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Book Reviews

· The Powers That Be (Theology for a New Millennium) by Walter Wink

· Cloud of Witnesses - by Jim Wallis and Joyce Hollyday

· Broken Bread and Broken Bodies (The Lord’s Supper and World Hunger) - by: Joseph Grassi

· Unexpected News - Reading the Bible with Third World Eyes - by Robert McAfee Brown

· Compassion (A Reflection on the Christian Life) by Henri Nouwen, Donald McNeill and Douglas Morrison

· Mountains Beyond Mountains – by Tracy Kidder

· Gandhi, The Man by  Eknath Easwaran

The Powers That Be

Theology for a New Millennium

Author: Walter Wink

Reviewed by Reuth Faw

In every organization there are Powers that Be that create the vision of the organization and oversee its progress towards that vision.  This process creates necessary order around us within every system and institution you can conceive and even permeates the very fabric of our society.  These Powers also help to create the spirit of the organization and determine if it will be of evil or good intentions.

In his book The Powers That Be, Walter Wink provides a profound understanding of the Powers within an organization and provides insight into identifying them as well as ways to influence the spirit within the organizations in which you participate whether that be work, family or social organizations.  The spirit of an organization is fed by the members of the organization.  If change is to occur, it must occur at every level.  The author examines several stories in which individuals have successfully challenged their organizations to change into a more socially just organization.  For instance, during the Indian uprising against the British, Gandhi taught his followers to strip their oppressors of their power to dehumanize.  He taught that “The first principle of nonviolent action is that of non-cooperation with everything humiliating.” 

The Powers that Be is a must read for anyone interested in a social just world and shows how everyone can indeed make a difference.

________________________________________________________________________

Cloud of Witnesses

Authors: Jim Wallis and Joyce Hollyday

Excerpts from the forward to the revised edition

To be a Christian is to walk with Jesus – to share in his hope, his love, his destination.  But those who try to walk that path discover quickly that they are not alone.  As scripture notes, we are surrounded by a great “cloud of witnesses” who strengthen and encourage us on our journey.

For those who question the meaning of discipleship in our time, the stories and interviews assembled in the book “Cloud of Witnesses” represent an excellent starting point.  Here is a collection of peacemakers, prophets, martyrs, servants of the poor, holy misfits, and other disturbers of the false peace – in short, people of the Beatitudes - who expand the common definition of human love and courage.  All of them have given proof that the gospel can be lived.

One finishes this book with gratitude for these lives, and a sense of responsibility for the tasks before us.  Drawing upon the wisdom, courage and energy of this cloud of witnesses, it becomes possible for each of us to take up the words of the late Chuck Matthei, one of the peacemakers profiled in this volume.  “Here I am.  Let’s get moving.”

________________________________________________________________________

Broken Bread and Broken Bodies

The Lord’s Supper and World Hunger

Author: Joseph Grassi

Reviewed by Reuth Faw

There exists enough food to feed the world yet politics, bureaucracy and attitudes impede the necessary distribution of resources.  However, sharing one’s bread with others is more than sharing life giving food, it is living out the kingdom of God for “… no true worship of God could take place unless it was accompanied by justice.”

Joseph Grassi profoundly illustrates this vital component of our faith in the book Broken Bread and Broken Bodies.  In the book, Joseph states that sharing with the poor provides a critical connection to the needy that is necessary for our faith to thrive.  Not only do the poor teach us lessons in compassion and generosity, they provide the means to fully share the kingdom of God from one person to another.  In fact, he states, that all of us need frequent “hands-on” experiences in volunteer work for those in need so that our concern for justice is nurtured by compassionate personal care and service. 

While prayer is an expression of faith, Joseph Grassi eloquently points out that justice is the fulfillment of that faith.

________________________________________________________________________

Unexpected News

Reading the Bible with Third World Eyes

Author: Robert McAfee Brown

Excerpts from the book introduction

A retired Air Force major, now a seminarian, went to a conference on “The Church and Central Africa.”  As the talks proceeded, he got angry.  One speaker, he reports, “was basically saying that the United States is greatly responsible for the suffering in third world countries.  Many of us were asking, “What does this have to do with the Christian outlook?”

The major was not suggesting that the suffering in third work countries is alien to “the Christian outlook”.  What angered him was the suggestion that those of us who live in the united States are responsible for the suffering.  To his credit, the major went back to hear the African speak a second time.  His outlook was modified in the following conference summary.

[The speaker] was showing us that our imperialism is often unconscious, done through economic agreement. As Christians who have compassion we need to know these facts, even if they hurt.  I came away from the conference hurting in some ways, realizing that some of the things I have stood for aren’t that good.  For instance, when we talk of a “free market” we should at least realize that we are in it for ourselves, and often, third World countries can’t compete.  I came away … with a deeper awareness that we have to attempt to see the world the way others do.  

The pages within the book entitled Unexpected News attempt to take the major’s concern seriously and provide the reader with insight in the way others see the world; through a Third World perspective.  As Christians who take the Bible seriously, we have an obligation to compare our view of the world with theirs. 

_______________________________________________________________________.

Compassion

A Reflection on the Christian Life

Author: Henri Nouwen, Donald McNeill, Douglas Morrison

Reviewed by Reuth Faw

Compassion, according to Webster, is a feeling of deep sympathy for another who is stricken by misfortune and suffering followed by the desire to help alleviate the pain.  The word compassion is derived from the Latin words pati and cum which together means “to suffer with”.  Hence the book entitled Compassion, written by Henri Nouwen, et. al. is about suffering and the means to alleviate such suffering.  The authors potently explain suffering from a Christian perspective and describe why it is ubiquitously present.  They also provide the keys to ease and even erase the pain of suffering through the value of community, and the mere presence we offer to those in pain.  “It is in and through us that they receive new light, new hope and new courage; it is in and through us that God’s spirit touches them with His healing presence.

Mountains Beyond Mountains

Author: Tracy Kidder

Reviewed by Reuth Faw

Not many people can say they have made an impact on the lives of millions, however, Dr. Paul Farmer isn’t just anyone.  While still working on his medical degree at Harvard University, the dark haired, thin and delicate man regularly commuted to Haiti where he treated patients simply because they were in need of care.  After graduating at the top of his class, Paul worked in Boston for four months of the year, living in a church rectory, then spending the rest of his time practicing medicine in Haiti without pay.

It was in Haiti where the author, Tracy Kidder, and the magnanimous doctor’s paths crossed.  In time, Kidder was following Farmer to the poorest corners of the world documenting his deeds as Farmer worked tirelessly to bring life saving medical care to those most in need.  

Mountains Beyond Mountains is a stunning story of one man’s vision of serving those underserved becoming a reality.  It is an entertaining, inspiring and heart touching account of how single individuals can and do bring hope and care to those most often forgotten.

Gandhi, The Man

Author:  Eknath Easwaran

Reviewed by Reuth Faw

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi is best known for his non-violent and peaceful revolution known as satyagraha that freed India from the British Empire.  However within the book Gandhi, The Man, the author Eknath Easwaran provides an intimate and humble portrayal of this great leader.  As a boy, Gandhi claimed that his intellect was sluggish and he suffered from great fear of the dark.  Growing up into a shy, inarticulate and often un-astute man, Gandhi heads to Africa to practice law and begins his amazing transformation into the leader of 400 million in pursuit of freedom.  Having been born in Gandhi’s India and having spent time with the man, Eknath Easwaran shows a side of Gandhi only known by those close to him.

In Gandhi’s own words, “only one individual is necessary to … alter the climate so that work can proceed in an atmosphere of mutual trust and cooperation.”

