to make a total offering of themselves as they
feel the attraction of priestly, religious and missionary life.
We pray for the Christian families, that they may provide a
favorable atmosphere for their youngsters and help them
make the right choices. We beseech you that all priests
and religious be an example to our youth by their availabil-
ity and humble readiness to accept the gifts of the Holy
Spirit. May they be able to extend to all the fruits of love
and peace. Amen. Pope John Paul Il

VOCATION CROSS

This liturgical year we again offer our hopeful
prayer for vocations with the Vocation Cross Pro-
gram. The Vocation Cross will circulate throughout
the homes of the parish from week to week where
each evening the Vocation Prayer to Mary, Mother of
the Divine Shepherd will be offered for vocations to
the priesthood, diaconate and religious life. This li-
turgical year we will circulate the cross each Sunday
at the 11:30 a.m. Mass.

If you are interested in hosting the Vocation Cross,
please complete the form below and drop it into the
collection basket or the parish office mailbox.

God bless,

Deacon John & the Members of the Vocation Com-
mittee.
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Vorations

Address:

Phone Number:

E-Mail:
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St. Monica’s 1st Pilgrimage to Canada
(5 days, 4 nights)  August 24th thru 28th, 2009
Passports are required for all who enter
Canada by bus or car

Spiritual Director: Fr. Patrick Armano

Depart: St. Monica’s Parking Lot @ 7:00 a.m.
Return: August 28th @ 6:00 p.m.

Stay at the Madonna House @ Cap de la Madeleine

Visit the shrines of:
Sacred Heart Beauvoir - Sherbrooke, Canada
Notre Dame Du Cap @ Cap-de-le-Madeleine
St. Joseph’s Oratory & Notre Dame (Montreal)
St. Anne De Beaupré (Outside Quebec City)
Blessed Frederick
Kateri Tekakwitha shrine & burial place
Visit to Quebec City & Blessed Marie Incarnation
St. Benoit Gu-Lac

Price includes:
Accommodations based upon double occupancy
(2) Meals a day - breakfast and dinner
Deluxe Coach Bus transportation to shrines
The Mass and rosary daily
Movies provided on trip to and from Canada
Taxes and some tips

Price: $475.00

A $50.00 non-refundable deposit must accompany
application - 2nd payment of $225.00 due May 15th -
final payment of $200.00 due July 1st.

There will be an informational meeting on Monday,
March 30th at 7 p.m. in the parish office. A more
detailed itinerary will be discussed at that time and
questions will be answered.

Bulletin Sponsor of the Week

Methuen Village

at Riverwalk Park

Assisted Living & Alzheimer's Care
NOW OPEN!

Call today to arrange a tour and choose your apartment.

978-685-2220
www.MethuenVillage.com






