
SERVANTS OF THE WEEK— 

TOM & M ADELINE STRAUSS 
 

Tom & Madeline Strauss have been 
married for 12 years, a second 
marriage for each. Together they 
have 6 children, 9 grandchildren, and 
2 great-grandchildren. Tom was an 
Advertising Manager for 
Montgomery Wards, and Madeline 
an Executive Secretary for National 
City Bank, but they’re retired now, 
enjoying the good life, and heading 
south for the winter like our many 
Snow Birds. They moved to 
Tallmadge and joined OLV 6 years 
ago, and found ways to get involved 
that suited them. Shortly after joining 

the parish, Tom came to assist with decorating for Christmas. He said, “What a beautiful 
memory to make the whole setting for Christmas.” He started Ushering, but “saw the need 
to keep God’s house clean.” He volunteered to the custodians and Fr. John to come to 
vacuum and clean the church; he and friend Jerry Dallessandro come for over an hour every 
Tuesday they are available. Tom said, “It gives me a feeling of giving back and 
accomplishment. Who knows, maybe God will give me the job of cleaning the dark clouds 
above.” Madeline became a Lector six years ago, and ministers at weekend and daily 
Masses. She said, “I’m humbled to read God’s words at 
Mass because it is God speaking through me.” For 20 
years, Madeline was a member of the choir at St. 
Sebastian, so she recently she joined our Funeral Choir to 
carry on her great joy of singing. “It truly lifts up my soul 
and sends me out to be a better person to my family and 
neighbors.” Madeline also has great skills for sewing and 
quilting. She donates her time and talents at Stan Hywet 
where she’s logged over 5,000 volunteer hours over 20 
years. She considers the mansion her second home. 
Madeline spent 7 years making quilts for all of her 
grandkids, and surprised Fr. John last fall with a special 
gift for OLV of a beautiful handmade tapestry of the 3 
Magi pictured to the right. We used it for the first time 
this past Epiphany, but plan to enjoy it for many years. Together, Tom and Madeline enjoy 
the social time of parish Sponsi dinners, and spiritual time of daily Mass. Tom said, “We all 
need a little extra prayers.” Madeline added, “Tom and I start each day saying the rosary and 
daily Mass. We have made many friends at OLV. We care for each other here—through joy 
and sorrows.”  
 
 


