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In our desire to bridge the past with the present and 
future, for over 20 years, leaders of our parish have 
taken care to preserve items that can be spiritual 
treasures. We’ve highlighted a few of the items that 
have received special care, to help you share in some 
moments of our history. Lest we forget, at the right 
is a picture of the old church and rectory that was 
built in 1945. 
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� : To the left, see this beautiful vessel to hold the 
Body of Christ at Mass that was the first one used in the old 
church. It was found on a battlefield in France during WWII, and 
sent home by a Tallmadge Catholic boy for the new church being 
built. His family received the ciborium just days apart from 
learning that he had died in battle, giving up his life for our 
country. It is dedicated “In Memory of Sgt, Robert Imhoff AEF 
France Aug. 11. 1944.” When the size and shape of communion 
vessels changed dramatically, the ciborium was carefully put 
away, but it has been used for special occasions such as our 40th 
Anniversary Mass. 
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	���  When the current church was built in 1967, we had a 
new place for our community to gather for worship. Some of pews from the old church were 
saved. Over 15 years later, some of the wood was crafted by parishioner Carl Lammlein 
for several new uses. A pedestal stand for a 2-foot statue Our Lady of Victory was made 
for the old Center Hall, which was later moved to the new Parish Center library to 
continue to hold our patroness. Some of the wood was also used in the 1985 renovation 
of our church sanctuary for the 40th Anniversary. Parts of the old pews became new 
places of importance in: the ambo where the scripture readings are proclaimed at Mass; 
the pedestal for our Blessed Mother in church; and in the wood-work of our Blessed 
Sacrament chapel.  

 
���������� �����  When we moved into the new church, it had a baptismal font at the 
back of church where baptisms were celebrated apart from Mass. The wooden baptismal 
font from the old church was put away in an attic. In the mid 80’s, the Catholic Church 
was beginning to stress the importance of baptism, and parishes were encouraged to make 
it possible to share baptisms with the community at Mass. Many parishes constructed 
fonts at the front of church where all could view the sacrament. In 1988, Chip Novak 
took out our old church font to restore it, and it was placed in the sanctuary for our use 
today. 
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Just before we broke ground for the new Parish Center 
on July 18, 1999, we removed a pile of dirt from an 
area close to the old building, and placed it at the 
groundbreaking site. During the ceremony, the mayor 
and leaders of the parish shoveled dirt from the new 
site, and added it to the earth from the past. Our prayer 
was that we would continue to build on a foundation of 
Christ. The almost completed new Parish Center 
building was blessed by Bishop Pilla on July 2, 2000; 
we began moving in late August; the old Center 
Building was torn down in September 2000. 
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���� Although it is difficult 
to preserve and separate bricks when a building is 
demolished, we took great care to save some of the old 
bricks and rubble from the old church. Retired mason 
Joe Reich constructed a mound to hold the metal cross 

and stone keystone that topped our first church. 
To the left, the mound and enlargement of the 
dedication plaque shows that it was completed in 
October of 2000. 
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This granite statue used to be displayed over the 
entrance of the old church. In the early 1990’s it 
was removed to create an outdoor shrine for Our 
Blessed Mother in the south corner of our 
church. When the new Center Building was 
designed, a new courtyard and Marian shrine 
were in the plans. When the old building was 
being demolished, Joe Reich salvaged brick 
squares, and constructed a pedestal for the old 
1945 cornerstone with Our Lady on top. The 
shrine was blessed on October 24, 2000, as we 
dedicated ourselves anew to serving Holy 
Mary’s Son Jesus, and asked for Our Lady of 
Victory’s continued intercessory prayers for us. 


