
SERVANT OF THE WEEK— 

ALTHEA TORISKY  

 
 

Our first Servant of the Week for 2010 is 
Althea Torisky. She and husband Eugene 
(aka Gene) recently celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary, and the joys of raising 
three sons and a daughter, who added six 
grandchildren to the family. Her husband’s 
work with 84 Lumber Co. transferred them 
to several different towns in Pennsylvania, 
Indiana and Ohio, and brought them to 
Tallmadge 33 years ago. Althea said she 
was a fulltime homemaker until moving to 
Tallmadge, but then began working outside 
the home for several different companies in 
secretarial work, and as a clerk, until she 
joined Gene in the ranks of retirement. 
Althea said that members of her family and 

Gene’s were very active in their parishes. Althea and Gene wanted to do the same, and 
“wished that our children learn to give of their time also. They were encouraged to 
find an activity they would enjoy. There were many.” Wish we had the space to list all 
of the activities of their children, but some old-timers will fondly remember the many 
talents of the Torisky family at service. At OLV, Gene and Althea have enjoyed 
sharing the food and fellowship at Sponsi, and Althea got involved in her first love of 
almost 40 years—music ministry. “We were told that God wants us to use the talents 
he gave us. I very much enjoy singing, and have done so most of my life. I enjoy the 
camaraderie with other choir members, and learning some of the fabulous new music. 
Music helps to enhance the services. I’m hopeful that we encourage the congregation 
to more fully participate, and to sing out “with gusto”! Althea has been a member of 
our current 9:00 Mass, the old 8:00 Mass, and moved with that group to the 5:00 Mass. 
She’s also a member of the Funeral Choir. At OLV, Althea said she most enjoys 
“special services at Christmas, Easter, and other holidays; the gorgeous church 
decorations; and beautiful music.” A neat memory for her is that the Toriskys moved 
to Tallmadge on a Good Friday, and attended OLV for the first time on Easter. She 
said, “I’ve always felt very comfortable here from that first day; it is a friendly parish, 
and we’ve loved the priests, both Fr. Ray and Fr. John. We’ve been a part of several 
other parishes, but this is the best.” A few years ago Althea and Gene moved to 
Stow—right across the street from Holy Family--but they’ve chosen to keep their 
parish membership at OLV because it is their spiritual home.  
 


