
SERVANT OF THE  WEEK— 

IRENE CARLSON 
 

 
We begin this summer’s Servants with Irene 
Carlson, a member of OLV for well over 35 
years. She shared a neat story of her 
wedding to husband Russ on the day after 
Christmas in 1944. Their wedding was on 
Gene Autry’s ranch in Oklahoma. (For you 
young ones-Gene Autry was an American 
Idol in the 40’s and more.) During the war, 
Autry’s ranch was used as an Air Force 
Base. Russ was in the Air Force, hence they 
were able to be married in the base chapel. 
Irene was proud that Russ became Catholic 
after their first child received First 
Communion. Irene has always been a 
homemaker as her family grew to 6 children, 
16 grandchildren, 9 great-grands, and 4 step-
grands. Russ died in 1990, but Irene has kept 
busy with lots of volunteer work, reading, 
and a game of bridge whenever possible. In 

the community, Irene’s given her time to Girl Scouts, the board at the Y, Cerebral Palsy, 
Red Cross and Weaver School. At OLV she’s been a CCD (PSR) teacher, an officer in 
the Women’s Guild, has assisted with the Bazaar, was a Minister to Nursing Homes , and 
played in the couples and ladies Bridge Flights. She and Russ enjoyed Sponsi dinners 
together, and Irene still comes to share these times with her parish friends. Although 
transportation difficulties have cut down on some of her OLV activities in the past 3 
years, she’s still active as a Money Counter and a Funeral Greeter, and she plays a great 
game of bridge. Irene said “I enjoyed whatever I was doing at the time, but the Nursing 
Home Ministry was special. I started going to the nursing home when my mother was a 
patient. I saw people from the parish bringing communion, and thought this was 
something I could do. It was a humbling and gratifying experience”. Irene was 
commissioned as a Minister of Communion in 1993, served nine years as EM at Mass, 
and helped us provide weekly Communion Services at Summit Villa Nursing Home for 
many years. While still driving, Irene was a daily Mass regular, and still frequently 
attends many of the special programs of the parish. One of the OLV events that is dear to 
her heart is the Remembrance Mass. “My husband was one of first remembered, and I 
still find it emotional and inspiring.” Irene has belonged to a parishioner Faith Study 
Group for years, and says “my faith has gotten me through my tough times, and I’m 
blessed with many good friends.”  
 
 


