
SERVANT OF THE WEEK— 

JOE FALKENSTEIN  
 
 

Joe Falkenstein is a retired Tool and 
Diemaker who worked for General Motors 
for 33 years, and Ford Motor Co. for 11 
years. For his immediate family he lists 
wife Phyllis, son Mike, and his Schnauzer 
Hans. Joe has an interesting variety of 
activities outside of our parish. He’s been 
involved in St. Mathews Boy Scouts, and 
has been a Metro Parks Trail Patrol 
volunteer for years. He said he walks his 
dog in the park seven days a week 
throughout the year--yes winter too--and 
takes the time to pick up garbage on the 
trails, and monitor any unusual activities 
or report problems like fallen branches. He 
also belongs to the Experimental Aircraft 
Association-Oshkosh Convention where 
he is Vice chairman of Admissions, and a 
Flight Line Traffic Controller. Club 
membership includes movie stars John 

Travolta, Harrison Ford and others, and Joe remembers chatting with John Denver many 
years ago. Joe has been restoring an old airplane, and hopes to get it off the ground this 
fall. Joe’s been a member of Our Lady of Victory 20 years, and said, “I enjoy seeing the 
many activities in our parish; to me this represents a healthy and vibrant community.” 
Joe’s been an Usher at the 5:00 Mass for 12 years, where he’s served as the Head Usher 
for most of this time, and says “I enjoy greeting, and talking to people before Mass.” He 
credits a personal invitation to helping him get active in the parish. “A gentleman named 
Tom Brieding ask me to help Usher, and I am still at it. I am a firm believer in giving 
back something in life. I do not believe in taking things out of life, and not returning the 
blessings I have received in my life.” Joe shared a fun Ushering memory that happened as 
Mass was concluding and Fr. John was processing to the back of church. Joe said, 
“Father Hengle and I participated in a CPR class. A month or so after the class, a 
gentleman passed out in church, and (I thought it was) time to put the CPR experience to 
practice. Father Hengle made it to the area, and I was going to suggest Father you blow, 
and I will pump. As Father arrived at the scene, the gentleman opened his eyes, and asked 
‘what happened?’ No need for the CPR. I was happy to see him open his eyes, and ask 
the ‘what happened’ question.” 
 


