July 2009: summer camp at St. Claire in Haiti

The partnership
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The partnership between St. Ann a8tl Claire started in 1997. It is first and foremost a spiritual relationship. It is
only through having a relationship at the spiritual level that we will we be able to find out how we can help each

other.
Goals

A To develop and maintain a spiritual andrhan relationship with our sister parish through prayer,
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communication and volunteering.

To foster awareness of the plight and the needs of the poor, in keeping with the social teachings of the
Catholic Church.

To improve life for our brothers and sisteatSt. Claire, especially the children.
To develop a sense of global solidarity and outread®tiAnnparish community.

Initiatives

A

A
A
A

Provide daily nutrition for the school children in the parochial schools of St. Claire.
Provide opportunities for ouyouths and adults to volunteer at St. Claire parish.
Improvecommunityhealth for the peoplef St. Claire through basic sanitation teaching.
Provide opportunities for the people of St. Claire to become economically self sustaining

Feeding the children Volunteering Teaching sanitation and water conservation



Profile of St. Claire parish
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St. Claire church in Dessalines
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The territory of the parish is mostly rural. The main economy is agriculture. All work is done by hand, with a hoe
machete as the only farm implements. Fields are small. The farmers depend entirely on nature to produce a goc
crop. A drought or a floodan mean famine for the entire community. Most families raise a few animals to provide
much needed protein and extra income: chickens, goats, a pig, a cow, if they can afford it, a mule or a horse for
transportation. There is almost no infrastructure letcountryside: no electricity and no running water. Some
villages have a school and the children travel a long distance to attend it but only if their parents can provide she
and clothes for them.

Dessalines is the only town and the main center for @gpy of infrastructure: medical clinic, small rudimentary
hospital, administration and markefbout 150,000 people live the parish. Most live in extreme poverty. Most are
Catholic.

Father MareEdy Dessalines has been the pastor of St. Claire pansh duly 2004. The parish is comprised of a
main church in the town of Dessalinesd 8 chapels (missions) spread out in ruihges Fr. Dessalines tries to see
the people and celebrate mass in the chapelsfésnoas possible, usually 4 otifhes a yar. Sacristans and
catechists minister to the spiritual needs of the faithful in the isolated communities.

The parish runs 8choolsClaire Lumiere Dessalingthe main school of St. Clamgth 1,500 children fronpre-
schoolthrough grade 9St. MariaGoretti in Haute Feuilland St. Francis of Assisi Fabias teach children from
preschool through grade @n all, FrDessaA y Sa Q & OK 2 2 f @0 kifskRTr©3ctibdsstiugy|dtaphy the X n
teachers and provide school supplies. They cannot feedtildren without outside help.

Malnutrition affects manyn St. Claire parish. ik especially lethal for the younger childréine mortality rate for
children under five years old Haitiis 80 per 1,000 (in the US, thaderfive mortality rate is8 in 1,000).

Village children in Hatte Chevreau, Market vendor in Poste Pierrot
one of 9 chapels of Ste Claire parish
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Women going to market to sell the produce from their small plot



What wedo: fighting malnutrition and promoting education

A St. Ann parishioners helped St. Claire schgamw from 200 students (2001) to over D@ students.

A We havemplemented a nutrition program in the Catholic schools of the parish.

A ¢CKNRdzZAK GKS aG[AdGf Sad ! y3aSt aovenBaryodidy SchodlghildieNE 3 N
every school day.
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A We providetuition assistance to educate some of the poorest children of Dessalines.

A We built chssrooms and furnished them with benches.

A In 2006, we helped build a basketball court for thain parishschool.

A Weshipschool supplies, vitamirend medical supplieso St. Clair@nnually

A Thanks to generous benefactors, we have shipped over 25 nevalamstnew computers to St. Claire.

A We teach basic sanitation and first aid in the schools and villages of our sister. parish

A We teach rosary making as a self sustaining project to the parishioners of St. Claire

A We provide seeds for the school gardenito LINE @S (G KS A.0dzRSy (aQ ydzi NR i

A We exploreways to reach out to rural communities to improgeduction of sustainable food supplies

A Our continuous prayerare a source of comfort and courage for the parishioners of St. Claire in their da

struggle for survival.

Over700 preschoolers are fed daily Teaching hand washing  Fr. Doug distributes lunch to the thtlest Angels

Regular visits to and from Haig@nhancethe relationship

In February 2007six St. Ann Parishioners visited St. Claire. They told the people of Dessalines that the peop
St. Ann are their lovingrbthers and sisters. They met many people and assessed the needs of the school anc
the parish.
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Craig with school children Chapel in Gilbert under construction Ben and sick baby at clinic

In February 2008four St. Ann parishioners went to St. Claire to tefas aid and basic hygiena the schools
and to teachrosary maklngo several parisioners

Brbara and baby Craig ces rosary making Agnes teaches first aid to the principal in Fabias



In February 2009Father Doug Kenney and 6 other parishioners visited St. Claire. It was the first visit for 4 of
travelers. The main focus of the trip was to convey our love and prayers to the parishioners of our sister pari:
and to see the progress made at St BIBi G KNR dzAK (GKS aG[ AdGGt Sad ! yasSt ae
vitamins collected by St. Ann parishioners to supplement the schoolchildren nutfit@yirained over 1000
people inwater purification and practical sanitation technique3 heytook part in avillage meetingto try to
understand how we might be able to help the villagpersvide a sustainable food supplfpr themselves Some

of the travelers volunteered at thiecal clinic

Fr. Doug and Fr. Dessalines Agnes, Glenn, Fr. Doug and Ken Amanda and Barbara Garey documentthe trip
with donated soccer uniforms give out vitamins with babies

In July 2009nd in July 2010teens and adults traveled to St Claire to lead a summer day camp for children at
Claire School. It was an incredible experience foakk welcome they received and the deep joy and faith they
observed made a lasting impressid®eeing the simple dwellings and the poverty close up moved us deeply. B
what impressed us most was the hospltallty of the people and their pride at receiving visitors.

2010Campers Ken doings science project Sack race!

Father MareEdy Dessalines, the pastor of St. Claire has visitéghBtseveral times in the lastygars.




What liesahead?

A We wish to epand thefeedingprogramto as many children as possible through The Littlest Angels
nutrition program (see below for informatioon how to support the program).

A Wehope to povide more opportunities for volunteering at St. Claire #8t. Annyouthsand adults.
A Weareexploringother avenues for sustainable community development at St. Claire.

If you want more information

If you want to help

If you want toknow mae about St. Ann Haiti Outreac want to volunteer in Haiti or want to helghe

Haiti Outreach financially, please ctie parish office at 30¥33-04100r email Agnes Supernavage
AgnesTS@aol.coor info@StAnnHaitiOutreach.com
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