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Thane Billow is a 21-year old lifelong member 
of OLV. In the fall, he will begin his senior 
year at Grove City College in Grove City, PA 
with a major in Accounting and minor in 
Economics. Currently he is an Accounting 
Intern at Summit Racing Equipment in 
Tallmadge. He’s proud of his immediate 
family: parents Charles & Patricia, older 
brother Christopher, younger sister Anastasia, 
and “Granny,” Jeanette McQuillen, who lives 
next door. Thane credits his servant inspiration 
to his family. “My grandfather, Patrick J. 
McQuillen, had a favorite saying that has 
become my family’s unofficial motto: ‘To 
whom much is given, much is expected.’ The 
saying is derived from Luke 12:48. My 
grandfather passed away six years before I was 
born and I never had the opportunity to meet 

him. Out of respect for my grandfather, my parents made it a priority to raise me with a 
special importance placed on serving others and the value of altruism. I have been blessed in 
so many ways by our Heavenly Father and it seems natural to me that it is my duty to share 
those blessings and gifts with others.” When Thane was in high school, he served as an 
usher at the 8:00 a.m. Mass. This fall, he will begin his second year as a member of the 11th 
Grade Confirmation Team. Thane’s special parish involvement began in high school when 
he chose to attend a retreat. “I witnessed first-hand the positive impact that collegiate 
parishioners had on the OLV community, especially among the high school youth through 
the Living On a Prayer Retreat (L.O.P.). Having been influenced in such a wonderful way 
by our Parish’s college students, I decided that after I had graduated from high school, I 
would return the favor and give back to our parish by serving our parish youth. I’ve had the 
privilege of serving on the Living On a Prayer Retreat Team for the last four years. The 
L.O.P. series has meant so much to me. I had wonderful experiences attending the retreat 
while I was in high school and I have had so many more wonderful experiences while 
serving on the team.” Thane’s special memories include the inspiration of the talks, and the 
fun times too, especially the Pig Roast last year. The retreat food team prepared a luau 
theme, ordered the cooked pig, had some tropical dishes and “drinks”, and organized music 
and limbo. Thane said, “This year will be the 8th year that our parish has put on the L.O.P. 
Retreat and I have met some truly incredible people along with way. I would like to thank 
Father John, the Parish staff, the Team members, and all of the high school youth who have 
made L.O.P. such a success. It is truly an honor and a blessing to be a part of such an 
extraordinary event.” 
 


