Stewardship
A good steward of God is one who is generous with one’s Time, Talent, and Treasure.  Giving gratitude for the many gifts God has given us to nurture and share with others is true stewardship. 

Historically, stewardship was the responsibility given to household servants to bring food and drinks to a castle dining hall.  The term was then expanded to indicate a household employee’s responsibility for managing household or domestic affairs.  Stewardship later became the responsibility for taking care of passengers’ domestic needs on a ship, train, and airplane, or managing the service provided to diners in a restaurant.  The term continues to be used in specific ways, but it is also used in a more general way to refer to a responsibility to take care of something owned by someone else.  It is also doing something willingly without getting paid. Some religions, including ours, consider humans to be stewards of the earth.

Stewardship is also a major part of teaching in Christianity and Islam. Financial stewardship is based on the belief that God is the true and ultimate owner of each person’s possessions, and that one is accountable to God for the acceptable care and use of those possessions.  Stewardship can also refer to Jesus Christ’s accountability to God for those placed in Jesus’ care. 

So, stewards climbed from the lowly position of household servants for the wealthy, over the centuries, to the honored position of serving God in Christianity.  It is the responsibility of us all to take care of something owned by someone else without asking to be paid for that service.  Jesus never asked anything from us; just believe in him and to follow in his ways. 

When a steward asks you to be a steward, for the care of others, do not look at that request as a burden, but as your personal accountability to God.  Christian living is Christian giving!

