SERVANT OF THE WEEK—
VIckl GRIMES

Vicki Grimes is a an 8th grade History teacher
with Akron Public Schools. She and husband
Terry have a son Greg, two daughters-Leah
and Lauren, and one grandson. Vicki said,
“when we first moved to Tallmadge 18 years
ago, we fell in love with the parish...friendly
parishioners, lots of families with children at
Mass. When the call came to train new EMs
(Ministers of Communion) | thought it would
be a perfect way to participate in the OLV
community. Working full time with 3 small
children at the time, it was difficult to find a
way to contribute. As we attended Mass every
weekend, it fit perfectly. | was so nervous my
first time as an EM. We sat in the front row
because my mother always said if you sit your
small children up front where they can see,
they will behave better. As | was distributing
Communion, Greg (who was 4 at the time) was leaning over thedesntwaving and saying
‘Hi, Mom’ over and over. After Mass, Fr. John said, ‘I see poaught your cheering section
with you tonight!” My experiences as an EM make me feel priededt is such an honor. To
look into the eyes of those receiving the Body and Precious Blood, towmess to their
reverence, fuels my spirituality and makes me know why | anethealso love it when the
little ones (and big ones) from my PSR class hug my legs oe swibig as | distribute to
them!” Vicki’'s been serving as an EM for 14 years. When she ledrber son in the 4-year
old PSR class, the office called and asked if she would bengviii help out. Vicki said, I
considered Greg a real miracle from God, so | felt this would perfect way to give back for
that blessing. Although | said | would assist rather than teagh¢eéd up teaching the 4 year
olds for 12 years! | considered it my weekly ‘joy’.” Vicki retirérom teaching PSR this past
year, but son Greg continues as a student helper, and Vicki's prouthtititer Leah assisted
for one year. “PSR at OLV means a lot to me. | think thahaxee such an awesome cadre of
teachers and assistants. They work so hard to make it fun yeingfe” Vicki has a 1998
OLV memory to last a lifetime. “My husband always attended Mads me, but was not
Catholic. After 20 years of marriage, he made the decision, amwmsto become a Catholic.
He felt that he also needed to be an example to our children and asf tloem were making
their First Communion that year, the time was right (he sadidrét want to take away from
them by doing it when they were receiving a sacrament). | theakthe families of our parish
inspired him to become a full member. We knew so many people at.@uY children went
to school with their children, they all went to PSR classeshegeand they all came to church
on the weekends. Some of my family was shocked as they never kneash& Catholic
since he was always at Mass. The Easter Vigil has allwvaga my most favorite Liturgy.
Needless to say, that was the most special time for meattthvas he was fully initiated into
the Church. The whole RCIA experience was wonderful.”




