St. Mark Parish is excited to be offering a faith formation program called the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd for our families with children ages 3 to 12. The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is an approach to the religious formation of children that is based on the conviction that God and the Child are in relationship. Our role as adults is to protect and nurture this bond. 
In the Catechesis, the children are brought into a learning space called an Atrium that is filled with materials for them to explore.  We present age-appropriate themes from the Bible and our liturgy with manipulative materials the children use to internalize and ponder the great mysteries of our faith. 
 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is a world-wide program of religious education that seeks to involve the child spiritually, experientially, and intellectually. Developed by Sofia Cavalletti, an Italian Hebrew scripture scholar, building on the work and methods of Maria Montessori, the Catechesis seeks to give children the guidance and vocabulary which enable them to become aware of their relationship with God and give expression to it.
 With the Catechesis we help each child to continue to fall in love with God while building community among peers. The children are taught at three different levels: Level I includes the very young children from 3 years old through kindergarten, Level II involves children ages 6 to 9 and includes most of the children preparing for sacraments, while Level III are the older children ages 9 to 12.
Training for the catechists is quite intensive, 90 hours are required for each level.  We are privileged to have 5 formally trained Level I catechist. Three of these catechist are training in Level II this fall and one is currently enrolled in the Level III training. 
